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TO THE PUBLIC. 

i have received a number of letters from various parts of the union re- 
quiring a more particular explanation of the terms of the National 
Mayazine ; and as fome fcruples have been entertained of the juftice 
of the feverity of the language in my addrefs, I think it not improper 
to introduce them here as they appeared in the “ Virginia Argus,” in 
April lait, with fome explanatory obfervations : 

To the Republicans throughout the United Siatese 
PROPOSALS, 
FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, 


A NATIONAL MAGAZINE: 


OR A 
POLITICAL, BIOGRAPHICAL, HISTORICAL, 
AND LITERARY 
REPOSITORY. 


CONDITIONS. 


I. Periods of publication to be femi-quarterly. 

(If it was to be publifhed monthly, the trouble of tranfmitting wonkd 
be almoft as much as that of printing. Eight times a year is, itfelf, 
too otten, if it could well be avoided, to commit any thing valuable, to 
the hazard of irreguiar conveyance, to be tran{ported five hundred or a 


thoufand miles.] 

II. Each number to contain 96 octavo pages of letter prefs printing, 
upon large fine paper, neatly executed upon an entire new type, fewed and 
glewed under a thick blue cover. 

III. Price to fubfcribers FouR DOLLARS a year, twoto be paid in 
advance on delivery of the firft number, and two on the receipt of the 
fiith. 

[This price is calculated for the meridian of Pennfylvania ;—it is ra- 
ther low compared with the expences of printing in Virginia ;—farther 
fouth five or fix dollars would not be thought extravagant, while in Con- 
necticut or Maffachufetts a fimilar work would be printed for about two 
dollars per annum. This fhews,in fome degree, the comparative value 
of money, in the various parts of the union ; the caufes of this diverfity 
are too obvious to need an explanation here ; the fact, however, furnifhes 
a“ clue” whereby we may “ discover” the caufe which induces mon‘ed 
men, fuch as Wm. Pitt, to refort to the easern markets If two dollars 
will go as fur in New-England, m purchases as five willin Virginia, 
there is no wonder why Robert Lifton lavifhes fo many of his favors up- 
on that part of the union. 

IV. To each four numbers, which will make a volume of 400 pages, 
will be added a title-pave atid a table of contents. 

[No fubfcriber is obligated to take any more numbers than he advan- 
ces the money fore No fubferiber is to receive his firft number till he has 
advanced two dollars for the firft four numbers. No number is to be fold 
fingly. I fhall convey, at my own expence, all Magazines, as far on the 
way to fubleribers as they can be conveyed by water.) 
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ADDRESS. 

THE obje& of this publication is to collect, preferve, and diffeminate 
the moft valuable productio: s of the republican pen in all parts of the uni- 
on. The extreme neceflity for fuch a publication, and the beneficial ef. 


fe&s which might refult from it, if well conducted, will be readily allow- 


ed. 

Tue advantages which Richmond poffefs over every other place for 
publithing a National Magazine, are evident and numerous: fituated near 
the middle of the federal government, and near the centre of the largeft, 
moft liberal, and independent ftate in the Union, it will, from its fituati- 
on, concentrate political information, and form a focus of the collected e- 
nergies of the American mind. 

The American people have long enough been impofed upon by the pre- 
tended impartiality of printers—it is all delufion—every party will have 
its printer as well as every fect its preacher; and itis as incongruous for 
a publication to be alternately breathing the fpirit of two parties, as fora 
parton to preach to his audience chriftianity in the morning and paganifm 
in the evening ; it is as inconfiftent as for a chief magiftrate to name an 
ambaffador to fettle a difpute with a foreign nation, & immediately to vio- 
late the laws of civility, and make mockery of religion, by heaping up- 
on the fame nation and its reprefentatives the vilett philippics, fcurrility 
and abufe, ina proclamation for a day of fafting and prayer. Every edi- 
tor who is capable of foaring above the flattery of villany and the adula« 
tion of power has too much at flake in the conteft of liberty againft fla- 
very, Virtue again{t vice, and truth again{ft fophiftry, to admit of neutra- 
lity. 

In the profecution of the plan of this work it will be neceffary to take 
fo much of a retrofpective view of the United States, and introduce fuch 
documents, as will tend to elucidate and expofe the origin, progrefs and 
alarming influence of that fyftem of iniquity, robbery, bribery and op- 
preflion, hypocrify and injuftice, which may be traced from the attempt 
of Alexander Hamilton to palm upon the Convention a.monarchical con- 
ftitution, through the corrupted mazes of funding and banking, ftockjob- 
bing and {peculating {pftems, down to the alien and fedition laws, ftanding 
army and navy of the prefent day. 

[Reader,. figure to yourfelf a pretended patriot, a member of the firft 
congrefs, with his pockets ftuffed with military certificates which he had 
purchafed, at 2s6 on the pound, ftanding up, with unbluthing effrontery, 
and advocating the funding fyftem, under the pretence of {ympathy and at- 
fection for the poor foldier, whom he had no better than robbed of feven- 
eights of his property ; William Smith, of South-Carolina, had accompli- 
ces by.dozens in this infamous affair ; villainy preponderated ; fpeculati- 
on was the order of the day ; honefty was thruft out of the back door,— 
and the nation was furprifed with the fudden glory of paymaiters, and 
agents, contractors and {peculators The reader, unlefs he is wilfully 
blind, will readily perceive the * injuftice, robbery, and hypocrify” of 
this tranfactions } 

It is difficult, in purfuing a courfe of {crutiny into the meafures of go- 
vernment and deligns of men in office, to draw a line of demarcation be- 
tween legal plunder and perfonal villany, public rapine and private in- 
trigue ; wheneverthe nature of the enquiry will admit of ‘it, perfonal 














weakncfs and folly ought to be lightly touched ; but when an officer of 
governmeut, connecting public fraud with private vice, at the fame time 
is wallowing in the lap of infamy and revelling in the peculation of the 
national treafury, the regard for perfonal charaGer ought to be facrificed 
to public juftice. 

Being poffeffed of the plan and principles on which The National Maga- 
gine will be conducted, it only remains for the people to be informed of 
the particular matter which it will contain, toenable them to determine 
whether they will or will not give it their fupport. 

“he Republican Printers throughout the union, are requefted to publifh 
the foregoing propofals, and receive fub{criptions for this work, and for- 
wa d to the Editor fuch of their papers as contains any new and ufeful po- 
litical production, for which they fhall have a copy of the Magazine for- 
warded as foon as it is publifhed ; a compliance will oblige the Edi- 
tor. 

JAMES LYON. 
—— 
PROSPECTUS. 

This number commences with the valedictory addrefs of Mr. Cooper, 
on relinquifhing the tafk of editing a newfpaper—it developes ftep by ftep 
the deftrucive meafures of the faction which has been running thefe ftates 
to ruin for feveral years. 

The reader is next entertained with fome anecdotes of Mr. Harper, and 
fome more worthy members of congrefs. 

I give thirteen pages of the letter from the departed patriot George 
Nicholas, Efq. of Kentucky; this letter will be compleated in the third 
number. 

The “ Definition of Parties,’’ concluded. 

Any perfon who wifhes to become acquainted with the hiftory of the 
Funding fyftem and its concomitant evils, will read with fatisfaGtion, the 
effays under the title of “ Thirteen Letters toa Friend’—they will be 
continued. 

“ Sketches of the life of General Greene,” are concluded. 

The Hiftory of the National Debt occupies about fix pages, and will 
be continued. 

From the excellent addrefs of John Page of Rofewell, I have extract. 
ed about four pages, and fhall difmifs it in the next number. 

The people of every country ought to be acquainted with the chara@er 
of their public fervants; I have therefore taken the liberty to introduce 
afew more anecdotes of Alexander Hamilton. 

The conftitution of Connecticut. 

Hiftory of the National Mint—concluded. 

Copy of a letter from a gentleman ia Richmond, to his friend in Goochs 
jand county. 

This number clofes with a copious anfwer to the famous fheet of fophif- 
try called the “ Addrefs of the minority of the Houfe of Delegates of 
Virginia, to their conftituents.” This anfwer has neceffarily extended to 
fo great a length, as to exclude from this number, various articles lefs 
than itfelf in bulk and confequence; this deprives the work of the advan- 
tage of variety, which will be better attended to in futures 
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fSeme vears aso Mr. Thomas Ccoper, an emin 
England, resoved with his family and property, 
fetthd in the town of Northumberlaid, 
Suiquchanoa. Daring the temporary want of an Editor for 


of Manchetter, 
to Penn yy ania, where he 


on the 


the Gazette printed in chat place, 
article comes frem his pen. It has been inferts 


of it. Phe follow 


ed fome weeks aro, in teveral 


ent lawyer of the town 


Mr. Coever undertock the charge 


newfpapers, and its intrinfic merit 


cliuims its preferv ation m the National Mavazine. It exhibits the fine 


eit anulyfis which t have 


yet feen of the principles and projec's of the 


prefent government. In that licht it is recommended to a most ate 


tenlive perusal. 


Vhe reader will at ence perceive a ftrain of logical 


and mafculine eloquence, which has but teldom been equalled, ‘and 


hardly can be excclled.] 


Mr. COOPER’s ADDRESS, 


To the readers of the Sunbury and Northumberland Gazette, June 
Q0th, 1799. 


AFTER this week Mr. Kenne- 
dy'’s fuceeffor will take charge of 
this papér, and I thall decline the 
trouble and refpoi fibilit ty of ite 
Ail the letters and mifcellaneous 
articles inferted from the 20th of 
Aor), inclulive, to the prefentday 
(except the two aniwers to my ob- 
fervations on the falt day) I have 
compofed or felected mytelf, and 
am therefore anfwerable for the 
¢°ntents Some improvement I 
have made in the arrangement cf 
the news,and I think I fhall not 
b- charged with partiality in the 
iele@tion. ‘The political complex- 
ion of the effavs 1 have inferted, 
may have offended fome and plea- 
fed others, but this I could 
rvoid : 1 do not aim at chat inf- 
P! | kind ofimpartiality that would 
pleafe all the world ; nor can 
J pretend after reading and re- 
ficcling on the fubject of pohi- 
xics to have no opinion mvfelf— 
Diiven from want of correfpond- 
ents to exprefs my own fentiments, 
TI have done fo; but T have thewn 
no backwardnefs in publ fhine the 
opinions of o hers in opp fition to 
mv own when the ovportunitv has 
Beep givens Lt my readers do not 


actree with me, they have at leaft 
had fubjects prefented to them, 
juihcient to excite refle@ion and 
enquirye Nor has this paper been 
contaminated by vulgarity of re- 
inark, or perfonal reflections, or 
made fublervient to the intereft of 
any party leader, or any eleCicn- 
eering committee ; compared in- 
deed with the great queftions of 
publ.e policy, it is of very {mall 
moment whether Mr. A. or Mre 
B. be chofen to reprefent us, or 
Mr. Rois or Mr. M’Kean be our 
chief magiftrate. In thus ftating 
my own practice I exprefs my opi- 
nion of the way in which a pub. 
lic paper ought to be conducted. 
HavING no correfpondence to 
communicate, it is my duty to fill 
up the vacant columns of the week 
as well as I am able; and as this 
is the laft opportunity I fhall have 
to intrude cn the patience of the 
public in the capacity «fan editor, I 
fhall dedicate the fpace that is left 
to a fubject of fome importance. 
THERE isa party in this coun- 
try accufed of an indifcriminate 
oppofition to the meafures of gov- 
e-nment ; who in their turn infin- 
uate an indifcriminate {upport of 
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Mr. COOPER’S ADDRESS. [ 


every meafure calculated to en- 

reafe the power ot the executive 
at the expenfe of the intereft of 
the country. Like ali other party 
accufations, thele are doubcleis too 
violent on both fides; but I can- 
not help thinking that of late years, 
meatures have been adopted and 
evinions fanctioned in thts coun- 
try, which have an evident tendenc y 
to ftretch to the utmit the con ti- 
tucional authority of our executive, 
and to introduce the political evils 
ef thofe European governments 
whofe principles we have rejected. 
I do not feel myfelf in any de rree 
authorifed to reflect on the motives 
or undervalue the judsemenat of 
the gentlemen, whole con luct and 
opinions I difapprove. 
perior talents, aa 1 more amole 
thev mav 


well be in the rieht; but thefe do 


means of information, 


not cover infullbb:hity s and there- 
fore the tendency of the meafures 
purlued however praife worthy the 
motive which have led to them. is 
a tar obj-& of decent and tempe- 
rate difcuffion. 

lcaw belt illutrate my meanin® 
by fuppoliny a caie. Let me place 
nmiyfelf therefore in the pretident’s 
chiar, at the head of a party in 
this country, aining to extend the 
dofluence of the government ; to 
encreafe the authoritv and prero- 
gative of the executive, and re- 
duce by degrees to a mere name. 
the influence of the people. How 
fhould I fet about it?) What fyf- 
tem ‘hould I purfue ? 

If. As the rights referved by 
the ftate governnents and the 
bounds and limits fet by the con- 
ftitution of the union, are the de- 
clared barriers againft the en- 
croachments of entruftesd power, 
mv firft bulinefs would be to un- 
dermine that conftitution, and ren- 
der it uleleis, by claiming author- 
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ity which though not given by the 
exorets words of it, misht be cde 
ged in under the cover of penerl 
exprefliows or imslicd powers——Ly 
ftretching the mean of the wor-s 
ul-dto them utmelt latitude—by 
taking advantage ot every auibie 
upon df. 


tinctions to explaia away the plain 
I 


guiryesand by quibbl ny 
and obvious meaning. It would 
be mv bufinefs to extend the pow- 
ers of the federal courts aud fd. 
eral officers——to encroach upon the 
fate goveruments——tor that pure 
pole to promote a {ourit of party a- 
mons them, and fubject to acculae 
tious of dil ff 
molt oppofed to the meatures [ 
[n additon to this 


tion thofe who were 


would purfue. 
I would now and then exercife 
trifling acts of authority not grant- 
ed by the conilitution, under fome 
vodefined notion of prero rative — 
lt by fucl 
ment thou 
would be a precedent for anoth-r, 
rees would 


) means one encroach- 
ld be made good, it 
until the public by de 
become accultomed and callous to 
them 

2. My next obye A would be to 
reftrict by every means in my powe 
er the | berty of fpeech and the li- 
berty of the prets. For the free 
difcuffi.n of public characters is 
too dangerous for defpotitm to to- 
l-rate. 


laws avainft lbcls and fedition, and 


Hence I would multi 'y 


1 


fence round the chara@ers of the 
oficers of government by will 
Cc ynatriv ea lewal obftacles-——_Wh ite 
{over fhould tend to bring them 


: ‘ She 
iutvo Contempt thould be feaiti ny, 


however contemptible or reprehen- 
fible they mizhtbe. Hence to, 
I would expre{s the idea that all 
who opp fed my meafures were e- 
nemies of the covernment, that is 
(in my conftruction) of their coun 
trv. It thould be the bufinefs of 
partizans to iiculeate this anu cry 
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down all fuch perfons as dange- 
rous and feditious, as diflurbers of 
the peace of fociety, and defirous 
of overturning the cornllitution— 
The obloquy induced by thete 
charges, dwelt upon in the public 
prints under my controul, and vo- 
ciferoujly urged by the depen- 
dants of office in private Conver- 
fation, would make oppofition to 
my meafures obnoxious and dan- 
gerous, and fupprefs all political 
converiation. 

3. In conformity to this plan, 
I would treat with derifjion and 
abhorrence the doctrines of the 
rights of man, and the fovereigniy 
of the pe opie. I w ild feize up- 
on every folly of the French in 
particular, to bring thofe principles 
Into contempt; every accidental 
abufe ofthem ‘fhould be held out 
as theirneceffary confequence. I 
would decidedly prefer the nations 
whole government inclinedto def- 
potiim, and treat with coldneis and 
telerve, republics, founded on the 
faime bafis with our own. Every 
friend to thofe principles I would 
carefully difcounicnance, and pro- 
hibit emig 
reigner who might be fufpected of 
atiachmenttothem. They fhould 
be a conftant theme of abufe in 
the prints which I fhould deem it 
prudent to encourage, and the 
companies which my _ partizans 
Should frequent. 
4, ‘KE more completely to 
enlift the ambitious, the needy, & 
the fathionable, under my banners, 
1 would take care it fhould be 
known that no place, no job, no 
countenance might be expected by 
any but thofe whofe opinions and 
language were implicitly and ac- 
tively coincident with my own; a 
principle that I would ftriétly car- 
vy through every appointment in 
my immediate gift, or under’ my 


ration hither to every fo- 


controul.—-O pinions in conformity 
tomy own I would endeaveur to 
make the paffport into what isc 'l\- 


ead genteel and faimionable come 
pany, and give them ney & 
a tone wit! e rich ana le 


. ; : : 
For the fame reafon ' id Dow 


nultiply graces and Giil ions in 
fociety, and extent ta I dare 

Bos , ‘ ol . 
ea, 2 > OL FreauvRK aha Cil- 


. 
5s Bry rid ;: ntion to the 

forms of religio evreat te 

Ward re;pect VreDV a 
! ] 4 

declai a pi tere e of releimus 

| ‘ : by loud ; wie 

ChaTacrerom—DY { . ©x¢ nacwcbs 

soainit +1) ee on 

avainit mMnae: a a tlLo—DY 

frequent appointments of day ot 
i Li 


humiliation and prayer, 1 weuild 

gain over the intereit of the cler- 

gy, and acquire the popular re pu- 

tation of fanaity. Suipicion would 

be laid atleep as to the motives of 

’ Ne 4 > ] 

my conauci, and the voice of the 

bigotted and the ignorant, as well 
; ; ~<a “¢ 

as of the interefte 4g WOUIG DE loud 
in my praites — 

6. lr would be’ my evident in- 


~ 


tereii to cultivate the monied men 
of the country; hence 1 would fhew 
a decided preference e to mercantile 
people, and to the mercantile in- 
tereft over the agriculiural. Be- 
fides, merchants are a richer, a 
more enterpriling a more greyari- 
ous, and a more noify clats of foci- 
ety than plain unfpeculating far- 
mers; they could do me more good. 
Hence too, I would encourage the 
banking and funding fyflems, the 
latter particularly, becaufe the 
more money I could borrow on any 
pretence, the more jobs, the nore 
contracts, the more means thould 
I have of gaining over advertfaries, 
and rewarding partizans. 

7. But the grand engine, the moft 
ufeful inflrument of defpotic ambi- 
tion, would be a ftanding army. 
The fyftem of volunteer corps 
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eis : a ; 
among the faflionable and would- 
be faliiionable young men, created 
by alarm and maiutained by no per- 
manent fund, however ufeful as an 
auxiliary, could not long be Cce- 
al diffipation 
ot fears artificially excited, the 


pewde lon; the wradu 


» *1 
want of dilcipline, of regiar pay 
id the interference of bulinets, 


peedily render them ufelefs, 
But in no inftance whatever has a 
ftanding army regularly maintain- 
ed, failed oi rendering the govern- 
We powers ind , 
ple. The common folders ¢ f an 
army are machines; their firfl duty 
is to act and not to think; they 
are by effion fupporters of pat- 


. \ 2 
five obedience and non- HiTance, 


which being aceuftomed to toward 


+] » {F ‘ y ' ‘oder } >! 
cueir oimcers, they Can Cail mk 
ee iedy |S elie . nla 4 ward i Reeenen 
Tictiit In tu peaptie toward CLicil 


rulers. “Jhe officers of an army 


deriving their jituation from the 


gove ei fqgpowers, are apt to re- 
— en Ives “ under r pe rfonal 
© aka tions to and devendent u pon 


thofe powers: “ fe intereft and 


oa ] , . : } - ]; ee: ce) . 

INCinatlons, Whole directions and 

te hth Sita Pa | ay os faim on > f. wn 

opinions, tney are for the mok part 

. sfiane , 3S af oe - 

In Contant reaaincis to iupport. 
‘a ' 


A itanding army renders a militia 
idle, aud therefore ufclets and con- 
temptible. 
tizaus of government ; 


It provic les for the par- 
it arms the 
pertizans of government ; it dil- 
arms, it paralizes their opponents. 
Hence the predileGion of the mo- 
narchies of Europe for flanding 
armies; not to defend themlelves 
againit invaders from without, but 
hiberty from within. 

It would therefore be my bufi- 
neis to invent, to forge, to create 
reaions for appointing a ftanding 
force, if no real motive enifled. 
If there were no fears, I would ma- 
nufacture fubdjects of 
there were no foes, I would raife 


ayainkt the friends and principles of 


alarm—.-if 
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them—if invafion were impoifiible, 
I would be loud in my appr-tention 
of it—if by good luck I could tind 
fome real caufe of contention with 
a foreign power, I would be cau- 
tious of ending the difpute until 
the army was completely organizece 
I would fend Ambaffadors to every 
courtoft Europe, that I mght mul- 
tiply the chances of incipient dif- 
pute, and the pretences for contie 
nuing or encrealing the ftanding 
force; regarding all other means of 


accomplilhing my pur; yofes as fub~ 


fidiary, and this as the principal. 
The well known long practifed, 


and fuccefsiul experience of Eu- 
rope would juftity this firm and 
implicit reliance. 

8. With the fame views, I would 
encourage a naval eftabhihmencs: 
thele meafures not only allord a 
to expend in 
over adhe- 


vait fum of money 
rewarding and gaining 
rents by ofhices, pofts, and contracts, 
but the navy in particular furniihes 
moft convenient methods of indu- 
cing the chance of temporary hoiti- 
lity with other powers; and of 
courte the pretexts for continuing 
By a navy I could feek 
for occafion of offence ; but with 
an army alone, I muit wait for 
them. My ambaffadors would be 
ufelefs without a navv, for in this 
country, we can interfere with 
Euiopean politics 1n no other way. 
By a navy I lay hold of the popular 
prejudices of the people; I can afiiit 
indirectly in many waysa monarchy 
hoftile to hberty againit Republics; 
1 gain over to a man the mercan~ 
tile intereft, for whofe protection 
it is oftenfibly (and indeed in a 
preat meaiuré really) raifed sand 
t furnifhes an opportunity of com~ 
manding the feaport towns of any 
{ftate, which might venture a more 
ative oppofition to my views than 
J could fafely fubmit to. 


an armv. 
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Sucu appear to me the obvious 
meatures for a man to adopt plac ‘d 
in a fituation to aim at power in- 
dependent of the people, and who 
inclines to make the attempt. 1 
accuie no man or fet of men in 
this country of any fuch inten- 
tion; the meafures that ftruck 
me as objects of jealouty, are not 
the me afures of one man or of one 
fet of men. 
been adopted after fair difcuflicn, 
and fanciioned by the hishett con- 
ftitutional authority of the peorle: 
until repealed or revoked by equal 
authority, they claim the obedience 
of every friend to good orger and 
his country. 

But we have adopted meafures, 
that were T placed in the fituation 
above detcribed, 1 fhould feduloutly 
have promoted. ‘Though this be 
the laft time, I: muftaortrefpats too 
much on the paper, or on the pati- 
ence of my readers but content my- 
{elf with a very brief review of the 
facts I allude to. 

In dire@ oppoution as I think 
to the apparent meaning cf the 


Mott of them have 


conftitution, vefting the right of 


regulating commerce in congrefs, 
the treaty making power has been 
conceded to the executive. Con- 
trary as I think to that conftitu- 
tion, the right of demanding ap. 
propriations for created offices has 
been claimed. 

Tur doétrine of confidence in 
the executive has been ureed in 
this country with almoft as much 


per! feverance as bv the friends of 


Mr. Pitt the minifter, in England. 

Farr, open, decent and argu- 
mentative oppol fitien to the meaf- 
ures of the prevailing party has 
been always received within doors 
and without, as evidence of diffat- 
istaction, of defiens hoftile to the 
union; of preference to the French 
intereft, and enmity to our own 
country: and this in terms of grols, 


ADDRESS. 


perfevering, and moft ungentte- 
manlike abufe. 

‘dunk alien law calculated to op- 
erate againit the emigration cf 
perions hoitile to the tyrranny of 
Luro pey has been enac¢ied in appa- 
rent eppofition to tne language of 
the couftitution. ‘The feditior 
law, founded and defended upon 


the quibbling diftincrion between 


Teor lating and reftr “ning, has 
been paff. d alfo, directly in the 
teeth of what has ulually been 
conceinvedthe plain meaning cf that 
conititution. Doubtful of this dis 


tiiciuon, the aavocates for thole 
laws have boldly reforted to the 
comprehentive doctrine of implied 
owers,. 

‘Tux flate governments have 
latcly been the objects of diftruft 
and abufe in the print ufually ree 
garded as favouring the prevailing 
party. Mr. Fenno’sphilip: ic againit 
republ can governmeiits, the ac- 
knowledyed principles cf Lberty ; 
and his ridicule ef the old few with 
a farrow of pigs, will not be for 
rotten in hafte. Nor can the for- 
cible {not to fay violent) language 
of the prefident againft the princi- 
ples of freedom adopted and pro- 
pagated by the French nation in 
common with ourlelves, doctrines 
at the head et which are the fove- 
reigenty of the people, and the 
richts of man, be otherwife than 
grating to the true friends of our 
conftitutions However excellent 
his intentions, or found his judg- 
ment, too much I think has been 
urged in his anfwers to addreffes, 
avainft French principles and falfe 
philufophy, principles and philofo- 
phy, which (however abufed) will 
ftand the teft of all the argument 
all the farcafm, and the declama- 
tion of their opponents, whoever 
thev mav be. Nor can the evident 
pre ference of the intereft of Great 
Britain, nor the fafhionable vioe 











ME PB se nigh. 


~~ 














POLITICAL ANECDOTES. 


lence of language againft the 
French, nor the irritability mani- 
fefted in all our proceedings with 


that nation (unjuftifiabie as much 
of their conduct has bee 
erally If they have at- 
tacked us, let us return it; but 
the unbecoming ungentlemanly vi- 
olence of expreffion ufed in 
legiilature, and in publications ot 
authority agaift that nation, has 
been molt difyraceful to the coun- 
try in which it has been adopted. 
Nor fhall 1 dwell upon the ob- 
vious objet s to the navy 
the army; the favourite meatures 
of the partizins of the day. sy 
navy is uleful to defend one mi 
of dollars at the expente + 


) be -Cil= 
nh) de g il 


approved. 


our 


ion 


and to 


10 


f tr? 


four; but wherefore the army 19 
now to be orga:ized, as the prof= 
pect of war is vanifhing, it would 
not be ealy to tell. 

Otrrrer circumi{tances occur to 
me, but L have been too long al- 
ready ; the coincidence of thete 
meatures and opinions with what 
a leader inclined to defpotifm 

might with, will naturally excite 
a jealonfy of their tendency. | 
hope they will be fleadily oppofed, 
but oppofed in the only juftifiable 
way of oppolition under a free 
government, by difcuflion in the 
firft initance, and a chang ge of per- 
fons by conititutional cledtion, if 
no other method will fucceed. 
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Political Anecdotes, and Sketches of Congressional Characters. 


(From Callender’s Sedgwick & Co.) 


of Mr. Coxe 
a citizen 
But it 
the umpla- 


THE difmifion 
can 
of his independent 
places in a ftrone light 
cable and favaye tpirit of \ 
al factions Mr. Beckley affords 
another inftance. Our pilot-boat 
ambaffador to Lifbon obtained his 
diimifiion by a majority of 
and by an exprels 
iles of cong 


hardly incommode 


citate. 


the roy- 


aie, 
breach of a 
tanding ru The 
moment that this meafure had been 


rekse 


atta ed, the wh le en rines of the 
junto were fet at work to effect his 
ruin, although he was then lan- 
guilling apparently on the brink 


et the grave; and was knownto 
‘ ten 
cuntary 


had a 1 i 
pottets property worth times 


the amount of fome pe en- 


garements in which friendthip had 
. " * . ‘ 

involved him. Humphries, who 
attempted to affuifinate Mr. Bache, 


ifty dollars; and, on 
charge his penalty, re- 
ceived notice that it had been paid 
already. He hath fince been fe- 
lected by Mr. Adums to carry dif- 
patches to our three envoys at Pa- 


was fined in 
goin r to cdi {i 


rise Reader! paufe and refie& om 
conduct that beggars all commen- 
tary. The next confpirator for 
the murder of Mr. Bache ought not 
to complain for want of previous 
encouragement. 

On April 13th, 1798, Mr. Hare 
per, in the houle of reprefenta- 
tives, attacked Mr. Findley in a 
fpeech that concludes thus: * [ 
“ thould never have troubled the 
* houfe on the fubje@ of this per 
*“ fon’s conduct, did not that age 
“ which he difhonors, render him 
* an unfit object tor perfonal cha- 
“j{tiement.” There can be no 
better fubject fora horfewhip than 
Harper himfelf, and the chance is, 
that Mr. Findley, if twenty years 
youn could with eate have kick- 
ed him round the ftate houfe yard, 
This browh a ing attorney is not 
always fo delicate on the fcore of 
his character. Inthe Aurora of 
the 24th of March laft, two effays 
treated Mr. Harper with freedom 
and yuftice. At the bettom of one 


rer,c 


of them, the writer, Mr. William 
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Duane, gave notice, that his name, 
though not publithed, was left with 
the printer. The other was tub- 
fcribed at full length, and refuted 
a fhafding yatcempt which aoe Har- 

per, two “day s before 9 had nade in 
the Aurora, to deny a silleiea in 
Sketches of the history of America. 


No intimation has been given of 


perfonal chaftiiement. Lequaci- 
ous even beyond Samuel Dexter, 
petulant, i ignorant, er brutal, Mr. 
Harper is equally fitted to furprife 
by the volubility of his 
ons, and the extravagance of his 
untruths. Of his manners a por- 
trait may be found in Tacitus: 
Adversus superiores tristi adulati- 
one, arrogans minoribus, inter pa- 
res dificilis.* If the citizens of 
Ninety-fix poffefs the fainteft ray 
of political knowledge, they will 
infallibly, at the next election, 
difcharge Harper from a fituation 
that he fo inexpreflibly difgraces. 
Mr. Finpiey is not the only 
gentleman, who has, during the 
prefert feffion, been attacked with 
calumny and rudenefs by this legif- 
Fative rattlefnake. If fuch lan- 
guage founds roughly, let it be ob- 
ferved for what kind of a public 
this book is written; and, that of 
Lifton’s Gazette and Ruffel’s Cen- 


affirmati- 


tinel, the two newipapers moft ex 


tenfively circulated in Bofton and 
Philadelphia, each is fupereminent- 
ly di ftineuithed for buffo ponery and 
blackguardilm. In a field of con- 
troverfy, where truth and reafon 
are often ufelefs and defpifed; 

a city, like that cf The Brethren, 
where forgeries are deteGted with- 
out exciting a blufh; where a fo- 
reign envoy’s agent is permitted 
to publifh a daily fheet of flander, 
where the only ‘eiehiadl of moral 
character is your extent of credit at 
the bank, it may fometimes be ad- 
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vifeable to gratify the national tafe 
by condeicending to engage an ad- 
verfary at his own weapons. 

From this apology, I proceed 
with Mr. Harper. Onthe 29th 

March laft, he inveighed arainft 
Mr. Giles, with his wonted info. 
lence, and his wonted want of ve- 
racity. Next day that centleman 
rofe to reply. He was interrupted 

Mr. Brooks of New-York, an 
ardtocratical orator of the moft 
clownilh and repulfive fpecies, and 
who is as much below Giles in the 
intelleQual, as he is below Harper 
in the mechanical qualifications of 
aipeaker. Though the Virginian 
replied to the vulgarity of Brooks 
with the utmofl temper and polite- 
nefs, and with a degree of defer- 
ence and attention which the clo- 
thier was far from aheing, no- 
thing lefs than a quarrel and a du.-. 
e| Seemed fufficient to ferve his 
aim. Mr. Giles was ina bad ftate 
of health, and it might be an ob- 
ject of importance to fatigue and 
perplex him. The attempt was 
unfuccefsful. Mr. Giles d lifplayed 
that nervous brevity; that perfua- 
five modeity, that accuracy of in- 
formation, and that acutenefs of 
argument, which have fo frequent- 
ly ae themfelves upon the efs 
tcem of every judge of merit. In 
the third congrefs, and the firft, 
under the new conftitution, which 
deferves that refpectable name, this 
member was the Ajax Telamon of 
his party. Patient, fteady, collec&- 
ed within himfelf, Mr. Giles was 
always willing to hear and prepared 
to encounter the lively eloquence 
of Ames, the cuckow prattle of 
Dexter, the pertinacious fophiftry 
of William Smith, and the fono- 
rous but malignant infignificance 
of Sedgwick. 


* « Wretchedly fervile to his fuperiors, infolent to his inferiors, and 


“ furly to his equals,” 





* 


a 











‘ 
j 








A LETTER FROM GE 


FORGE NICHOLAS. 


rt 








[ us j 


aia from page 57.) 


YOU fay “we think that no 
words can juftify fedition under a 
conftitution formed as a bafis of 
government amongft a civilized 
are We fubmit with chear- 
fulnefs to laws regularly enact- 
ed by a great majority of our ru- 
lers.’’ 

It is not necefflary for us to en- 
quire whether the authors of falfe 
and malicious publications, which 
the law denominates libels, ought 
to be made punifhable by law ; 
becaufe they have always been 
liable to fuch punifhment. ‘The 
queftion is, have congtefs a tight 
to pafs a law on that fubject, and 
under the pretext of providing a 
punifhment for that offence, which 
the laws of the different ftates had 
before fufficiently provided, to de- 
{troy the hberty of the prefs, cons 
trary to an éxprefs prohibition 
contained in the federal conftitus 
tion ? Seditious writings do not 
conftitute the only, or the greatefl 
offence which can be committed 

nagainft the community ; why, the nl 
has not congreis provided | punith- 
ment for the Coviiiily 
for this reafony becaufe they had 
no conftituticnal power given them 
to pafs fuch laws. There is the 
fame reafon againfl their pafling 
laws on this fubje@, with this ad- 
ditional one, that the conftitution 
exprefsly declares, that they 
fhall pafs no law abridging the 
freedom of the pre {s.’ If i 
atked where is the injury ethan 
trom this law, if there were other 
laws on the fame fubje, exittin 
in the different ftates, prior to the 
paflawee of this law? I antwer, 
that the wrong confifts in their 
alfumin? to themfelves, a power 


others ? 


to iegitlate on a fubject, not only 
not entrufted to them, but 
lutely forbid them, by the conlti- 


ablo- 


tution ;" that if this is once allow- 
ed, the only barriers contained in 
the conftitution for the fecurity of 
liberty, will be deftroyed; and 
that this law ought to be confider- 
ed, not as the final regulation 
which is intended to be made on 
this fubject, but as an experiment 


only, to try the temper of the 
people ; and as the forerunner of 
other a&s that would toon be paff- 


ed re{pecting it, upon a much more 
extentive {cale, if this is fubmitted 
to. If any man doubts that this 
would be the cafe, let him exams 
ine the infamtous fedition bill paff- 
ed by the fenate, which deftroyed 
the liberty of fpeech, as well as the 
freedom of the prefs—a bill which 
was altered in the houfe of repre 
lentatives, fo as to bring it into 
its prefent fhape, only by a very 


Iniall majoritye But, evew that 
bill was not moré unconftitutional 


than the one 
p paffed, 


which has aaually 
becaufe the conftitution 
gives nv other fecurity for the en- 
joyment of one of thefe privile- 
wes, than it does for the ‘other; 
and they might, alfo, at the fame 

time, as conftitutionally, have at- 
tacked religious liberty ; becaufe 
that aifo depends on the fame 
claufe in the confiitution, which 
is in’ thete 
{hall make no Jaw refpecting an 
eftablilhment of religion, or pro- 
hibiting the free exercife thereof, 


? . 
words: “ Congrets 


-oral bridgi ut the freedom of tpeech, 


or of the prefs, or the right of 
the people pe aceably to affemble 
and to 


for a redrefs of grievance 


’ 
petition the governm ‘nt 
.” But 
itis aréued by the Peter ay of the 
law, that if fimilar laws do now 
exiftin the different ftates, that this 

not abridge the treedom 
of the prefs, and, therefore, is no 
mm of the « 


law does 


violatu onftitution. This 


() 


~ 
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by no means follows, as a confe- 
quence, for although the ftate le- 
giflatures may have conftitutional- 
ly pafled laws on this fubjecy un- 
der the powers given to them by 
the {tate reg Sh yet congrets 
could have no right to pals iuch 
the “Federal conftitu- 
they fhall pais 


laws, when 
tion declares that 
no laws refpecting it. The prohi- 
bition contained in the federal 
con{titution 1s, that congress shall 
mot exercise this power at all, but 
leaves the power asit ftood before, 
in the ftate governments; and the 
laws exilting in the flate govern. 
rendered the pafling of 
fuch a law by congrets altoge- 
ther unneceflary. Becaufe, as 
feditious writings were forbid and 
penis le by the laws of eve- 

y ftate, and no officer of the ge- 
rovernment loft the protec- 
tion of the ftate laws by going in- 
would have the fame 


ments, 


neral 


fice. he 


rightto apply to a court under the 
ftate laws, for redrefs of any inju- 
ry of this kind that any other citi- 


zen would haves Befides, the re- 
y this act are public 
nd it has hea fo- 
amniy determined in common law 
ourts, that a libel againft an offi- 
even to 


NS, a! 


A eg 


~ 


tal character, belonging 
a foreign country, ts cognizable 
and punifhable in thofe courts :— 
there can be no doubt, therefore, 
but that a libel againtt 


of the general government, 


me 
an omeer 
which 


is fo immediate connected with 
the ftate -overnments, as to be in 
fome refpeds the government of 
each {tate alfo, and whofe conftitr- 
tiona! acts are the fupreme Jaw in 
each ftate, would alfo be se to 
ble in t {tate courts. his ar- 
gum mav alfo be ftronely illuf- 


trated another wav. * The United 


States, in their united or collec- 
sive capacity, are the objects ta 


' 
So the 
ions in the 


a | | } ‘aye Lt : 
os se 4s ai al alt 
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conftitution muft refer.” Now, it 
is evident, that though reftriGions 
on the freedom of the pre{s, with 
various limitations, are known in 
each ftate, individually, yet in the 
United States, as such, no fuch 
reftriction was known, prior to the 
adoption ef that conftitution ;— 
when, therefore, the conftitution 
declares, that congrefs thal pats 
no law abridging the freedom of 
the prefs, it muft mean, that they 
fhould eftablifh no legal reftriction 
whatever on it; becaufe any re- 
ftriction, however {mall, w hen im- 
pofed by them, would be aéridging 
the freedom of the beefs : in the 
United States, as such, as no re 

ftriction by them had ever exift ed 
prior to that time. H this claute 
receives the conftrugtion that I 
contend for, it has an important 
and forcible meaning—that con- 
grefs thall not legiflate at all upon 
this fubje@, and it with 
the mafs of powers, which were 
referved to the ftate governments ; 
but if it is conftrved to have re- 
ference to the reftrictions impo- 
fed by the ftate governments on 
the freedom ot the preis, by au- 
thorifinge congre/s to impote fimilar 
nugatory ; bec seal: it 


leaves 


ones, it is 
would make the extent of their 
power depend on the ftate regula 
tions, on this fubject; and would 
make their laws change and fludiu- 
ate, with all the alterations that 
would be made by the flates re- 
fpecting it ; and it Would be void 
alfo, for its unce rtainty, becaute, 
as the reftriétions are different in 
the feveral fates, and as the laws 
of no particular ftates are declared 
to be the criterion whieh fhould 
repulate the condué of conerets 
on this fubje&t, any law they could 


pafs refpecting it, would * alarid 


the freedom of the prets,”” in tome 
of the ftates, althoueh it mioht 


notdo itin others. Untfortunate- 


£ 
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ly for the favourers of this doc- 
trine, their oracle, Hamilton, has 
in{t it inthe moft con- 
‘+, when proving that 


re ifoned a xa 
clufive manne 
a bill of rights, was not only unnee 
ceffary, but that it would have been 
even dangerous: He fays—* | 
bills of rights, 
extent 


o further, that 
and in the 


in the fenfe 


in which they are contended for, 
are not only unnece ffary in the 
¥ but would 


They would 


Exceptions to 
i 


conftitution, 
erous.e 
contain various 
granted ; 
} ld 


this very account, woulc 


powers which are not 
and on 
afiord @ coloradle pretext, to Cla 


more than were granted. For, 


~ 


why declare that things fhall not 
be done, which 
to do? Why, for inftance, fhould 
it be faid, that the liberty of the 
prefs shal restrained, when 
no power is given by which reftric- 


tions may be impofed ? i 


there is no power 


mot be 


vill not 
contend that such @ provision would 
confer a regulating } power, but it 
furnith, 
“ men aA sed io USUIP, a plaus re 


» Dene ed ee oe he _ 
re pretence jor claiming that howe 


is evident, that it would 


er. They casiile urce with a fem. 
blance of reafon, that the confti- 
tution ought not to be charged 
with the abfurdity, of “a viding 
again{t the abule of an authorit 
which was not given, and behes the 
provifion againit reftraining the 
liberty of the prefs afforded a clear 
implication, that a power to pre- 
icribe proper 
ing it, was intended to be vefted 
in the national goveriment. This 
may: ferve as a {pecimen of the 
nunferous handles which would be 


regulations concern. 


to the doctrine of conftruc- 
by the indulgence of an 


given 
vive powers, 
injudicious zeal for bills of rights. 
This reafoning of his, is 


fu fhic 


arlo a 


ent aniwer to the ay rument 


which they draw, fom this prehi- 
é f 


bition on the 


power of congrets, 
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— 


contained in an amendment 
to the conftitution ; which, as the y 
fuppofe, 1s an admiffion dy rmpl: 


being 


the conftitution itfelf 
did give a power to abridge the 
ty of the prefs. This argu- 

may aifo re ceive feveral 
ones Sup- 
s juft, would 


cation, that 


liber 
ment 
other fatisfadt« ry 
pofe this re afoning Ww 


it not follow, that after the amend. 
ment had taken place, by which 
a change had been made in the 


power given to congrefs in this 
reipect by the conftitution, that 
that power, as far as it was incon- 
fittent with the amend 


be as effectually done away 


it ‘had never been given by the 
€ pnigrinngs and as the amend- 
ment fays they fhall pafs no law 


abridging the e freedom of + 

it certainly ‘dee it away entirely» 
Befides, the preamble to the 
ftates, that th 
conventions of a number of the 


ainendments, 


{tates havine, at the time of their 


. -s 

adopting the conftitution, exnvrefl 
a ] 

ed @daeh >» IN ora ty pre ent a 

niiconitruction or nbule Or its 


rinaeww 


and restrictive cla! s thould be 
‘ , ° 1 

added—_and as extending tl 

ground of public confidence in the 

govermment, will beft enfure th 

beneficent ends of its inftitr . 

Confidering thea this partic 

ate oe #1 ac ] ‘ 

clauie in the amendment, ‘ 

: 


either declaratory or restrictive, 
would be contrary to conn 
eine as well as every rule of 

gal conftru¢tion, 
ni Wiich alfo in itfelf con- 


tains the ftro {i ; 
againit the exert {e f fiat ha pOoWe- 
er, amount to an authority to ex- 
ercife it. ‘Faun admit that this 
amendment does prove in the ful- 


} ’ : o1 - . 
lett manner, that ne contututron 
? “ > ‘ 

did rl conerels ach au power 


vet us they had never, prior ¢o the 
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ly exercifed that power, the 
amendment does away that power 
as effeGtually, as if it had never 
exifted at all. For, as the liberty 
of the preds was not actually 
abridged, althcugh congrefs had 
a power under the conflitution to 
abridge it, unt) they had aQtually 
exercifed that power; congrels 
could not, after the adoption of 
the amendment, pafs any Jaw on 
that fubject, becaufe that law 
would then, as to the United States, 
for the firft time, have “ abridged 
the freedom of the preis,” which 
the ameudment declares, that no 
law of their’s fhall do. Another 
ftrong argument, that the coniti- 
tution did not intend to give, 
aud that the amendment did mean 
to prohibit altogether, the power 
of making laws on this fubject, ts 
that no checks are to be found in 
either, fimilar to thofe contained 
an the bills of rights in the fever- 
al ftate conflitutions, guarding 
this power againft abuie. But, 
even this bill admits that every 
fuch law ought to be guarded 
againft an abule of the power 
which it gives; did the framers of 
this conftitution then intend to 
leave it to the pleasure and patri- 
otism of Harper and Otis, and the 
other friends to arbitrary power, 
either to guard their bilis of this 
kind properly, or to fend them out 
unfhackled, that they might the 
better eXec& their purpofe of infpi- 
ving terror. 

The advocates of this bill give 
it great merit, becaufe it declares, 
that in every profecution founded 
on it, the defendant fhall be at li- 
berty, ‘to give in evidence in his 
defence, the truth of the matter 
contained in the publication char- 
ged as a libel.” I can never ac- 
knowledge the jullice of a thief, 
who refiores to aman he has rob- 
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bed, a part only of what he has 
taken from him; but, if I under- 
ftand this bill, this claufe is fo far 
trom refloring any thing, which 
had been before taken away, that 
it adds mockery to oppreflion. In 
fome cafes, the privilege of giving 
the truth of the charge in evi- 
dence, on a profecution for a libel, 
would be important; if, for in- 
flance, A. was to publifh in wr- 
ting, that B, wasa hortfe thief, and 
had flolen his horfe; it A. was 
indicted for this as a libel, it would 
be of great importance, and a 
complete jurifdi€ion to him, if B. 
was really guilty of the clrarge, to 
be allowed to give the truth of it in 
evidence. But in the profecutions 
contemplated and authorifed by 
this act, this would, in ninety- 
nine cafes out of an hundred, be 
no privilege at all. This act de- 
clares that “(if any perfon fhalk 
publifh any falfe, feandalous, or 
malicious writing againft either 
houfe of the congrefs of the Uni. 
ted States, or the prefident of the 
United States, with intent to de- 
fame or briag them or either of 
them into contempt or difrepute, 
or to excite againft them or either 
of them, the hatred of the good 
people of the United States, that 
he fhall be puaifhed by fine and im. 
prifonment.” Now, it muft be ob- 
vious that very few charges that 
will be brought againft either houfe 
of congrefs, or the prefident, wilk 
be founded on a fingle or a fimple 
fact, which will be capable of be- 
ing proved by teftimony, as might 
be done in the cafe already put, of 
a charge brought againft a man for 
{tealing a horfe. 

All political writings contain 
not only facts, but alfo reafoning 
and deduétions drawn from thofe 
fa&ts, and the object of the writer, 
mutt generally be illuftrated by the 
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reafoning and deductions drawn 

from the faéts, and not from the 

facts themfelves: and the libel, if 

it is one, will confift generally, in 

What is contained in that reafon- 

ing and thofe deductions, and not 

in the facts. But evidence can be 

given only of the truth of facts, 

and no teftimony can be brought 

to prove the truth of the opinions 

ftated as ariling out of thofe facts. 

The confequence therefore mutt 

! be, either that A will be found 
guilty of the charge bro’t againft 

chim, becaufe he does not prove the 

truth of that which is incapable 

of being proved ; ce, that he will 

be found guilty or acquitted, ac- 
cording to the political fentiments 

of his jury : upon the fame charge, 

a jury of ‘republicans would acquit 

him—a jury of ariftocrats would 

' condemn him. A would be ac- 
quitted to-day, and B, condemned 
to-morrow, for the tame publica- 
tion. Can this be right f if it ts 
not, does it not prove ungueftion- 
ably, that this pretended privilege 
is adelufion onby ? I will illuftrate 
this reafoning by two examples; 
fuppofe A was to publifh in wri- 
ting, that the prefident had by his 
writiogs declared his approbation 
and efteem of monarchical go- 
vernments, and his difapprobation 
cf, and diflike to republican prin- 
¢ ples; and was to argue from 
nce that he was unworthy of 
ynfideuce of a people, living 

and attached to, a republi- 
‘overnment: and was alfo to 

that the fedition biil was a 

n of the conftitution ina 

lain inftance ; and was then 

that all who had been 
in the pafling of it had 
that conftitution, and by 
had alo viclated teir 
@aths, by which they were bound 
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to fupport that conftitution. If A 
was tried for this publication, he 
might prove by the prefident’s wri- 
tings and the fedition bill, that 
what he faid as to them was true ; 
but how could he prove, that the 
inferences that he drew from 
them—that the prefident was un- 
worthy of public confidence, and 
that all concerned in paffing the 
fedition bill had wilfully violated 
the conftitution and their oaths, 
was true alfo? Neither could it be 
proved by teftimony, and yet as a 
freeman A had a right to form this 
opinion; and the opinion itfelf 
being founded on facts, he had a 
right to communicate it to his fel. 
low citizens, to prevent them from 
placing an improper confidence a 
fecond time in thefe men. But 
for this opinion, A would be ei- 
ther applauded or condemned by a 
jury, according to their private 
political fentiments. This law then 
in the firft place, declares it to be 
an offence to publifh a writing, the 
truth of which is fom its nature 
incapable of being proved; and 
then gracioufly adds, that before 
you are convicted of this offence, 
you may, if you pleafe, make an 
attempt to prove the truth of the 
charge, although that attempt, 
when made, muft be ineffeAual; 
becaufe it is te do a thing which is 
impofhible to be done. If the 
writer’s condemnation or acquittal 
is to depend on the political opini« 
on of a jury, collected in a coun- 
try Feat into political factions, and 
feleted by an officer under the ab. 
folute influence and contro! of hig 
profecutors and enemies, will it not 
put a total flop to all political 
writings, but thofe in favor of the 
meafures of government: and how 
long will ever the fhadow of li- 
berty remain, after the door of 
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information is, by that means, ef- 
fectually barred againft the body 
ef the people ? 

So far trom it’s being right to 
abridge the freedom of fpeech or 
of the prets, when it is exercifed 
to cenfure the meafures of govern- 
mient; it is the only time, when it is 
neceffary to protect either of them. 
As long as the fpeaker or writer 
approves of their meafures, he 
may not only proceed with fafety, 
but he will be thanked and paid 
for it. If he praifes handfomely, 
he will be taken into favor—if he 
acifies the object of his flattery, he 
will confefs that he has “ melted 
his ‘heart.’ It is faid that a plea- 
fing fong has been paid for with 
an office ; that many have been 
given as rewards for addrefles ; 
and that more than one have been 
taken from thofe who refufed to 
become addreffers. 

What has been faid muft prove 
that the liberty of the prefs ought 
to be left where the conftitution 
has placed it, without any power 
in congrefs to abridge it; that if 
they can abridge it, they will de- 
firoy it; and that whenever that 
falls, all our liberties muft fall wath 
it. I cannot clofe this part of the 
fubjeQ better, than by copying 

| 


what was faid refpecting it, by 


our late envoys; their expreflions 
on this occafion are fo juft and for- 
cible, as to give real caute to la- 
ment that their abilities are not 
eftener exerted in illuftratinge and 
enforcing republican principles. 
They fay “the genius of tne con- 
{litution and the opinions of the 


people of the U. States, cannot 


be over-ruled by thofe who admini- 
fier the government. Among thofe 
winciples deemed facred in Ameri- 
i, among thofe facred rights con- 
idered as forming the bulwark of 
their liberty, which the govern- 


went contemplates with awful re- 


-~ 


verence, and would approach only 
with the moft cautious circumspee- 
tion, there is none, of which the 
importance is more deeply impreff- 
ed on the public mind, than the li- 
berty of the prefs. That this li- 
berty is often carried to excefs, 
that it has fometimes depenerated 
into licentioufnefs, is feen an dla- 
mented; but the remedy has not 
yet been difcovered. Perhiaps it is 
an evil infeparable from the good 
with which it is allied: perhaps it 
is a fhoot which cannot be flripped 
from the ftalk without wounding 
vitally the plant from TWDOIiCD it is 
torn.”’ 

Do you not difcover how mate- 
ially the language of many of the 
warmeft advocates of the meafures 
of government, has been changed, 
re{peting thefe bills. When they 
vere firlt enacted, they were the 
caulesof great joy and triumph, to 
the whole party ; and the meft 
zealous amongit them, infulted, 
bullied and threatened all who 
would not admit that they were 
both constitutional and necessary ; 
and every art and argument were 
ufed, to bring the people into this 
way of thinking; and notwith- 
Ganding they had been oppofed by 
nearly one half of the houte of re- 
prefentatives, were ditliked by a 


great majority of the people of 


America, and were confidered as 
unconttitutional, by great numbers 
who had always been among the 
warmeft fupporters of the govern- 
ment; many of the moft influen- 
tial characters in the government 


party, took every opportunity to. 


exprefs their contempt, fer all who 
difapproved of them ; and the of- 
ficers of government, to irritate 
them as much as poilible, gave the 
title of thefe bills as names, to two 
of the public armed veffels ; call- 
ing one “the Sedition act cutter,” 
aml the other “the Alien law 
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fmack.”* But having failed inall for fear of irritating and o nop 4 
their attempts, either to bully or ing thofe, who by their voting for 
convince the people; and finding and patronizing thefe bills, ne 
that they were determined not to already proved themfelves to be 
entruft their liberties to thefe who enemies to our conftitution and 
advocated thefe bills; they now hiberties.s Away with reafoning 
admit, that thefe bills were impo- of this kind; intelligent freemen 
litic, becaufe they were ufele fs ; ; cannot be decaived by it; they 


o* 


? 
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and becaufe they were calculated will difcover that it is an election- 
to create unneceffary difeontents eering trick; that it is intended to 
and jealonfies among us. Butftill put them off their guard, and to 
thefe men do not acknowledge, tnduce them to truft their liberties 
that they are unconititutional ; tn the hands of men who, even if 
and therefore, if they have it in they are honeft in their declara- 
their power fo to do, they muft, tions, differ with them in opinion 
to be €onfiftent with themfelves, as to the true meaning of fome of 
vote for fimilar bills,wheneverthey the moft important parts of our 
may fuppofe, that they will be ex- conftitution ; and who from their 
pedient. ‘The people who oppofe own acknowledgments, muft be 


er bills on the ground of their bound in conftieace to vote for fi 
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benever they fhall 
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being unconf{titutional, ought ne- milar ill J 
} 





ver to vote for men, who are oppo- ii dive it xhedient todo fo. The 

fed to them, only becaute. they private virtues of fuch men ought 
ie) pa ee ; Je ; } #8 

coniider them as being rn dient tobe no inducement with the peo- 


at this time. It isalfo extraordi- ple to'ele& them, as they will 


narv, that thefe men who declare caufe them to perfevere in opinions 


that they conlider thefe bills as which the people coniider as dan- 
iy 'y r4 Siu oe . Patent crear an ;,  E- 

ufelefs and impolitic, are againit gerous anddeftructive; andin th 
‘ 


hofe 
the repeal of them, upon a fup- cafes, their fuperior talents, inftead 








pofition that an effort to repeal of being a public benefit, will on- 
them, would trritate men’s minds ty enable them, to fpread the poi- 
to fuch a degree, as to bathe fon contai in their opinions, the 
the opvofition to the attempt more di ly. A promife on 
that they fuppote” will be made the part of a reprefentative, to 
by the governtaent party for their obey the imftru€tions of his confti- 
revival, after the term for which tuents,isno fecurity to them, when 
they are now in force jhall X= they differ from him as to Limpor- 
pire. So that the policy of thefe tant political p tes. Inftrue- 
gentlemen amounts to this; it will tions muf co to" fpecified obi Cis, 
be expedient, to let thefe bills, but after they ire OBeved as ta 

hich th icknowledge to be ule- thofe obieéts, the jor prin- 
te{ i } T etic, f 1 which nit .. Ci w! x i ly 
sent] Ot tt | pt yvelleve to be may e thr V C i ‘r thape, 
dangerous and unconftitutional; and then the reprefentative may 


continue in force two years longer, confider himfelf as beine at liber- 
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ty to follow his own inclinations. 
If therefore, the alien and fedi- 
tion bills were repealed in confe- 
quence of inftructions, and not be- 
caufe thofe who voted for their re- 
peal thought them unconftitution- 
al, the fame principles might af- 
terwards be approved of by the re- 
prefentatives, in other bills, be- 
fore their coriftituents would have 
an opportunity of inftruéting them, 
as to them alfo; and thus there 
would be an eternal war, between 
the principles and acts of the re- 
prefentative, and the wifhes and 
intereft of his conftituents. The 
only real fecurity that can be gi- 
ven to the people, that their inte 
reft and principles will always be 
duly attended to by their repre. 
fentatives, muft arife from their 
placing that truft in no man who 
does not poffefs both an intereft 
and principles fimilar to their own. 
All true patriots fhould unite in 
declaring thefe bills to be political 
monsters, and in demanding that 
they fhall be put out of exiftence, 
as foon as it can be done conftitu- 
tionally: and to prevent other 
bills of a fimilar nature, from ri- 
fing out of their afhes, they fhould 
vote for no man who will not un- 
equivocally declare that congrets 
have no conftitutional power to 
pafs fuch bills, under any poffible 
ftate of things. 

But you declare that “you are 
fatisfied with thefe laws, becaufe 
they have been regularly enacted 
by a great majority of our ru- 
lers.”” You are certainly miftaken, 
as to the fact of their having been 
pafied by agreat majority. Thefe 
bills as well as feveral other very 
important meafures, were adopted 
by very fmall majorities ; which 
circumftance, alone, ought to have 
been fufficient with moderate men, 
to have prevented their voting for 
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them; becaufe in a free couhtty; 
radical changes, even if conftitu. 
tional, ought not to be made, but 
by general confent. As to the re 
guiarity of their pafiage, 1 have 
not enquired into it; but if they 
had no right to pafs fuch a&s, the 
obfervance of no forms in the paff- 
ing of them, could make them 
conftitutional when pafled; the 
molt wretched of all governments, 
is that, where the form of it is 
retained, after the fubitance is 
loft; this I take to be the prefent 
fituation of the Britifh govern- 
ment, and is the true reafon why 
their king is now the moft abfolute 
monarch on earth. 

You fay, “we hope to fee a 
force raised fufficientto keep peace 
at home, and awe all foreign pow- 
ers.” If I underftand this pros 
perly, it amounts, not only toa 
wifh to fee a ftanding army -but 
alfo to have one of the largeft 
fize; becaufe no other kind could 
poflibly “ awe all foreign powers.” 
This, then, is another improve- 
ment, which has lately been intro 
duced into our political fyltem ; 
our old patriots confidered ftanding 
armies, as the moft powerful en- 
gines of arbitrary power, and the 
inoft dangerous enemies to republi- 
can governments; but, our mos 
dern patriots have difcovered, that 
this was an error, and that a large 
ftanding army isa neceffary ingre- 
dient in a good republican govern 
ment; although they fometimes 
inform us, alfo, that France has, 
within five years, loft her liberty 
by the means of one, and that the 
is now governed by a military def- 
potifm. I have read, without 
emotion, the arguments which have 
been ufed in a hireling paper, and 
by the tools of party in congrefs, 
to prove the neceffity of having a 
large ftanding army, to keep in 
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fiwe the free citizens of’ our repub- 
lican government; becanfe I defpif- 
el them, as well as their arguments : 
but, to fee thofe arguments now fe- 
peated, by the pen of a real and 
well informed patriot, makes me 
fhudder. Look at the public decla- 
rations of ’76, in which you con- 
curred— ee how different the fen- 
timents they contain, are, from what 
you now avow; and then inform me 
of the caufe of the change. It 
¢annot proceed from any apprehen- 
fions entertained of internal coim- 
motions upon the prefent occafion, 
becaute you declare, that “ the una- 
nimity of the people of America is 
altonilhing; and that Kentucky is 
the only difcontented fate in the 
union.” Ibefeech you, my friend, 
réconfider this fubject, and do not 
put it it the power of the friends 
of arbitrary pewér, to quote your 
épinion as an authority, in favor of 
one of their moft damnadle doc- 
trines. ; 
You fay, “ We entertain not any 
apprehenfions of danger from the 
French, and the Spaniard, the cow- 
ardly Spaniard, is too much afraid 
of us, to give us the leaft infult in 
future, however great a favorite he 
may be in Kentucky.” From the 
obvious meaning of the whole of 
this fentettce, I apprehend, that you 
have taken up improper ideas of the 
opinions, views and defigns of the 
people in this country. I will en- 
deavor to give youa true reprefen- 
tation of all of them, as far as they 
have come to my knowledge. 
Fikst—as to our difpute with 
France. We think that our go- 
vernment gave the firft real caufe of 
offence to the French nation; that 
the French have carried their refent- 
ment of this injury, to a very un- 
juttifiable length; that our govern- 
ment did not make ufe of the beft, 
ér the moft Hikely means, to heal the 
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breach in the friendfhip between the 
two ations; nay, that the fteps 
which they have taken, have had a 
manifeft tendency to widen that 
breach; that peace might {till be 
obtained, if it was properly fought 
after, although the French have 
now made very improper and unjul- 
tifiable demands on America; and 
although there is reafon to fuppofe, 
that they have alfo now formed fome 
improper views as to use We la 
ment that any juft caufe of offence 
was given to that nation—we recol- 
le&t with concern that effectual 
means were not ufed to bring about 
a reconciliation with her, and that 
all attempts at a reconciliation are 
now laid afide—we rejoi¢e that her 
improper demands were rejected—— 
and we think that effectual defenfive 
mieafures ought to be taken, to guard 
us dgainft any improper defigns that 
fhe may now have formed refpecting 
us——but we do not think, that any 
thing that has happened, could juf- 
tify our government to their own 
country, either in commencing or 
precipitating a war between the two 
nations—and that even an a@ua! 
{tate of war, would not have jufti- 
fed thofe meafures of their’s, which 
I have already oblfervedon; becaufe 
they exceeded their conftitutional 
powers, and becaufe their evident 
tendency was, by dividing, to weak- 
enuse As to the Spaniards—fo far 
from our feeling any predilection for 
that nation, we have; untif lately, 
Keen accuftomed to view he? with 
very unfriendly eyes; but our fe- 
fentment againft her has ceafed en- 
tirely, fince fhe has done us juftice ; 
and we now wifh, to keep up with 
her, that friendly and liberal com- 
mercial intercourfe, which is f@ ob- 
vioutly to the intereft of both coun- 
tries—but we wilh to form no othef 
connexion whatloever with her. Ii 
jhorty we have no improper attacha 
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ments to any foreign nation—-we 
are true Americans, having no po- 
litical objects in view, but the wel- 
fare, independence and liberty of 
our country. Andif the time fhall 
really come that we are attacked, 
by any foreign mation, we will give 
the lie to thofe who now flander us 
—not by prefenting “ loyal and du- 
tiful addrefies’——nor by foliciting 


for lucrative commiflions—nor by’ 


enrolling ourfelves in the corps of 
volunteers, which from their hav- 
ing been unconftitutionally raifed 
and officered, there is every reafon 
to fuppofe are intended to be ufed 
for the worft of purpofes—but b7 
turning out as freemen and militia 
(the only natural, fafe and conftitu- 
tional defenders of their country,) 
to protect ~- defend all that we 
hold moft dea 

We have been repeatedly inform- 
ed, that it has been reported in the 
other ftates, that it is oar wifh and 
intention to feparate fromthe union. 
I cannot give you any better infor- 
mation on this fubject, than is con- 
tained in an addrefs from me to the 
citizens of Kentucky, from which 
the following is an extract. 

* Ir has been currently reported 
and vehemently afferted, that thofe 
perfohs who have in this ftate, de- 
clared their difapprobation of fome 
of the late meafures of the general 
government, are actuated by a wifh 
and a def fien, to Sleftroy the contti- 
tution and the union of the United 
States. This isa charge of an im- 
portant nature, and therefore ought 
to be fupported by fuilicient teftimo- 
ny. Proof is particularly requifte 
to fupport fuch a charge; becaufe, 
from the nature of it, it cannot be 
contfadicted by pofitive proof, asa 
falie charge as to men’s actions may 
generally be. Men’s objects and 
views are locked up in their own 
breafts, and can be fully known only 
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to themfelves; but fill fuch ciretint- 
{tances may be collected from their 
declarations, their fituation, or theit 
conduct, as will go a great way in 
explaining what their views really 
are. Some fuch proofs ought, there- 
fore, always to be given, “to fupport 
a charge of evil defiz rns» But no 
proof of any kind is broug rht to fup- 
port this charge; it refts ‘altogethe r 
on the affertion of thofe making it; 
an aflertion, proceeding from ma- 
lice, and made to anfwer the views 
of party. The fituation of thofe 
aeainft whom the charge is brought, 
affords the ftrongeft prefumptive evi- 
dence againft the truth of that 
charge. We are citizens of this 
country, dave qur all bere, and con- 
fider it as the permanent refidence, 
for ourfelves and our pofterity.—— 
That which will be to the lafline 
and ultimate intereft of this coun- 
try, mutt be our intereft alfo. Wilk 
thofe who bring this charge againft 
us, fay, that it will be to the intereft 
of this ftate, to feparate from the 
other ftates in the union? They cer- 
tainty will not. How then does it 
happen, that we would wilh to fee 
an event take place contrary to the 
true intereft of our country, when 
our private intereft muft in that re- 
feet be infeparable from that of the 
ftate at large. Is this intereft of a 
doubtful nature, o1 are we alone 
fuch fools as not to be able to diltin- 
guifh it, although there has been no 
difference of fentiment on that fub- 

ject, in any other part of America, 
fot upwards of twenty years? If I 
under{tand the nature of the charge, 
itis fot founded on a fuppofition 
that we have not underftanding fuf- 
ficient to enable us to comprehend 
what the real intereft of our coun- 
try is; but that we are wicked enough 
to with to facrifice that interelt, to 
our fuppofed private views. Buty 
before we ought to be futpected of 
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having finned intentionally; it fhould 
be fhown that we had fome tempta- 
tiontocommitthatiin. ILask then, 
what are thofe private views which 
are fuppofed to have influenced our 
conduct; and what are the perfonal 
advantages which could be expected 
by rational*men fituated as we are, 
which could be fuffiicient to com- 
penfate us for the ruin and deitructi- 
on which would certainly be brought 
upon our country and pofterity, by 
the adoption of fuch a meafure ? 
Can the wifeft man amongii us fore- 
fee, if a feparation fhould take place, 
what would be our political fituati- 
on? Lf he cannot, how can he afcer- 
tain that this feparation would pro- 
mote his private views? And would 
any man in his fenfes, wilh to fee 
fuch an attempt made, with all its 
attendant dangers, unlefs he faw 
clearly that if it fucceeded, it would 
certainly procure him great private 
advantages? He certainly would 
not. If then no fufficient reafon 
can be iuggefied from our prefent 
fituation, or from our future prof- 
pects, why we fhould be fuppofed to 
with to fee a feparation take place ; 
have we juftified the charge which 
has been brought againft us, by any 
declaration that this is our with? 
Examine our public declarations on 
this fubje@t, they unjformly hold a 
different language, and thofe decla- 
rations are acknowledged to be in 
ftrict conformity to our intereft; 
they ought therefore to be confider- 
ed as exprefling our true fentiments, 
until fome fuflicient evidence is giv- 
en to prove the contrary. 

‘“ Tr our private declarations have 
contradicted thofe which we have 
made in public, let it be proved, 
and 1 will then agree, that there 
is fufficient reafon to believe, that 
our public declarations are deceit- 
ful; but until fome proof of this 
kind is brought, it ought to be fup- 
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pofed, both from our real intereft, 
and our public declarations, that 
we are warmly attached both 
to the conftitution and the United 
States. Nothing can more jultly 
biing difcredit upon accplers of any 
kind, than their naming one fet of 
pertons as being guilty of the charge, 
at one time and place; anda differ- 
ent fet at another time and place. 
This is exactly the fituatiou of our 
accufers upon this occafions When 
this charge ‘is brought forward in 
this ftate,-it is confined toa few, 
and it is unequivocally declared, that 
the body of the'people are innocent of 
it; but when it is mentioned in any 
other ftate, the charge is then ex- 
tended to the ftate at large. From 
this it appears that there is a double 
object in making this falfe charge, 
firit to deceive the bulk of the peo- 
ple in this flate, as to the views of 
a part of their fellow citizens; and 
then to give the inhabitants or, the 
other flates falfe impreffions as to 
the real objects of the people at large 
in this ftate: and to aniwer the real 
objects of the charge, which is to 
deceive whenever it ismade, it isne.’ 
ceffary to coniine it to a few, when 
it is {tated here, and to make it ge- 
neral when it is exhibited in the o- 
ther ftates. To give this charge 
fome colour of truth, when they find 
that they can adduce no teftimony 
to fupport it, thofe who make it, 
fay, that, unleis we are actuated by 
fuch a defign as they falfely attri- 
bute to us, no fuilicient caufe can 
be afligned for our prefent po- 
litical conduct. Great, indeed, muft 
have been the change which has ta- 
ken place in the fentiments of the 
people of America, if they cannot 
{ee a fufficient caufe for our prefent 
condua&, in the belief which is 
ftrongly imprefled on our minds, 
that our liberties, and the conftitue 
tion of our country are in danger: 
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aithough they may not fee thefe 
things in the fame point of view 
that we do, they certainly ought to 
acknowicdge, that as long as we 
are under the influence of thefe im- 
preflions, that that alone will be 
fufficient to account for our prefent 
conduct. They cannot deny the 
truth of this pofition, unlefs they 
feel a conviction that they have now 
become fo indifferent about their 
liberties, as to be incapable of mak- 
ing 2 ftruggle in their defence, when 
they fnall confider them as being 
really in danger. ‘The different 
mediums through which we view 
our prefent political queftions, will 
naturally caufe us to form different 
opinions concerning them; but, 
from the opinions which we have 
really formed as to them, thofe who 
differ from us in opinion, ought to 
be fatisfied that our prefent conduc 
proceeds from the ftrongeft attach- 
ment, and not from ‘enmity to the 
conftitution and the union of the U- 
nited States: beeaufe, as the union 
is fupported, and can be fupported, 
only by the conftitution, and as 
that conftitution cannot long be 
preferved, unlefs it is confidered as 
facred, thofe are the only real 
friends to the union, who endeavour 
to preferve that conftitution from 
violation. From the juft indignati- 
on which you muft feel at having 
the fentiments of the ftate at large 
upon this important fubject, fo 
much mifreprefented in other ftates; 
from a know ledge that thofe who 
bring this charge againft us here, 
be fore you, exhibit the fame charge 
againft you in the other ftates before 
the people of America; you ought 
to liften with great caution, to thofe 
charges which are brought here, a- 
gainft fome of your fellow Citizens. 
You fhould always recolleat, that 
whenever it is found that you can- 
not be deceived as to mealures, 
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the next moft effedtual flep, is, to 
try to deceive you as to the views 
of thofe who oppofe thofe meafures 3 
becaufe it is well known, that, if 
you can be fatisfied that their oppos 
fition proceeds from bafe and i impros 
per motives, a part of the juft in- 
dignation which you would then feel 
againgt them, would be transferred 
to the oppofition itfelf. Prudence 
as well as charity therefore requires 
that you fhould: believe no fuch aes 
cufation until it is proved, and then 
only, as to thofe again{! whom it is 
proved. 

l navr faid fo much as to the 
truth of the charge, confidering it 
as involving others as well as myfelfs 
I have ftated my opinion and belief, 
that it is falfe as tothem; fo fag 
as I am involved in it, I know, and 
declare it to be falfe. From. the 
declaration of independence, to this 
day, I have been uniformly and 
warmly, a friend to the union of A. 
merica; from the time of publifhing 
the prefent conftitution of the U. 
nited States, by the convention 
which formed it, to this day, I have 
been uniformly and warmly a friend 
to it: and I have proved my attach- 
meat to both as well by my actions. 
as my words. No action of my 
life, can be brought forward, which 
ought to caufe a fulpicion of the 
reality of my attachment to either 
of them. The reality of that ate 
tachment was never doubted before 
I came to this country; the forego- 
ing letters will prove that the go- 
vernment has given me no perfonal 
caufe of difguft fince I came here ;, 
and I defy any man to fay, thatdur-~ 
ing my refidence of nine year? and 
a half in this ftate, he has ever 
heard me utter a word, which could 
prove, that | did not ftill feel thefe 
attachments in the ftrongeft degree : 
when it is recolleed that I now 
differ in fentimentsfrom feveral with 
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whom J formerly converfed freely 
and confidentially, on political fub- 
jects, this appeal ought to have its 
due weight. Ialfo declare, that, fo 
far from my thinking that a fepara- 
tion of the uniorwould be proper, or 
my withing to fee it take place, 
Iam, and always have been firmly 
of opinion, that it would be deftruc- 
tive, and equally fo, to eyery part 
of the United States; and that, if 
fuch an attempt fhould be made, 
I would oppofe it by every means 
in my power: andIdo affert, that 
fo far from my being privy to 


any fuch defign, I do not believe _ 


that any fuch defign does exift in 
this ftate: and that during my refi- 
dence in this country, I have never 
heard even one man, exprefs an o- 
pinion that it ought, or a wilh that 
it fhould take piace.””—— 
IvLattrer myfelf that thefe ob- 
fervations will be fufficient to remove 
any unjuft impreffions which have 
been made on your mind, as to our 
opinions and defigns. But, fince 
you have mentioned the Spaniards, I 
will inform you what our suspicions 
are of the views of our government 
towards that natione ‘The war in 
which we are engaged with the 
French nation, promifes no poflible 
advantages; therefore altho’ the peo- 
ple of America may have been de- 
écived fo faras to induce them to 
¢onfent to enter into the war, the 
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blood and treafure which muft necef- 
farily be expended in its profecution, 
withoutachance ofa beneficial return 
of any kind, will foon make them 
fick of fuch a war; and open their 
eyes, as to the arts which forced 
them intoit. Buta war with Spain, 
would hold out all the allurements 
ariling from the profpeé of conquer- 
ing a rich and weak country; and 
as the Spaniards are now confidered 
by our government, as “a cowardly” 
people,” they probably view that 
profpedt as a very certain one; and 
for this reafon, a war with Spain as 
wellas France, feems to be neceffa- 
ry, to complete the war fyftem of 
our rulers; and if war with all its 
attendant powers, armies, navies, 
&¢. &e. has been their real object; 
and if the improper conduct of the 
French nation was only made ufe of 
as a pretext to obtain that objec} 
there may be ftrong reafon to appre- 
hend that ucha line of condué will 
be purfued, as will prevent that war 
from being terminated too foons 
But you will recollect that I flate 
this as a fufpicion only, which may 
therefore prove to be groundlefs, 
however ftrong the grounds on which 
it is built, may now appear to be; 
and however greatiy that fufpicion 
hath been ftrengthened in my mind, 
by fome fa&ts which have come to 
my knowledge. 


(To be Continued.) 
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DEFINITION OF PARTIES; OR THE POLITICAL EF. 
FECTS OF THE PAPER SYSTEM CONSIDERED. 
j CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 66. 


A PROPOSITION to bottom a 
government exclufively upon a pa- 
per credit—not then exifting—to 
fucceed that which it was to fup- 
port—to flip out of it, as the fnake 
gaits its ikin—a thing of no natural 


being—not the product of human 
labour, but of craft, and liable to 
perpetual fluctuations—would have 
been treated as a foundation, in pur- 
fuing. the principle of property, e- 
gually vifionary with a propofition= 
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to ftrike off twenty millions of hu- 
man pictures, to inveft with power, 
whilit purfuing the principle of 
numbers. 

Suppose fuch a propofition had 
proceeded i in its fyftem, by declar- 
ing that the Legiflature might cre- 
ate an unlim:ted paper medium— 
endow it with a leg ‘iflative influence 
—and abfolve it from t axation; the 
abfurdity would not have been prea- 
ter, although the utter fubverfion 
of every principle refulting from a 
reprefentation of numbers, and a 
refponfibility to public good, would 
have been more apparent. 

Lasour is in fact the great fund 
for human fubfifience—a furplus of 
this fubfiftence is wealth—the fur- 
plus of fome, abridges the neceffa- 
ries or Conveniences of others—and 
however the good of fociety may 
require, that the induftry of indivi- 
duals producing partial inequalities, 
fhould be both advontrouled and en- 
couraged, yet paper-contrivances by 
law (which are not efforts of induf- 
try) having fuch a tendency, are 
fraudulent. They are the firen notes 
of wealth and cunning, defigned to 
fatcinate labour, whilft its fruits are 
devoured. 


Ir the balance of trade, as re- 
gulated by moncy, is againfl “me- 
rica, whence arife the enormous 
banking acquifitions, annually col- 
le&ted by the rich, through the in- 
ftrumentality of paper? Admit that 
thele do not arife from the labour of 
the community, yet they are not 
the product of induftry; and wealth 
accumulated without induftry, is 
more likely to become the nidus of 
vice and monarchy, than of virtue 
and republicanifm. 


Labour in civilized countries, is 
the obje& which tyranny invariably 
ttackse—’tis of courfe the citadel 


The degree 


which liberty defends. 
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of its fafety, is the thermometer of 
good government. 

As paper credit is not refolvable 
up to labour, it is infenfible of the 
leaft degree of fellow-iceling for 
labour. What ulave then muft the 
latter expec under its government? 


PoLttTIcaL property, is diftin- 
guifhable from natural property — 
Land cannot be increafed by law— 
paper-money may. Land, being i il- 
capable of an artificial multiptica- 
tion, cannot by inereafing its quan- 
tity, ftren gthen its influence—with 
paper the cafe is different. Land 
cannot in intereft be at enmity with 
the public good—paper-money is 
often fo. Land cannot be incorpo- 
rated by law, or by an exclufive in- 
tereit, into a political junto—paper 
credit may. Land is permanent, 
paper fluctuating. A Legiflature, 
by a paper leger-demain, may trans- 
fer to themfelves the lands of their 
conftituents—a landed intereft does 
not admit of intricate modifications. 
If the antithefis is juft, the danger 
to be apprehended from the one, and 
the confidence which may fately be 
repofed in the other, evidently evin- 
ce, (allowing the paper credit, at 
its prefent xra, to be juftly entitled 
to payment) that its legiflative in- 
fluence is an ufurpation upon the 
conftitution, refpecting both the 
rights of numbers, and the rights 
of property. 


THE majority of a nation is the 
natural enemy of a paper junto, be- 
caufle the legiflative influence of the 
latter, acts upon, and is an ufurpa- 
tion from, the former. The poli- 
tics of a junto may therefore be ac- 
curately anticipated ; indeed its the- 
ory and practice in all ages are the 
fame. Standing armies—fheets— 
increafe of taxes—extenfion of in- 
fluence and of patronage—in {hort, 
whatever will obviate all attempts 
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for 2 reclamation of political rights, 
will mark its progrefs. 

ALREADY it is whifpered, that 
the public debt is the fupport of go- 
vernment—that the public will can- 
not be intrufted with a legiflative 
influence—in faa, that the influ- 
ence of private intereft, can only 
produce public good. As if honef- 
ty and integrity were entitled to 
lefs confidence, than rapacity and 
corruption. The laft vicious prin- 
ciple of that Englifh model, fo ila- 
vifhly copied, is thus avowed.— 
Judge whether it isa fit bafis for 
republicanifm. 

Ir real honeft public debt, to 
which is due the fan¢ction and fup- 
port of national juftice, ought yet 
to be prohibited from intriguing it- 
felf into an ufiirpation of the legif- 
lative power, how obvioufly uncon- 
ftitutional is it, that artificial bank 
debt, fhould alfo fhare in the difin- 
heritance of the nation? 

In defence of its claim to legif- 
lative power, the paper intereft 
boafts of its public faith—It affumes 
the government, becaufe it fears the 
national juftice, and then claims the 
merit of confiding in itfelf. Itisa 
{pecies of merit, common to all 
ufurpers. 

ABSOLUTE princes get credit, 
and that credit neither legiflates, 
nor fhares in the legiflation. Pub- 
lic credit may therefore exift with- 
out ufurping the government, unle{s 
it acknowledges more faith in def- 
potifm, than in liberty; and if it 
acknowledges this, it is incompati- 
ble with the meridian of republi- 
canifm. It can alfo exift diftin€lly, 
and unconneéted in politics with the 
government, unlefs it is afferted, 
that the conftitution of freedom, is 
liable to a fatal malady, whilft that 
of defpotifm is found and vigorous. 

Aw exclufion of the paper intereft 
from Congrefs in every fhape, is al- 
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fo oppofed upon the ground, that it 
will abridge the right of election; 
and that the people ought to be left 
uncontrouled in the exercife of this 


right. Whether this argument 
proceeds from a love of the people, 
or from a love of itfelfi——whether it 
is the genuine voice of patriotifm, 
or the ily fuggeftion of hypocrify— 
and whether it is rather plautible 
than folid, are the tefts by which it 
ought to be tried. 

‘THE people of every ftate efia- 
bhihed legiflative exclufions by their 
conititutions. They have unani- 
mouily expreffied an opinion, that 
thefe were falutary. An undue ex- 
clufive intereft, likely to produce an 
influence unfavorable to the com- 
non good, is cautioufly counteraG- 
ed, wherever it was forefeen. So 
far from endangering, fuch exclufi- 
ons have uniformly been confidered, 
as fecuring the rights of the people. 
By making rights more fecure, de- 
figns for their abridgment are de- 
feated. 

Sucuanexclufion would be the a@& 
of the people themfelves, and it 
would proteét them againit the eter- 
nal folicitations and impofitions of 
felf-intereft—the efleds of party 
fluuations—and the intrigues of 
rapacity and ambition, by which 
the fociety will be otherwile perpe- 
tually diftraéted. 

Exctustons onthe fcores of of- 
fice—of age—of refidence—of ci- 
tizenfhip—of freehold—of perfonal 
property—and in one inftance of re- 
ligion, are to be found in the Uni- 
ted and State Conftitutions. It is 
within bounds to affert, that one 
fifth of the people are thus deprived 
of the right of ful ase, or of eligi- 
bility. 

Compare the danger to be ap- 
prehended by the nation, from a 
{cattered, difunited, unorganized 


mals of one miliion of people, bay- 
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ing no particular intereft feeding 
upon the public treafury; with that 
to be feared from the condenfed, 
fyftematic momentum of a paper 
intereft, incorporated by law—by 
its hopes—and by its fears, whole 
acquilitions come out of the public 
Jabour, and are yet unfeen, and 
whofe defigns are conducted with 
all the obfcurity of the mo‘t pro- 
found political kill. Hypocrify and 
deception, are the only fields in 
which it labours. The product will 
be in proportion to their cultivation. 

Wovu Lp not the nation acquire 
an extenfion of focial rights, and 
alfo a greater degree of fecurity, by 
opening the doors of fuflrage and 
eligibility to the million, and fhut- 
ting them upon the five thoufand ? 
At lealt it muft be odmitted, that 
an exchange of the latter, upon the 
ground of eligibility only, for any 
five thoufand of the former, would 
be an additional infurance to liberty 
and property, and flill leave the 
tight of election as copious as it 
Now is. . 

Funptne and banking fyftems 
are indiffolubly connected with eve- 
fy commercial arid political queftion, 
by an interefl, generally at enmity 
with the common good. In the 
great cafes of peace and war—of 
fleets and armies—and of taxation 
and navigation, their cries will for 
ever refound throughout the conti- 
nent. Whereas the undue bias of 
public officers is bounded by known 
falaries, and perfons not freeholders 
are hardly, if atall, diftingutfhable 
from the national intereft. 

One obfervation is adduced in 
proof of this doétrine. Paper fraud, 
knowing the reftiffneis of liberty 
when opprefied, is under an’ impulfe 
to ftrengthen itfelf by alliances with 
legiflative corruption—with a mill- 
tary force—and with fimilar foreign 
fyfiemse War with Britain can be 
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turned by it to great account. Ti 
cafe of victory, a military appara. 
tus, united to it by large arrears, 
and ati averfion to being difbanded, 
willbe on hand. In cafe of defeat, 
paper will conftitute gn engine of 
government, analogous to the Eng4 
lith fyilem. Can republicanifm fate- 
ly intruft a legiflative paper junto, 
with the management of fuch a 
war? If it does, no prophetic {pirit 
is neceffary to foretell, that paper 
will be heaped upon liberty, from 
the fame defign with which moun- 
tains were heaped upon the giants, 
by the diffolute junto of Olympas. 

STOCKJOBBERS are a clafs of 
gameflers, who play deep with each 
other, whilft the public ftakes the 
wager on both fidess If the lefere 
are legiflators, they will make a 
law, in order to get another flakes 

Besspes a junto in Congrefs 
which is aftockjobber, may alfo 
fpeculate upon individuals by pof- 
fefling the fecrets of governments 
It is tempted to producé fluctuati- 
ons in politics, becaufe every fluc. 
tuation is a new game— and the 
divifions of a fa&tious fpirit upon 
which it fubfifts, by diftraéting and 
delaying public counfels, will 
éxtend the feffions of the Legiflas 
ture, until in point of exjcnce it 
will conftitute a fecond flanding ars 
my, to be quartered upon the pubs 
lic labour. 

Tur effect of a paper influence 
upon government in the cafe of trea 
ties, deferves an appropriate confi- 
derations That with the Creek Ine 
dians was made Augufl the 7th 
1790. It fipulates “ that a boun- 
dary fhould be marked ont, so as te 
preclude disputes foreters” That 
with the Cherokees is dated July 
the ad 1791, by which a boundary 
line was eftablifhed, fo as “ to pres 
clude for ever all difputes.”” 

Iw neither of thele treaties, were 
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1¢ rights of private property—‘he 
lov bois lily ¢ Xa Partvicuidrs lat 
fperity of certain diftricts, 
A whole county in Geor- 


—_—Or 
th : pro 
contlulted. 
WAS lilrre 


] ls a , om lee 
y ndered to the Creeks. 
Phe landed property of individuals 


Pia, 


. . ‘ ? ° 
derived from that ftate, and from 
North-Carolina, was given up to 


the Indians. 


And nothing is want- 
ing to confummate the fyitem, but 
a relinquifhment of the 
pre-emption to the Indians, beyond 
the Ohio; fo that the Indians and 
Britith may mount guard ov'r the 
growth of republicaniim in that 
quarter. 

From the power of making trea- 
difmembering a 


ties, a power of 
and exercifl- 


ftate has been deduced 
ed. And a power of difmember- 
ment, is thes equivalent to a 
power of annihilation. By the law 
of nations, neither of thefe powers 
is a neceffary attribute of th °. pow- 
er of entering into treaties. Untlefs 
shectally given by the {\ ciety, the 
member entruited with the power 
of making treaties, does not potfefs 

them. The > proof exifls in Great- 
Britain, which cannot be difmem- 
hered by the king, although he pol- 
feffes the power of making treaties 

But if from the right of making 
treaties, a power of difmemberment 
could have been conftructively in- 
ferred under the law of nations, it 
is yet prohibited by the obvious {pi- 
rit and meaning of the conftitution. 

THE ftates forming the union, 
are enumerated. Can one be ceded 
by the reft?) Reprefentation is in 
proportion to seorecers Can the 
power of making treaties, leilen the 
numbers of a ftate, w hole politics 
this power may difapprove, and thus 
diminifh its repre fentation?— 

“ No new flate fhall be erected 
within the jurifdiction of any other 
ftate, without the consent of the 
®ate.” Can a part of this jurif- 
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diction be lonped off, and 
i con- 


upon favages, without ituch 
fent ? 

“ ConerEss fhall have power to 
dispose of or make regulations, re4 
{pecting the territory belonging to 
the United States, and nothing in 
this constitution fhall be fo 
ed as to prejudice any claims of the 
United Statés; or of any particular 


State?” Prefident and Se- 


eg . 
nae 9. tan the rreiia v all 


4 {Race 
coniru- 


nate dispose of the territory of the 
United States, by the inftrumentali- 
ty of treaties? Ww hy limit to the 


whole legislature a power to difpofe 
of t the - territory of the Ui WK n, if a 
hart vl it could difpefe of the ter- 
Tito ry of a ftate? Were the ftates 
lefs jealous as to the latter, than as 
to the former? And dees not the 
faving except all territorial rights, 
of the union on the one hand, and 
of the relpective other, 
without the 
tution, fo that neith 
colour of that inftrumerct, be in- 
vaded by the other. 

“Tre United States fhall oua- 


- : = 
rantee to every state in the Union, 


- {tat es on the 
purview of the confti- 


er could, under 


a republican form of government, 
and thal! protect each of them againit 
a ceffion to the ene- 
my, protection? Does the guarantee 
extend to a whole Rate, or 
nant, pared down by treaties, until 


invafion.” Is 
to a rem- 


it is only a fit Fiabe ed of derifion? 
“THE 
vice and confent of the 
make treaties, provided t 
of the Senators prefent concur.”— 
By the conftruction pur fued, the 
fix fmalleft Union, 
one branch of the Legiilature, mig 
with the Prefident cede the othe 
ninee And yet @ majority of dot 
houses of Congress, and the Prefi- 


Prelident, with the ad- 
» Senate may 
wo thirds 


jan in ¢ 
ftates 1 tiie 


dent niuil copeur, il order 
fing! e aery ot land belongs 
ing to the United States. ‘Thouch 
the ulurpation | is thus 
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> yet it may be exercifed 
differex, t grad. 8, from ex- 
Un. 
ruction , the t. ‘rritories 
& raduall * transe- 

Treatic 3 may 
na- 
al l by tri “a- 
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upon us—whole treaties of peice, 
inftead of procuring fafety, are only 
annual fupplies of aims, am muniti- 
dn and cloathing to the enem,—and 
annual impolitions of taxes upon the 
nationmwhich infead of fccuring 
the térritories acquired in atime of 
coniparative weaknefs and diftrefs, 
is farrendering thofe territories to a 
defpicable banditt'—tends to pro- 
duce that diffatisfa@tion and crme 
wtion, which it purpofes to turn 
a its own advantage. 
a “HE eff?&s which will enfue 


from Legiflation, ufurped by a jun- 
. re yre alae 4 , 
to, are even more aiarming, than 


that bla “* catalogue of grievances, 
which w, U perpetually juflify the 
declaration ©! Independence. 

tr. Oniy the one thoufandth part 
of the nation *etains in rea/ity a po- 
litical exiftenc "2 Political life is 
enjoyed by the , »»wer whith influen- 
ces the Legifla: ure. This influence 
is poffeffed by the sooc—and the 
5,000,000 arec aly alle wed ence in 
two years, akis € of political fpafm, 
and after one da y’s mockery ef im- 
portance, fink ag ‘ain into its lethar- 
ey. <A nominal election cf, and : n 
irresistable infiue, we over the Legil- 
lature, are things of real difference. 
The firft is the s. edow——the latter 
—the substance, cf powers Yet 
Britain and the ; eper junto have 
fucceffively applied to repul ieanifin 
the epithet * factic os,” beeaute of 
its averfion tonom nal repreientati- 
on—to finecures— to patronagr— 
and to corrupt com vinations for de~ 
ceiving and plunde, ing the commu- 
nitye ; ‘ 

>. A PAPER juv to will increafe 
taxes and incur deb s, becaufe new 
debts will chiefly de. dofit themfcives 
in the hands: of old creditors, and 
both will enlift reer its. ! 

3. It impofes all taxes, receives 
moft taxes, ead pays no taxes. 

4- Ivy barxse °s for the public, ard 
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lends in its corporate or individual 
capone the contract for 
the public, and with itself. 

s- Ir will renew for itfelf, that 
which it gave for itfelf—the char- 
te: of che bank; and atiert, that 
the salus populi, conlilts in the fafe- 

ty of this contrivance. 

6. Ir modifies pap*r credit, and 
erects paper contrivances, to acquire 
wealth for itfelf, by fuch modifica- 
tions and contrivances out of the 
public labour. 

7. Ir will raife fleets and armies 
to defend itfelf againf{ the nation, 
and make the nation defray the ex- 
pence of thefe centinels over the 
nation. 

8. Ir will efface the principles of 
republicanifm, by obftructing the 
growth of new ftates—by feizing 
every occurrence for producing un- 

equal wealth—and by fowing parti- 
fans, in offices created for the pur- 
pote, at the public expence. 

g- It will diftraét the public mind 
—detach the national confidence by 
falfhood and artifice from its hone 
fervants—_and take advantage of the 
pines 4 generated by its own arts, 

vowedly to erect monarchy, under 
atten. of reftoring order. 

10. It will endeavour to break 
the union itfelf, if the union fhould 
obftruét its defigns. 

11. Ir will render infurmounta- 


ble the difficulty of reconciline 
flate interefts, from the neceflity of 


contulting the claihing intereft of a 
junto. 

12. Ir will conneét itfelf with a 
country governed by a paper junto, 
and avoid all intercourfe where the 
will of the people is law. 

3- Finatty—a fyftem of pub- 
lic plunder will plead for itfelf, by 
pretending to fecure private preper- 
ty; and the office of an honeft go- 
will be ‘thus affumed | by 
a-paper faction 


ve nment 


DEFINITION OF PARTIES. 


from one ext 
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We affert not that the failure of 
annual elections, but that the failure, 
of rea! reprefentation and refponfi- 
bility, is the commencement of ty- 
ranny. Admit that the firft idea 
may be falfe, becaufe it is trite, yet 
inconteftably the fecond cannot be 
refuted by the nated form of election. 

THE unavoidable conclufion now 
prefents itfelf. A conftitutional ex- 
pulfion of a ftock-jobbing paper. in- 
tereft, in every fhape, ovt of the 
national legiflaiure, can alone rece- 
ver the loft principles of a reprefen- 
tative government, and fave the 
nation from bring owned——bought 
Or f ytd, 

Ann it the frequency cf. election 
fhould be thought a fecurity for 7 
{pontibility, an enquiry may be made 
whether the members of the Senate, 
derive a fix years continuancé in 
office from accident ov defign, and 
whether a redu€tion to three would 
not be a fafer fyltem, and alfo efta- 
blifh.a proper climax up to the Pre- 
fident. 

Tuk application of thefe remarks 
to the parties in Corigrefs, folves 
the phenomenon. Principles dicta- 
ted by public good, can never unite 
with motives of private intereft. 
The fubftitution of a better can on- 
ly explode this folution. It is in- 
deed afferted, that a fpirit cf bigot- 
tv, is the caufe of the mifchief. 
Upon that hypothefis, how happens 
it} that the faGion cannot be defin- 
ed. by any geographical boundary? 

tis alfo {aid, that the paper fyitem 
has produced a reak diffimilarity of 
intereft among the feyera! lates? 
Why then is it, that the particles 
compounding the faction, are not 
united by the cement of fate inter- 
ett, pervading an entire reprefenta- 
tion ? 

Ireitherhypothefis had been true, 
a necellity for traverfing the unicn 
emity to the other im 
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yea DEFINITION 
fearch of the component parts of 
this faction, would not have exifted. 
A neceflity, which incontrovertibly 
proves, that neither geographical 
nor {tate interefts, have engendered 
this deadly foe to republicani{m ; 
but that it has been on by a 
private intereft, confined in every 
ftate, to an inconfiderable ant 
of citizens, and even largely fhared 
by foreigners. If this is true, it is 
beyond the power of calculation, to 
diftinguifh any material difference, 
in the degree of calamity, which it 
will inflict upon the ftates refpective- 
ly. Unletsa whole ftate fhould be 
willing to balance the lofs of liber- 
ty, by an item of a few millions of 
bank and funding paper, held by the 
thoufandth part of her citizens. 
For the truth is, that a fecretary 
of the treafury—an incorporated 
bank—-and a funding fyftem, con- 
ftitute fubftantially a phalanx of pri- 
vileged orders, if the y can influence 
the legiflature. They are a correct 
reprefentation of a kingslords— 
andcommons. The firft will fway 
the legiflature, by the magic of pri- 
vate intereft. ‘The fecond isa fuc- 


OF PARTIES. 


cefional body having 
rights and legiflative weight, with- 
out election or reprefentation-—ang 
the third is a mode of reprefentation 
equivalent to the rotten boroughs 
of England. 


AccoRDINGLY our privileged or- 
ders combined for the {uppretiion of 
republicanifm in France—and the 
partizans of the latter, fraternife 
with the former. Ruminate, fellow 
citizens upon this fat—trace it to 
all its confequences—anticipate the 
events of which it is prophetic—and 
if you are republicans, determine, 
whether at this momentous crifis, or 
at any other period, the common- 
wealth can be fafe in the hands of 
fuch a faction. 


To the wifdom of the community . 


the fubje& is committed; it is one 
which America ought to underftand, 
if fhe inclines to be free and anised, 
Ir only remains to account for 
the length and ftrenuous , language 
of this addreis. The firft is juftifi- 
ed by the importance of its matter; 
the fecond by the imminence of the 
national danger. 
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14 REVIEW of ibe Revenue Syftem adopted by the Firft Congrefs under 
the Federal Conflitution; wherein the pri inciples and tendency of the 


Funding, System and the measures 
second ta ngress, are examined. 


connected with it totbe end of the 
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LET 
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The origin and extent of the Funding System—The peculiar circumstances 
‘o : ! 
which influe mad its adoption. 
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Dear Sir, 
TO account for the prefent mag- 
nitude of the public debt, will re- 
cuire a minute detail of the fifcal 


meafures originated by the fecretary, 
and fanctioned by Congrefs. | 
fecretary having by a refolutiog G 
Congrefs, vaguely exprefled, got 


exclufive 


i 


a 
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the public debt within his reach, 
through the inftrumentality of a fin- 
gle petition, relative only to the do- 
meftic debt of the union; by a lati- 
tude of conftruction which he is 
proinpt to give to every legiflative 
expreflion, that is calculated to in- 
creafe minifterial power, he ampli- 
fied the fenfe of this refolution fo 
far, as to apply it not only to every 
defcription of debt due by the Uni- 
ted Sta tes, but alfo to the debts of 
the individual ftates, and | indents of 
intereft which had been provided for 
by requilitions ; and to fire h fources 
of revenue as he thought proper. 
He allo modelled the debt into forms 
the original con- 
waiting until the 


tatives, which is 


very diflerent from 
tract, without 


Houle of 


Repreien 


exclulively velted with the power of 


originating money bills, had deter- 
mined the pr inciple ;upon which the 
debt fhould be difcharged, or point- 
ed out the refources from which the 
money fhould be drawn. 

Tuoueu the funding fyfitem was 
prepared the fecretary’s clofet, 
under the veil of fecrecy, yet that 
clofet was not fo impervious, as to 
prevent the favorite order of {pe- 
culators from knowing the princi- 
ples of the fyftem, before it faw the 


light, and improving that knowledge 


to their own advantage. The plan 
was fo different from the original 
form of the debt, and every other 
fyftem that had formerly exifted, 
and embraced fo great a mafs of 
debt beyond the amount that was 
expected, or claimed, that divina- 
tion itfelf could not have come to 
the knowledge of it without infor- 
mation. 

Tuus furnifhed with fuperior 
knowledge, the fpeculators {pread 
themfelves over the fouthern {tates 
with fo much agility, that they were 
in the moft diftant parts, before the 
members returned to Congrefs after 
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the adjournment, a few days previ- 
ous to which the reference to the 
fecretary had been made. Put alas! 
the prefence of the members with 
their conftituents during the ad- 
journment, had only promoted the 
ipeculating robbery. They inform- 
ed the people, that Congrefs would 
not make provifion for the ftate 
debts, or indents of intereft, other- 
wile than by a final fettlement with 
the ftates according to the federal 
contract, that the public creditors 
having no right to expect any othe 

provilion, had not afked for it in 
their memorial, and that it was not 
included in the reference to the fe- 
cretary; and alfo that it was proba- 
ble, that government would provide 
for it on the principle of deprecia- 
tion, which the old Congrets had 
already eftablithed in the ordinance 
for the fale of the weftern lands, or 
otherwife make an equitable difcri- 
mination in favor of original hold- 
ers. Specie was fent from New- 
York in thirty thoufand dollar car- 
goes, and the fouthern people being 
unavoidably ignorant of the mini- 
{terial plan, were fwindled out of 
the evidences of their claims for a 
trifle; nor did it fare much better 
with thofe inthe other flates, who 
had not received the fpeculators 
watch-word from the fecretary’s 


clofet. But it may be afked, is it 
certain that fuch information was 
given? 

THE circumftances render the 


matter indubitable, and circumftan- 

ces are the only proof that can be 

expe@ed in fuch cafes. I prefume 

no one will doubt, but that Mr. 

Duer, of fpe culating fame, who 

was the fecretary’s chofen aifliftant, 
! 


’ 
and probably the moft aGive agent 


in fabric: iting the plan, which bears 
fuch ftrong features of his project- 
ing genius, would not only give 


alf; 


fuch information, but alfo be a part. 
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ner in the profits refulting from it. 
It is well known, that as. foon as 
the materials for more open {pecu- 
Jation were fufficiently prepared, 

and the funding ty{tem in. operation, 
Mr. Duer withdrew from the fecre- 
tary’s office, and put himielf at the 
head of the speculating order. In 
this fiation he wondertully promo- 
ted the fecretary’s defigns, of fud- 
denly railing the price of certifi- 
cates, and exciting others to engage 
in the fame career. ‘The ruinous 
and difgraceful height to which {pe- 
culation was thus carried, is teo 
generally known, of too receat a 


date, and too painful a fubje& of 


recollection, to require a recital. 


Peruaps fuch a concurrence of 


circumftances, fo favorable to cor- 
rupt influence, never happened at 
one time in the oldeft and beft’ efta- 
blifhed governments, as ours had to 
grapple with in its infantine fiate. 
In the ele Gion for the firft Congrefs 
care was wilely taken to choofe 
none that were fuppoted to be ini- 
mical to the government. ‘thofe 
who had been the largeft fpecula- 
tors, and thole who looked for ofh- 
ces under the government were 
loudeft in proclaiming its perfection, 
and moft induftrious in artfully raif- 
ing the hue and cry of antifederal- 
ifm, acvainft fuch candidates as they 
fulpected would not favour their 


defigns; excited by their avarice, 
they uied every art to fecure their, 


own, or the election of their friends. 
The cenfus not being taken, the re- 
prefentation was unequal, and the 
ftates where the fpeculators had 
their principal intereft, had too 
great a proportion of members. 
Many procured feats in Congrefs 
who had an intereft of their own, 
incompatible with difinterefted views 
for the public good. The golden 
baits, dretfed in various gilded forms, 
were too great a:4i too numerous, 


OF THE 


to be withftood by an ordinary por- 
tion of virtue. <A fhare ina ipecu- 
lating contract for an hundred thou- 
jand dollars was a convenient lure, 
which in the hour of temptation, a 
man might perfuade himfelf was not 
a bribe. 

of wealth, by fuch as had very lit- 
tle before that time, taken in con« 


nection with their votes, is the beft | 


proof that the nature of the cafe 
will afford, of fuch facts, and fuch 
proofs are-numerous. Fortunately 
there were many who came honour- 
ably through this ordeal of corrupt 
influence, ‘but thele being honeft, 
were not fulpicious. ‘There was a 
general want of experience, and 
conieguently a want of confidence 
refpecting fifcal arrangements. The 
old Congretfs being vel ed only with 
the power of making requifitions 
upon the ftates, afforded little op- 
portunity for fiical exertions, and 
they feem net to have confidered, 
that the fecretary was equally inex- 
perienced. They knew, indeed, that 
his afliftant had been the efficient a- 
gent to the late board of treafury; 
aud the members of the old Con- 
grefs knew, that the bulinefs of that 
board was very irregularly conduct- 
ed; but few then knew what is now 
generallv underftood, that the affitt- 
ant fecretary had, while in that 
board, no official checks on his con- 
duct, and was guilty of the moft bale 
{peculation, that probab!y ever was 
committed in a public office. 
However, the funding fyftem 
did not pafs without oppofition, and 
a virtuous attempt to have it modi- 
fied, more agreeably to the princi- 
ples of juftice and good policy. 
But the principles of the fyftem not 
being generally known to the mem. 
bers ‘until a fhort time before it was 
taken up in the Houte, the unfuf- 
peting minority had but Tittle op- 


portunity to prepare their arcu- 


Lhe fudden acquifition. 
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meuts, or arrtnge their meafures to 
prevent its ac lopt: Ie 

In the fame report the fecretary 
originated the plan for afluming the 
ftate debts, which he eftimated at 
25,009,000 of dollars and which he 
alfo threw into a‘form very different 
from the original contract. How- 
ever this meafure was not adopte a 
until the next feffion of the fame 
Con zrefs, and until the corrupt in- 
fluence of fpeculation had full time 
to operate upen the members and 
their friends, and even then it was 
once rejected after a full difcuffion. 
Indeed it required 2 a great deal of 
art and intrigue to carry this through 
the houfe on a fecond attempt. _ E- 
ven the influence of paper fpecula- 
tion could not fecure fuccets to this 
plan, until the no lefs venal bar- 
gaining about the feat of the Fede- 
ral government was brought in as 
an auxiliary. The wanton facri- 
fice of the public intereft that was 
made in the dtftribution of the af- 
fumed debt, will be explained in its 
proper plac®. 

Tue old paper bills of credit 
which had Jong ceafed to be confi- 
dered as of any value, which had 
funk into a total depreciation by 
commen confent, fixty dollar bills 
of which we had feen given to the 
children for thumb papers at {chool, 
and have even known of its being 
thrown into the five as ufelefs paper, 
was notwithitanding provided for 
in the funding fyftem. But asif a 
marked difregard of the ordinances 
of the old congrefs, according to 
which the original contracts were 
made, and by which the terms of 

edeeming thefe depreciated bills had 
been decreed, had been an ef ential 
part of the fecretary'’s pian, thefe 


bills were funded in a form and at a 
value, arbitrarily fixed by the fund- 
ing fyftem. 
Was Not expected. 


To revive ther ot ail 
To redeem them 
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in this manner, wes a wanton exer- 
cife of fifcal powers 

Trroucx the low flate of the 
treafury, and the peculation of Mr. 
Duer, a number of treafury war- 
rants remained undifcharg rede For 
thefe the fecretary origitited a pro- 
vifion, and conerefs as ufual fanéi- 
oned the meaiure, without the a- 
mountof thele claims having been 
aired, or the validity of them 
examined. Though the amount of 
the abufes committed in this tranf- 
action is not yet certainly known, 
and isinvolved in fuch impenetrz- 
ble darknefs as forever to elude a 
perfect fcerutiny, yet fo much is 
known, as to afford fome materials 
for a fubfequent letter. 

In fhort the hiftory of the firft 
congreis after the treafury depart- 
ment was eftablifhed, and the fecre- 
tary with his favorite affiftant, had 
mounted the fifcal throne, and af- 
furned the prerogative of originating 
revenue fyilems, which by the con- 
{titution had been exclufively vefted 
in the houfe of repreientatives, pre- 
fents little elie to view, but the giv- 
ing new forms to every defcription 
of public debt, encrealing its a- 
mount, admitting individual claims 
with facility, granting pentions, &c. 
and eftablifhing revenues not only to 
be drawn from commefee, but alfo 
from agriculture. However as thefe 
meafures promoted the wealthof the 
speculating order with fupericr fuc- 
cefs and rapidity, and with le{s rifk, 
than fell to the lot of the conquerors 
of Mexico and Peru, or the plun- 
derevs of India, the favoured mono- 
polizers of the {poils of their coun- 

try, filled the gazettes with elevated 
panegy: ics on the minifter who ori- 

ginated, and the Congrefs which 
fancioned the means of their age 
jranaucment. 


aicer? 


lam, kc. 
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Dear Sir, 


wee - 
a ¢ f,. — . 
I am not furprifed at vour foh- 
: } _— . om Sor tt 
cituce to be iInturmec iore TUhV 
reipeciting th ailuin nm of tue 


ftate debts, and the eflecis of that 
meafure. 

I wave already 
principle upon which thefle debts 


explained the 


originated, and the method in 
which they were to be accounted 
for and difcharged. When the 
Federal government was pat in 
operation, the liquidation of the 
ftate debts was in progrefs before 
commiffioners duly authorifed for 
that purpofe. The new congrefs 
extended the power of the com- 
miflioners fo far, as to enable them 
to adjuft finally on the principles 
of equity, all advances made by 
the ref{pective flates towards carry- 
ing on the war, whether thole ad- 
vances had been {pecially author- 
ifed by congrefs at the time, or 
hot. 

Tur ftate creditors having no 
claim on congrefs for the difcharge 
of this debt, had been variouily 
provided for by the refpective 
ftates where the debt originated. 
Some of the flates, as South Ca- 
rolina and Georgia, had been great- 
ly reduced in their population in 
the progrefs of the war, and 
left in a fcene of defolation at 
the clofe of it. For reafons 
peculiar to South Carolina, con- 
grefs was induced to admit the 
advances of that ftate to be 
accounted for in the fpecie requifi- 
tions after the conclufion of the 
ware This enabled it to make the 
better provifion for the ftate credi- 


tors. 

Gronrcra after recovering from 
her peculiar embarraffments, had 
appropriated fufficient and opera. 


A more perticuar examinat 


ion of the assumption Law. 


tive funds for the difcharge of her 
{tate debts. M ny of the {tates 
had early provided fuch efficient 
funds for their refpeQive debts, as 
not only paid the annual intereft, 
but diicharged a gre 
of the principal. The flates being 
once liberated from the burthens 
they fubject d themfelves to, by 
redeeming the domeftic debt of the 
union in the hands of their own 
citizens,and thofe who had advanc- 
ed more than their proportion, ha- 
ving the balances due them for an 
additional fund, thefe debts could 
have been foon extinguifhed. Per- 
haps fome ftates, particula: ly Maf- 
fachufetts and South Carolina, be- 


at prs porti 1 


ing confident that they were credi- 
tor flates to a large amount did not 
exert themfelves early to difcharge 
their refpective debts; but you 
know fir, that Pennfylvania and 
the neighbouring ftates, except 
laware, and perhaps New Jerfey, 
had difcharged more of the conti- 
nental debt for which they were 
entitled to be reimburfed, than 
would have completed the dil- 
charge of their ftate debt. Moft 
of the ftates have fources of reves 
nue over which congrefs have no 
jurifdiction, or which cannot be 
reached by laws which muft extend 
equally to all the ftates, of which 
fources they have it in their power 
to avail theinfelves to complete the 
difcharge of this debt. It will 
appear in the fequel that if the 
ftate debts had not been affumed, 
the ftates would, yet have been 
in full poflefion of every fubjeéct 
of internal taxation. 

Wuilte the ftate debts were 
thus circumftanced, and while no 
claim had been brought before con- 
grefs refpecling them, nor ang 
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foundation for fuch a claim exifted 
in the original contract, and no 
refererice had been made to the fe- 
cretary by congrefs that could be 
julily ‘conttrued to exte nd bey: ond 
the proper debt of the U. Sines 

he in the -fulnefs Pg the fifeal pow- 
er that he had, originated a plan 
for afuminy the debts of the ref- 


pe Live ftates to the amount of 
25,000,000 of dollars. ‘The rea- 


fons which he affiens in fuppert of 
eT] i 


his extraordinary and unexpected 
mzafure, will be examined in my 
fubfesuent letters. 

Tse reafons why congrets af. 
fumed only 21,500, C ea- 
ily afcertained, and thé rule by 
which the diftribution of it among 
the ftates.-was made, muft remain 
afecret. Certain it is, that it 
was not by any rule of equity or juf- 
juftice. Ithadnot any foundation in 
the contract, and it is evident that 
the diftribution bore no proportion 


O00 ; 


‘S noet 


to the amount of the claims. It 
muft have been a difrraceful 
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fcramble for the public fp 


nour > 
Ab er where 
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was planned in the f 
the tmallnefs of the 

the fecrecy of 
favorable to the cbiett. The 
{tribution made by t 
carefully adhe 


Numi ber, and 
lituatio 1, Were 
di- 
he fenate was 


° ; . . 
red to in the howule 


at repre fentatives > rat her than 
make anv alteration, promifes were 
made to prov ide for fome ftates by 
a ieparate bill; to prevent oppo- 


ht forward 
t purpote, but dropped 
the other had patie. 
Great as the 
the fecretary was, and prevalent as 


pre as@net as 
the in 


a bill was broug 


when 
ency of 


c 
aicenue 


of venalicy 


fluence ¢ and fpe. 
culation hid become in congrefs, 
this meafure did not pafs without 
great ppofition, and was even once 


te Xed. Nor could it be 
carrie |, if t I 
tion and vénal 


finally 
the difrraceful {pecula- 
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the feat of government had not 
been brought in to @ 
bargaining to which I allude wag 
too notorious to require proof, aiid 
has been openly acknowleged lince, 
even upon the floor of congrefs by 
fome who voted for the 
tions 

Even if the claim for the pave 
tent ef thofe debts had been ime 
incdiately again congrefs it would 
not have been demandable, or Daye 
able, until it had been liquidated 
and the amount knowa: But the 
fecretary’s dictates were fo power. 
ful, and thé avarice of fpecula. 
tion fo irrefiftible, that every cune 
fideration, except that of encreafs 
the national debt, which was 
national ble/ff. 
arty, was 
i been at 
diftribution of 
been 
ide but to one half of the flates, 
- according to the 


its wid, 


affump- 


ing 
then confidered asa 
ing 
fet afide. f age hz 
all confulted, 
aifumption could 


by the prevailing p 
1¢ 


have 


. ’ , 
Federal con- 
* t ’ 
aing to the law 


mifitoners to 


} rc . 
tra ft, ana acco! 


yg 

orifing the com 

accounts of the refvecte 
i 

the debtor ftates muff 
q 

een Equi il to the creditors, 


ion th 


fetcle the 
ve “3 35 
ut a: diftribut at actuaily 
took place, even the little flate o 
Delaware, whofe 
was finall, as it fends 
mem 


rer to the houfe of 
tatives, 


which Was niverfat 
ly ki 


wota ot 
4 

} 
i 


ana Waicn 
own to be a debtor 
),000 dollars. Itis ow 
evident that ftare was then 412.423 
i d 


15llare jn dehe ! TOT 
qaolars in debt to the union, 


this did not happen to that ftate, 
in confeguence of an encreafed 
population, as it did to feveral 


Cie! e The {tate « of N« th Ca de 
lina re 
it was then a debtor fate tg 
the amount of 501,082 
The ftate of NeweYork received 
1,200,000 dollars, and was then a 
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ceived 2,400 alele) a lars, 
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dollars, 
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debtor ftate to the amount of 
$74,846 dollars. Pennfylvania, 
Maryland and Virginia are alfo 
debtor ftates, though not to fo 
great an amount, and there was 
affumed for them 6,900,000 dol- 
Jars, and theyare in debt 337,228 
dollars. 

Let uspaufe a little and exam- 
ine the refult of this meafure as 
it affects the people in their double 
capacity of citizens of the United 
States, and as citizens of the in- 
dividual ftates. It ought to be 
kept in view that congrefs hath no 
method prefcribed for compelling 
individual ftates to pay what they 
are indebted to the United States; 
this was acknowledged even by the 
fecretary himfelf, in his firft  re- 
port- 

Tuere ifs 1,788,354 dollars 
which the people of the United 
States have to pay to the debtor 
flates. 

Tuts amounts to above twenty 
three millions including the whole 
of the afflumed debt which was 
difcharged by the refpective ftates, 
or which they had provided for, or 
were obliged to difcharge, and for 
the difcharge of which the people 
of the ftates had already toiled and 
{fweated, being brought again into 
demand, and the intereft and final 
redemption of which, if ever it is 
redeerred, is now to operate as a 
mortgage upon the people and their 
pofterity as citizens of the union. 

THERE was a greater amount 
affumed for fome {tates than they 
had of exifting debts, therefore a 
{mall amount of twenty one mil- 
lions and a half was uot fubfcri- 
bed ; but I do not know the par- 
ticular amount unfubfcribed. 

I nave ftated already that it 
was but few of the ftates that had 
not difcharged their debt, or made 
efficient provifion for its difcharge ; 
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and if there were any who put off 
making provifion for it until bet- 
ter times, the flates who had been 
more attentive to their duty fhould 
not have been burthened with pay 
ing the debts of thofe who had been 
negligent. However, congrefs, as 
guarantees of the union, might be 
confidered as furety for the debtor 
ftates. Not knowing what the 
amount of the ftate debts would 
have been if the affumption had 
not taken place, nor how far it lef. 
fened, or encreafed the balances 
between the debtor and creditor 
ftates, I am ata lofs to know if 
we gained any thing at all by the 
affumption ; but if the debtor ftates 
refufe, or cannot. be compelled to 
pay their debt, and congrefs be 
obliged to do it, fo much may be 
faid to be faved as the balances are 
reduced. 

‘Tue political mifchiefs promo- 
ted by this valt encreafe of the 
debt I will develope in another Jet- 
ter. It is time now however to 
look for fome practical good effets 
from it to the individual ftates.— 
Thofe promifed by the fecretary 
in theory, I will examine prefent- 
ly. It has thrown fo preat a reve- 
nue into many of the ftate treafu- 
ries as to enable the citizens to 
fupport their ftate governments 
without paying taxes, and feveral 
of them to inftitute banks, make 
roads, improve rivers, erect expen- 
five buildings, and raife the fala- 
ries and wages of their officers, 
&e. 

To balance thefe advantages, 
the people of thefe ftates as citi- 
zens of the United States, are bur-~ 
thened with an addition of near 
thirty millions ef debt, including 
the aflumption and the domeitic 
debt redeemed by the flates, which 
fhould have been fettled in the cen. 
eral account, and to pay the inte- 
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ach of which debt, made irredeema- 
ble in its amount, as well as its prin- 
cipal, a neceflity was created, for the 
obnoxious and impracticable excife 
on the produce of agriculture. 

J auways fufpe& bad defigns, 
when the feelings of a legiflature 
are powerfully addreffed, in order 
to induce it to fanGion, or haften 
a general law, and this art was exe 
erted in aid of the other means of 
anfiluence in promoting the funding 
fyftem. When the domeftic debt 
was under debate. fympathy for 
the poor foldiers was urged, though 
‘at that time the poor foldiers had 
none, and even the officers but lit- 
tle of it. When the flate debts 
were before congrefs, the diftrefs 
of the fiuffering citizens who ren- 
dered fervices or furnifhed fupplice 
was urged, but the citizens who 
had earned thefe claims, had the 
evidences of them fwindled from 
them by fpeculators. 

In the fecretary’s report on the 
public debt, he not only orizinates 
his plan for affuming the ftate debts, 
but recommends a method for ex- 
tincuifhing the balances which 
would be due by the debtor ftates. 
The illuftratton of it in his fchedule 
{letter A) is erroneous, but his prin- 
ciple will anfwer the purpofe he de- 
firned. I have applied it to the 
amount of the exifting balances, 
and I find that if they are to be 
difcharged in the manner he pre- 
{cribes, (viz. to levy a tax fo high 
on the United States, as that the 
higheft debtor ftate would pay a 
tax equal to her debt, and all the 
#ther flates in proportion, and dif- 
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tribute the revenue thus to be rai- 
fed among all the other ftates in 
proportion to their claims, for in 
that way they would all be credi- 
torsexcept the higheftdebtor ftate,) 
the ftate of Delaware would be the 
only debtor ftate, and the general 
tax muft be laid fo high on the 
Union, as that Delaware would 
have to pay above 600,000 dollars 
of it; confequently taking the num- 
ber of federal citizens for the rule, 
the tax on the United States. would 
be, upwards of forty millions of 
dollars; a fum nearly equal to what 
he found the whole domeftic debt 
of the union to be, when he came 
to the fiscal throne, including what 
the fates had redeemed of the prin- 
cipal and intereft, as well as what 
was really outitanding. 

Ir the final fettlement had not 
been delayed on account of the 
flownefs of filling upthe affumption 
loan, this enormous debt would pro- 
bably have been created before now 
to complete our national blessings; 
but now when it is completed, the 
fafcination is broken, and the Se. 
cretary, who as with a magic wand, 
caufed princely eftates to grow up 
like mufhroomsinanight, andthe 
national debt to encreafe with the 
rapidity of a torrent, having fail- 
ed in his promife to convert the 
national debt into a national bleff- 
ing, his dogmas are no longer ree 
ceived as oracles; but like Sampfon 


with his hair cut, he is become 
weak like another man. 
Tam, &ce 


(To be continued.) 
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Shetch of the Life of tbe late NatuanieL Greene, Major Genered 


in the forces of the United States of Americas 
ume 
[ BY MATHEW CAREY. } 
a 


(Concluded from page &7.) 


THIS brilliant fuccefs quite 
difconcerted the pian of operations 
formed by lord Cornwallis. Ha- 
ving entertained no idea of an en- 
emmy to oppofe in South Carolina, 
the conqueit of which he had deem- 

d complete, he had made every 
preparation for carrying his arms 
to the northward, to gather the 
Jaurels, which he imagined await- 
ed for him. He now found him. 
felf obliged to poftpone this de- 
fiens He marched with rapidity 
after gen. Morgan, in hopes, not 
only to recover the priioners, but 
to revenge Tarlton’s loffes. The 
Americans, by a rapidity of move. 
ments, and the interference of 
providence,* eluded his efforts, and 
general Greene effeCied a junGion 
of the two divifions of his little ar- 
army, on the 7thof February. Still 
was -he fo far inferior to lord Corn- 
wallis, that he was obliged to re- 
treat northward, and, notwith- 
ftanding the vigilance and activity 
ot his enemy, he brought his men 
in fafety into Virginia. 

In this ftate he received fome 
reinforcements, and had the pro- 
mife of more—on which he return- 
ed again into North Carolina, 


where, on their arrival, he hoped 
to be able to a& on the offenfive. 
He encamped in the vicinity of 
lord Cornwallis’s army. By a va- 
riety of the beft concerted ma- 
neuvres, and by the fecrecy and 
promptitude of his motions, he 
fo judicioufly fupported the are 
rangement of his troops, that du- 
ring three weeks, while the enemy 
remained near him, he prevented 
them from taking any advantage 
of their fuperiority, and even cut 
off all opportunity of their receiv- 
ing fuccours from the royalifis. 


About the beginning of March, 
he effected a jun€iion with a conti- 
nental regiment, and two confider- 
able bodies of Virginia and Caro- 
lina militia. He then determined 
on attacking the Britifh command. 
er without lofs of time, “ being 
perfuaded,” as he declared in his 
fubfequent dilpatches, “ that if he 
was fuccefsful, it would prove ru- 
inous to the enemy—and, if other 
wife, that it would be but a pare 
tial evil to him.” On the 14th, 
he arrived at Guilford court-houfe, 
the Britifh then lying at 12 miles 
diftance. 


——— (2 
NOTE. 
* « The Britifh urged the purfuit with fo much rapidity, that they 
came to the ford of the Catawba on the evening of the fame day cn 


which the Americans had croffed it. 
Had it rifen a few hours earlier, the 


of rain rendered it impaffable. 


Before the next day, a heavy fall 


Americans would have had no chance of efcape, and their prifoners 


would have been retaken by the enemy. 


Some time after, the fame 


providential interference took place in pafling the Yadkin, A fudden 
and rapid rife, after the Americans had croffed, prevented lord Corn. 


wallis from getting over.” 


[ Vide Rammfay, Vol. Il. P+ 206,208.) 





















LITE OF GENERAL GREENE. 


His army confifted of about four 
thoufand five hundred men, of 
whom near two thirds were North 
Carolina and Virginia militia— 
The Britifh were about two thou- 
fand four hundred, all regular 
troops, and the greater part inured 
to toil and fervice in their long ex- 
pedition under lord Cornwallis, 
who, on the morning of the 15th, 
being apprifed of gen. Greene's 
intentions, marched to meet him. 
The latter difpofed his army in 
three lines; the militia of North- 
Carolina were in front——the fecond 
line was compoted of thofe of Vir- 
giniam-and the third, which was 
the flower of the army, was form- 
ed of continental troops, near fif- 
teen hundred in number, They 
were flanked on both fides by cav- 
alry and riflemen, and were polted 
on a rifling ground, a mile and a 
half from Guilford court houfe. 

The engagement commenced at 
halfan hour after one o’clock, by 
a brifk cannonade. After which 
the Britith advanced in three co- 
juinns, and attacked the firft line, 
compoted, as has been obferved, 
of North Carolina militia. Thefe, 
who probably, had never been in 
action before, were panic {truck at 
the approach of the enemy, and 
many of them ran away withqut 
firing a gua, or being fired upon, 
and even before the Britith had 
cone nearer than 140 yards to 
them. Part of them however fr- 
ed, but tl then followed the ex- 
ample of their comrades. Their 
oficers made every poffible effort 
to rally them—but neither the ad- 
vantages of their pofition, nor any 
other confideration, could induce 
them to maintain their ground.— 
This fhameful cowardice had a 
great effect upon the iffue of the 
battle. The next line, however, 
behaved much better. They fought 
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with great bravery; and after they 
were thrown into diforder, rallied, 
returned to the charge, and kept 
up a heavy fire for a long time, but 
were at length broken, and driven 
on the third line, when the cne 
gazement became general, very fee 
vere, and very bloody. At lengthy 
{uperiority of difciplene carried 
the day from fuperiority of nume 
bers. The conflict endured an 
hour and an half, and was termi- 
nated by gen. Greene’s ordering a 
retreat, when he perceived, that the 
enemy were on the point of ene 
circling his troops. 

This was a hard-fought aétien. 
Lord Cornwallis ftated his loffes in 
killed, wounded, and mifling, at 
532, among whom were feveral 
officers of confiderable rank. To 
thole who are ufed to confider the 
thoufands killed in the plains of 
Germany, very frequently without 
producing any vifible confequence 
on the fate of a war, the number 
here mentioned muft appear inlige 
nificant. - But this battle was, ne- 





verthelefs, decifive in its confes: 


quences. Lord Cornwallis was, 
three days after, oblized to make 
a retrograde motion, and to return 
to Wilmington, fituated two hun- 
dred miles from the place of ac- 
tion. He was even under the ne- 
ceflity of abandoning a contiderae 
ble aumber of thofe who were mof 
dangerouily wounded. 

Tse lofts of the Americans was 
about four hundred killed and 
wounded. However, this was not 
fo feverely felt, as the defertion 
of a confiderable number of milie 
tia, who tled homewards, and came 
no more near the army. 

Some time, after this engage 
ment, gen. Greene determined to 
return to South Carolina, to endea- 
vor to expel the Britith from that 
ftatee His firlt objet was to at- 
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tempt the reduction of Camden, 
where lord Rawdon was pofted 
with about nine hundred men. The 
ftrenpth of this place, which was 
covered on the fouth and eaft ides 
by a river and a creek, and to the 
weltward and northward, by fix re- 
doubts, rendered it impraGicable 
to carry it by ftorm, with the {mall 
army gen. Greene had, confifting 
of about feven hundred continey- 
tals. Ele, therefore, encamped at 
about a mile from the town, in or 
der to prevent fupplies trom being 
brought in, and to take advantage 
of fuch favorable circumfRances as 
sight occur. 

Lorp Rawdon’s fituation was 
extremely delicate. Col. Watfon, 
whom he had fome time before de- 
tached for the proteCtion of the 
eaftern frontiers, and to whom he 
had, on intelligence of qeveret 
Seenae’ s intentions, fent orders to 
return to Camden, was fo effeciu- 
ally watched by general Marian, 
that it was impoflible for him to 
obey. His lordthip’s fupphes were 
moreover, very precarious :—and, 
fhould general Greene’s reinforce- 

yents arrive, he might be fo clofe- 
dy invefted, as to be at length obli- 
ged to furrender. In this dilemma, 
the beft expedient that fuggefted 
itfelf, was a bold attack; for which 
purpoie he armed bis muficians and 
drummers, and every perfon capa- 
dle of carrying a mufquet. He 
fallied out on the 25th of April, 
are attacked gen. Greene im his 
camp. The defence was obftinate, 
and, for for fome part of the en- 
gagement, the advantage appeared 
to be in favor of America. Lieut. 
colonel Wafhington, who com- 
manded the cavalry, had at one 
time not lefs than two hundred 
Britifh prifoners. However, by 
the mifcondudt of one of the Ame- 
hican regiments, vidory was {natch- 
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ed from general Greene, who was 
compelled to retreat. He loft in 
the action about two hundred kill- 
ed, wourded, and prifoners. Lord 
Rawdon loft 258. 

THERE was a great fimilarity 
between the confeguences of the 
affair at Guilferd, and thofe of this 
action. In the former, lord Corn- 
wallis was fuccelsful—but was ebli- 
ved to retreat two hundred miles 
from the fcene of action, and fora 
time abandon the grand object of 
penetrating to the northward. In 
the latter, lord Rawdon had the hoe 
nor of the field, but was fhortly 
after reduced to the neceflity of 
abandoning his podt, and leaving 
behind lim a number of fick and 
wounded, 

Tut evacuation of Camden, 
with the vigilance of gen. Greene, 
and of the feveral office rs he em- 
ployed, gave a new face to affairs 
mm South Carolina, where the Bri- 
tith afcendency declined more rav- 
idly than it had been eftabliflied. 
The numerous forts, garrifoned 
by the enemy, fell, ome after the 
other, into the hands of the Ame- 
ricans. Orangeburg, Motte, Wat- 
fon, Georgetown, Granby, and ald 
the others, fort Ninety-4ix except- 
ed, were furrendered ; and a very 
conitderable number of prifoners 
of war, with military flores and 
artillery, were found in them. 

On the 22d of May, general 
Greene fat down before Ninety- 
fix, with the main part of his little 
army. ‘The fiege was carried on 
for a confiderable time with great 
fpirit : and the place was defended 
with equal bravery. At length, 
the works were fo far reduced, 
that a furrender muft have been 
made ina few days, when a rein- 
forcement of three regiments, 
from Europe, arrived at Charlefton, 
which enabled lord Rawdon to 
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proceed to relieve this fmportant 
pott. The apy of the ene- 
my’s force, reduced general Greene 
to the alternative of abandoning 
the fiege altogether, or, 
to their arrival, of attempting the 
fort by ftorm. The latter” was 
more agreeable to his enterprifing 
{pirit ; and an attac 
the morning 


per 10 us 


k was in aty on 
Me 


of the 29th of June. 


He was re pulfed with the lefs of 


one hundred and fifty men. He 
raifed the fiege, and retreated over 
the Saluda. 

Dr. Ramfay to, whom the wri- 
ter of this fketch is indebted, for 
moft of the facts herein cantained, 
fpeaking of the ftate of affairs 
about this pee faid,—** truly 
diftreffing was the fituation of the 
American ar ms ; when in the graip 
ef victory, to be obliged to expole 
themfelves to a hazardous affault, 
and afterwards to abandon the 


fiege : when they were nearly maf- 


ters of the whole country, to be 
@ompelled to retreat to its extre- 
mity: atter fubduing the greateft 
part of the force fent arain{t them, 
to be under the 
sountering fill ¢ 

ments, when the af remote fituation 
preclude: ‘d them from the hope “of 
‘unt. In this 
fituation, there were nat 
ng pe rfons who a lvifes Ll ren. 


neceility of en- 


rater reinf ree 


receiving a finele rec 
gloomy 
want 
a : to teave the fate, 
tire with his remaining forces to 
Virginia. ‘To arguments and fug- 
geftions of this kind he nobly re- 
plied — I will recover the 
or die in the attempt.’ 

‘uifhed officer, whofe genius was 


and re- 


COUNTY, 


his diftin- 


=a vigorous in thofe extremities, 
' q : ’ i. ' 
when feeble minds abandon them- 
{elves to defpair, ad voted the 
refource now left him, 
inz anengagement, until 
ith force fhould be divide 


only 
of avoid. 
the Brit- 
-d.”” 
7 


tAL 
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Some fkirmifhes of no great moe 
ment, took place between detache 
ed parties of both armies in July 
and Auguit. September the 9th, 
gen. Greene having aflembledabout 
2,000 men, proceeded to attack 
the Britifh, who, under the com- 
mand of colonel Stewart, were 
pofted at Eutaw Springs. ‘The 
American force was drawn up in 
two lines; the firft compofed of 
Carolina militia, was commanded 
by generals Marian and Pickens, 
and colonel De Malmedy. The 
fecond, which contifted of conti- 
nental troops from North Caroli- 
na, Virginia, and Maryland, was 
commanded by gen. Sumpter, lieut. 
colonel Campbell, and colonel Wil- 
liams; lieutenant colonet Lec, with 
his legion, covered the right flank; 
and lieutenant colonel Henderfon, 
with the ftate troops, covered the 
left. A corps de referve was forme 
ed of the cavalry, under lieuten- 
ant colonel Waflhington, and the 
Delaware troops under capt. Kirke 
wood. As the Americans came 
forward tothe attack, they fell in 
with fome advanced parties of the 
enemy, at about two or three miles 
a head of the main body. Thefe 
being clotgly purfued, were drivea 
the action foon became 

general, | The militia were at 
leneth forced to way, but 
were bravely fupported by the fe- 
cond line. In the hotteft part of 
the engagyem emt, eweneral Greene 
ordered the } irytand and Virgin 
12 cout! " ‘toehe 
led arms. This dec sded the fate 
of the day. Nothing,” fays dr. 
Ramfay, * could furpafs the intre- 
pidity of both officers and men on 


' 
back——an 


give 


‘te . 
oe W1tn trale 


this occalion.—They ruthed on, in 
good order, throug “h a heavy can- 
le d a fl f 7 
nonade, an iower OF mul fg uet- 
ry, with fuch unthaken refolution, 
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that they bore down all before 


them.” The Britith were broken, 
clofely purfued, and upwards of five 
hundred of them taken prifoners— 
They however made a frefh ftand, 
in a favourable pofition; in impene- 
trable fhrubs and a picquetted gar- 
den.  Lieutenant-colonel Wath. 
ington, after having made every ef- 
fort to diilodge them, was woun- 
ded and taken prifoner. Four fix 
pounders were brought forward to 
play upon them, but they fell into 
their hands; and the endeavours 
to drive them from their ftation be- 
ing found impracticable, the Ame- 
ricans retired, leaving a ftrong pic« 
quet on the field cf battle. Their 
lofs was about five hundred ; that 
of the British upwards of eleven 
hundred. 

General Greene was honored by 
congrefs with a Britifh flandard, 
and a gold medal, emblematical of 
the engagement and fuccefs, “ for 
his wife decifive, and magnanimous 
condudt, in the action at Eutaw 
fprings, in which, with a force in- 
ferior in number to that of the 
enemy, he obtained a moft fignal 
victory.” 

In the evening of the fucceeding 
day, colonel Stewart gbandoned 
his poft, and mst towards 
Charlefton, leaving behind up- 
wards of feventy of his wounded, 
and a thoufand flands of arms. He 
was purfued a confiderable dif- 
tance—but in vain. 

Tur battle of Eutaw produced 
moft fignal confequences in favor 
of America. ‘The Britifh, who 
had for fuch a length of time lord- 
ed it abfolutely in South Carolina, 
were, fhortly after that event, obli- 
¢ed to confine themfelves ig 
Charlefton, whence they never ven- 
tured but to make predatory ex- 
eurfions, with bodies of cavalry, 
which in general met with a very 
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warm and very unwelcome recepa 
tion. 

Durine the relaxation that fol- 
lowed, a dangerous plot was forms 
ed, by fome turbulent and muti- 
nous perions in the army, to deli- 
ver up their brave general to thé 
Britith. ‘Lhis treafohable defign 
owedits rife to the hardfhips, wants, 
and calamities of the feldiers, who 
were ill paid, ill clothed, and il 
fed. The confpirators did not ex- 
ceed twelve in number : anda pros 
vidential difcovery defeated the 
project. 

‘tue furrender of lord Corns 
wallis, whofe enterprifing {pirit 
had been by the Britifh miniftry 
expected to repair the loffes, and 
wipe away the difprace, whieh had 
been incurred through the ina&ivi- 
ty and indolence of ether generals, 
having convinced them ef the im- 
practicability of fubjugating Ame- 
rica, they difcontinued offenfive 
operations inevery cuarters From 
the beginning of the year 1782, 
it was currently reported, that 
Charlefton was {peedily to be eva- 
cuated : it was officially announc- 
ed the 7th of Auguft; but did not 
take place until the 17th of Dec. 

Tue happy period at length are 
rived, when, by the virtue and bra- 
very of her fons, aided by the 
beunty of heaven, America come 
pelled her invaders to recognize 
her independence. Then her ar- 
mies cuitted the tented fields, and 
retired tocultivate the artsof peace 
and happinefss Among the ref, 
general Greene vifited his native 
country, where he proved himfelf 
a valuable citizen, as the Carolie 
nas had witnefled him a vallant of- 
ficer. Diffenfions and jealoufies 


had extended their deflru@ive ine 
fluence among the Rhode-I lands 
ers, whofe animofity had arifen to 
fuch a degree, as to threaten the 
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moft ferious ill confequences :— 
general Greene exerted himlelf to 
reftore harmony and peace among 
them once more ; ana wis happily 
fucceistul. 

In October, 1785, he failed to 
Cc OY or1a here } } 
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! { + -n d man £, ; 4 
able eltate, not tar diitant trom Sa- 


had a Conncere- 


vannah. . Here he pafied away his 
time, occupied in his domeltic 
concerns, until the hour of his 
mortality approa hed. Walking 
out one day in June 1786, he was 





overpow’rea by the extreme heat 


of the fun, which brought on a 


‘aah ibis, _ ya. , 


ee , ss = . 
qgilorder that carried him on, a few 
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gays atter, ol the igvth oF tne 
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WuHeEwN the melancholy account 
ot h death arrived at Sav: mah, 
the people were fttruck with the 
yf deepeft forrow. All bufinels wi 
ij fufpended. ‘The fhops and flor 
i throughout the town were fhut: 
5 a 1 the {! Dy} in hi hi I i bour | id 
} t] col ‘cs halt-maf{ted 
: Ciicik yours f naifcde 
. The body was broucht to 
Savannah, and interred on the 
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attended by the Cincinnati, mie 
litia, &c. &e. 

linmediately after the interment 
of the corple, the members of the 
Cincinnati retired to the coffees 
houfe in Savannah, and came to 
the following retolution. 

* That asa token of the hich 
refpect and veneration in which 
this fociety Hold the memory of 
their late iluftrious brother, major 
gveneral Greene, deceafed, George 
Wathington Greene, his eldeft fon, 
be admitted a member of this foci. 
ety, to take his feat on his arri- 
ving at the age of 18 years.” 

GENERAL GreeENE left behind 
him a wife, and five children, the 
eldeft of whom was about 11 years 
old. : 

On Tuefday the 12th of Au- 
ult, the United States in conzrefs 

mbled, came to the following 

“ HAT a monument be ereét- 
ed to the memory of Nathaniel 
Greene, efg. at the feat of the 
federal eovernment, with the fol- 
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memory ot 


NATHANIEL GREEN ly Eso. 


1 sad-ata . Q- 7 - 
who Geparted this lite, the 19th of June, 1786, 
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loutbern department. 


the United States in Congrefs afembled, 


in honor 
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HISTORY OF THE 


NATIONAL DEBT. 


Origin, Progress, and present state of the Debt of the United Statess 


(Continued from page 91.) 


2 + oe 


No oppofition was made in the 
frit Congrefsp that met under the 
prefent government, to pr 
payment of interei# upon all thofe 
dpecies of debt, except fo far as 
related to the domeftie debt. The 
length of time that had clapfed 
fince the debt had been contracted, 
without any efficient meature be- 
ing taken either to dife harge inte- 
reit or principal, had funk its mar- 
ket price to about one eighth part 
ef its neminal value. ‘hat de- 
preciation, compared to that of 


7.4 
the paper money, had imprefife 


ovide for 


upon many, a belief, that it mieht 
be difcharged in the fame m: Y 
as the paper; that 1s to fay, by 
not payingit. A great1 tea er of 


the original holders, of the foldiers 


who had performed the actual fer- 
wices, of the citizens who had ac- 
tually fun d the fupplics, had, 
many trom: tv,and fome from 
want of co: », fold the evi- 
a nces of t at that low 
price. S thy for @hefe, and 
the unpopularity that attached to 
t! purchafers, created a ftrong 
difference of opinion, as to the 


meafnures to be taken on that head. 
"lwo propofiti ms, one of whieh, 
by directing a new fettlement of 
accounts, aimed to mnnihilate the 
gQreate ft nart of the ce bt: and the 
other went on the ground of pay- 
ing to the purchafers only the real 
value they had given, and to the 
oricinal holders the difference be- 
tween that and the nominal value 
of the del bt, were both re je éted by 
a large majority. It was finally 
agreed to fuhd all the arrears of 


intereft, including the indents in 
circulation, at three per cent. and 
the principal (including the out. 
ftanding paper money at the rate 
of one hundred for one) at fix per 
cent.; fulpending, however, for 
ten years, the payment of irtereft 
upon one third of the principal ; 
and, in exc hange for that fufpen. 
fion, attaching to the debt a con. 
dition which was fuppofed to in- 
hance its value; that is to fay, 
himiting the power, which the pub- 
lic had to pay the whole of the 
principal whenever they pleafed, 
to only eight per cent. in each 
year, including both prineip al and 
intereft upon the original capital. 
Thus the principal of the dome. 
ftic debt was divided into two fpe- 
cies, be th bearing fix per cent. in- 
tere t, both convertib le, at the plea- 
hee’ of congrefs, into an ann uity 
of eight per cent. and of about 
23 years, and irredeemable in any 
other way; but one (which has 
generally preferved the denomina- 
tion of fix per cents flock, and 
which, confifting of two thirds of 
the whole, amountedto 19,243,157 
dollars 42 cents.) bearing intereft 
from the It of january, !791, 
and the other (known under the 
name of deferred ftock, and amoun- 
ting to 9,616,023 dollars 2. 
cents,) bearing intereft only from 
ree | the year 1800. As the inte. 
e{t began to be paid only in the 
y ear 1791, that which accrued du- 
ring the year 1790 created a far. 
ther increafe of debt of 1,680,000 
dollars, and fwelled the amount of 
arrears, funded at the rate of three 
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percent. to 13,078,621 dollars 80 others; the power NaAKingY ree 
ales, saan ° - . 1 
eents.* Phe arrears Upon thedebt quilitions fromm the ftates hayin r 
, aque to foreign oincers, were dis- ceaied vith if - 
ae Se om ao } 
ainvarvead ihn ipecie inftead ot being d Y ion, a i ) lika 
, * 
funded. by the pz nt con/titution to rane 
Bur although the meafures, no taxes « t, cither.in an uni- 
eb ee ee ees eee i: Bom rs . ; oti . 
which relatea to the domeitic debt rorm way, or mn yPOTLLO ié 
and ee ee Maas, Ce aEsE Co} a illie { 
were adopted by a very larze ma- population of the refpecti ftates. 
lute ‘ ‘ye . . Big wry : ’ 
joritv, and feem, to tar as can be TT only mode that med prac- 
ite a ah , - 4 ,; ‘ ‘s ; 
jud rea trom the rapid appreciation ticat Vas, ior the union to pay 
per . leb: af én Sean 403 cz i ae, , 
* ot the debieven prior to its being to the creditor ftates at leait fuch 
for f ; i : rc i % + . +s 
fund d, to have been tupp yrted ii Daliances aS Wouid ve tound di oO 
eft BES Se CI NGA ig SITET +] ' ; x 
a great Gevree by pubdiic opinion, them, or even {go much more as 
I Re eine we . te i}, + . PD on | J 1° 
, another propoltion, Maue til reltae MiOUlu, AS fat aS WML, COUALIZS 
. j i } 
n | ! ee A - +} tied ot . he 
2 tion to the debts due by the indi- the accounts witnout encreall 
Ne a j ‘ P 1 +) 
vidual ftates, met with a much too much the debt; and that pay- 
4 {trouger oppolition, and was even ment mickt made either by 
y : o} oo af So + . } ot it £ 
’ inthe firlt initance reject d by clic fun tno} Haiances in tavor of 
yas - . ot Lg ' i n 
houle of repretentatives. It has the ftat themiletves, or dy aiiume- 
} already been ftated that the advan- inv acertain proportion of the debts 
H ces, made by the feveral ftates, had owing to individuals by thote cre- 
} \ ied accoramn’ to tuner ipective Ccitor it e i t vas ule wCci- 
circumitances, and that their ace ediy propo » Without waitin’ for 
7 ’ } . . . 
counts had not been tettled at the the adjultment of the accounts, 
time of the adoption of the pree without kr wink witch of ¢t 
fent government. Suppolingthofe ftates had realiy advanced mo 
} ‘ c * } } +! > } + P | ‘ 
advances to ne ailcertal 4 anu tian their proportion, wit u ° 
. . " t*. , ] . ‘ ‘ ’ ‘ 
thoie accounts to be adjuitead, a amining whether the deovts tney 
difficulty would ar as to the then owed aroite trom th atneis 
} . 1° c ’ +; -\° ° t . . ; 
mode of making a final and fatif- of their exertions during the Var, 
factory fettlement. For the ad- orfrom their remillaefs in paying 
iuiiment of accounts would only taxes ; it was propoicd that the 
i 
' es ee ee ee - ve tratal <e ; ce ae. 
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their quota o1 proportion 5 that tie de ts i i ) the ie il 
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thele who micht be called “ debt- fates in thei lividual « v5 


or ftates’? were indebted to the ameafure to little expeGed even by 


yet : ‘ . Saggpetigs = ; 
other {tates in certain fums. But the creditors ot thofe ftates.,thatthe 


— ’ + y° “4 ‘ ( ’ 
the difliculty was, kow to oblige evidences of the debts of fome of 
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thofe debtor ftates ta pay to the them had not appreciated ia value 
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* This calculation of the different fpecies of flock is made as if the 


whole of the original domeftic debt had received the modifications in. 
tended by law. But it was lef 

terms or not, paying however an intereft of only 4 per cent. to non. 
fubfcribers. The ftatement marked (B) exhibits the amount both « 
the funded (or fubicribed) and unfunded debt oa the Mk of January, 
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£... > 1 21.95 flac : nf weasels 
Since the eftablifhmentot the preient 
1 


gorvernment, aithouch, as has 
been 
that the proper 


muft be paid had raifed the market 


tne expectation 


remarked, 


lebt of the union 
price of the evidences of that debt 
to four times what it was when the 
conftitution was adopted. 

‘Turis propofitien was finally 
adopted, with the following modi- 
fications. Firft, inftead of fund. 
jne the arrears of j 
per cent. and the prin ipal at 6 per 
cent. one third of the ; 
both the principal and 
yntere(lt to the firtt of 
was funded at three per cent ; two 
thirds of the remaining two thirds 
were funded at 6 per cent. bearing 
intereft from the year 1792, and 
third of the faid two 
thirds was funded alio at fix per 


intereft trom after 


the other 


cent. bearing 
the year 1800. Secondly, the in- 
tereft for the vear 1791 was not 
paid as it was on the a ymeftic ce be 
but funded ; and the intereft on 3 


} ’ 
1OCKS 


and 6 per cent. p2id enly 
from the year 1792, that 1s to lay, 


ar later than upon the dome- 
fic debt. Thirdly, the total amount 
of the 

ftates, and the proportios of the 
1 


thus fund. 


. . 5 .. * } 
aebts ot the 3 dividual 


debts of each {tate to be 
ed, were limited at a certain fum 
fixed at random, each ftate trying 
beft poflible bargain. 
"The fums actually funded by virtue 
of that affumption amount to 
18,271,814 74 cent 

which have produced 8,120,836 


to make the 


dollars 


dollars 28 cents fix per cent. ftock ; 
4,060,417 dollars 84 cents defer. 
red ftock, and 6,090,560 dollars 
67 cents three per cent. ftock. 

Ir was provided at the the fame 
time that the fums tk 
for e4 fhould 


be charged to thote ftate 


thus affumed 
ch fate refpeat ely 
in their 


accounts, and that. the balances, 


OF THE 


which final 
fhould be found due to the creditor 


upon a 


fettiem . 


ftates, fhoula be funded in their 
favor. The accounts have accerd- 
inely been fettled by three com. 
. _ 1 } ’ 
mniffio: rs vel} GQGDvDY laW, W no duit 
and cone dis powers to t t 
; Jin : : 
et Ct. The ~~ yn lie } é 
cec! ed tit re te of} ' i Sen 
ances due to « un ftates, 1 l~ 
aqaine . tere Y th j i’ ot Ta 1 “ 
ry, 1790,to amount to 3,517.4584 
’ 7 , | 
' . ana ft ‘ } t Oj 
i] ! » ‘ ‘ 
ances due by certain other flaies to 
f2mount allo te the tume { Ne {} 
ote ] ¢ -? 
balances thus due to certain 
have been funded in their favor, 
and have proauced 2,344,356 acl- 
} 
lars in fix per cent. flock; and 


1.172.528 dollars in deferred flock. 


dat " i " . 

lhe intereit which ac ead on tie 

. . 

Aix per cent. ftock, from the { ot 

January 1790, tothe firftcf Jane 

° 

ua 1795, an tine to 703,516 

ra} lars CL) 4 + Ww ; tj id bit 

; } rs 

funded att percent. The ix 

ern ’ . 

per cent. ana deterred itocks, cre- 
— 2 - ; 

tea both by the ailumption and 


by the funding of balances, 
like thofe produced by the domet- 
tic debt, declared to be cenverti- 
ble into an annuity of eight per 
cent, and of 23 years 
months, and irredeemable in any 
other way. 

Tw Oo reafons 
influenced the meafure of 


and fome 


have 


a . 
allumines 
’ 


ly } 
acemea to 


the ftate debts before afettlement 
of accounts had taken place: Firft- 
ly. the impatience of thofe fttates 
who laboured under a heavy weicht 
of debt, and who feem to have 
been apprehenfive, either that they 
might not be found creditor to fo 
large an amount as the fums affum- 
ed for them, or that if they did 
not obtain immediate reliet, juf- 
tice might afterwards be denied 
Secondly, an idea that 
government would be ftrengthened 


to them. 


meager 


~_— 
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by rendering all the creditors of 
the individual {tates dependent up- 


And to thefe was 


on the union. hele was 


ded a furge 


ition that it was 
more ealy for the ceneral govern. 
i 


‘ tes, and would therefore 

need the fam lief, 
} ted tll a final fettle- 
; 1 place. Expert- 
‘ nthait the addi- 


the union by 


fartrom ftren: th 


! t, has ted 
, a 
Ol in 1 - 
, » 
} i} 4 i aiu c 
1 tf only o1 cc che 
ee 
, io eswhich | ther 
i 1 rend , but 
U ] t fu j ‘« i 
¢ Hv b ‘ 4 a. 4 . 
} IcC i ‘ t ‘s 
‘ e that there were fome infuen- 
: . 
tia ract Ww wiin was to 
poCcreal a1) ) vetuate the ¢ bt: 


ure. if ; aithouch it may, 
upon a fuperhcial view, hav _ 
~ 1 a matter of indiflerence, 
wo r the ynev neceffary to dif. 
charge that debt. was railed from 
the peop! t th United Stare . 


by the veneral eovernment, or by 
the individual ftates; vet the dif- 
fic ulty experienced UV the _ OoOverne 
ment of the union toincreafe their 


se hx > sneteenal Aus +1 
revenue OV any internal auties, the 
aan _ “yp4 1 a aint } 
Tapia rogreis heretotore mad Vy 
; . < , e “—— 
evera! jtates in redeeming their 


debts, and the prefent fituation cf 
thofe ftat whofe debts, (on ac- 
count of their being found debtor 
ftates) would not | T 


lave Deen oliume 
gd, clearly prove that a confidera- 


‘ 
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; atau : 
ble part of the additional debt, 


thus affumed by the union. would 
have probably, had no aflumption 
taken place, been difcharged by 
this time, by the exertions of the 
individual ftates.s Whatthat addie 
tional debt amounts to will now be 


fhow 


Ve 
ein order to form a correct idea 
of the effe& of the meafure, it is 


neceliary to aicertain exactly ;— 
fir{} hat - otnn wlané wealetive 
ifile What 158 ie pre It relacive 


} ~ . sf? ad 
the accounts ofr tne 


. Bes ] «1 
yveriectly to eqnalize the eccounts 
}’ i 4 ‘ > 
but to bring t exaQly to the 
{4 fitnation in which they now 
) 


. . 
mRST 3 by funding the agrre- 
cate of balances which have been 


me oe ] i 
und aue To tne crea 


* tor itates, 
ar t the fame time, by not reco- 
v i ’ t m t! ¢ a bh r { At the 
> | y 


balances due by them, it is true 
that the different flates have been 
put on a more equal footine than 
they were before ; but the accounts 


are not v 


i . A . dl- 
7 7 > | ‘ 
{ urh by Sayine t balances, 
? ] } 
t del aque to the ¢ aito} {ta es 
DN apnea t rH vet 
bilal ] 3 10 5 C9 

) 

asthat debt wasdue to them, notby 


t! i} but Ov the a itor itates 
1 } 1 } . ’ } 
( +s ¢ Ll ¢ a by is nu ] lg 
} + ’ 
not oy the da Fr itat , out t tne 
: y +} ii ] “ 
i i e tne ¢< Gi 5 ahd € 
j } at 
i te \ 1 rs nM 1g 
are made part of the union) to 
pry j ives a pa of the d t. 
a l They 1 t oT i ] d 
balances inuftbe confidered asa tax 
] a ee So . “a 
Paid 1 the ui nN. < 1cna ge to 
7 ] » ? , 
be paid by the feveral ftates, and 


therefore to be credited to them 
1 


werreebe Ss “ 
‘efpectively in the flame manner as 
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other advances made by them have 


been. Dividing that aggregate 
amongft the feveral ftates, in pro- 
portion to their federal numbers as 
afcertained by the cenfus of 1791 ; 
the quota thus falling on each Ilate, 
being refpectively carricd to thie 
credit of each, and « ompare d with 
the balance which was before due 
by or to each ftate, will afcertain 
ghe balance now due by or to each 
ftate. By that proceis, which is 
exhibited in the 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 
and 7th columns of the ftatement 
No. XV. it appears that the ag- 
gregate of balances re fpective ly 
due to and from certain flates, now 
amounts to 2,450,390 dollars 90 
and 


it mult be recollected 
that, in order to come to that re- 


eents, 


fult, the United States have af- 
fumed and funded a debt of dollars 
ons 


22,492,888 27 cents, 

SECONDLY; a procefs nearly 
fimilar to the one juit now men- 
tioned will fhow what balances 
jhould have been found againft or 
in favor of the feveral ftates, if 
no afflumption had taken place. 
The effect of the affumption, on 
the accounts and on the final bal- 
ances returned by the commiilion- 
ers, has been to debit each ftate 
refpectively with the amount af- 
dumed for that ftate, and to credit 
gach ftate with the proportion or 
quota of that ftate (the faid pro- 
portion being determined by the 
federal numbers of the ftate) of 
the aggregate fum aflumed by the 
union. As both the federal num- 
bers of, and the tum affumed for 
each ftate are known, the amount 
of the debit and credit created by 
the affumption, againft and for 
each ftate is alfo afcertained, and 
nothing more is neceffary, in order 
to find what refult fhould have ta- 
xen place, had there been no af- 
fumption, than to take away from 
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the accounts (or, which ts the fame 
thine, from the refult of thofe ac- 
counts as exprefled by the balances 
returned by the commiffioners) the 
and credit thus afcertain- 
The 2d, 8th, 9th, and 10th 
columns of the flatement No. XV. 
exhibit the details of that procets, 
from it appears, that the 


qgevdit 


ca. 


whence it 


3 } 
ayegrepate of tee balances, Which 
woulv have bee ii ioul d aue to or 


from the feveral flates, had no at- 
fumption teken place, amounts te 
$,047,390dolls. 43.cents. The next 
ftep is to find how much it would 
then have been nec: ary either te 
ime orto fund, in order to re- 
duce that aggregate of ballances 


F ‘ ; Eh 
to the fum of 2.450.390 dollars 


90 cents, Which has been fiated to 
be the amount of 


true balances 


} +} “ x * 
10w due to he feveral 


nearly 


and from 
Another 
funilar to the preceding, and whick 


is exhibited in the I ]th, 12th, 13th 


7 
{tates 


\ 4 
proce i226 


and 14th columns of the ftatement 
No. xX We 


to obtain that refult. it would have 


{hows that, in order 
been neceflary to affume fiate debts, 
or to fund favor of 
the creditor ftates, as might have 


balances 10 


beft fuited their convenience, only 
to the amount of 11,609,259 dol- 
lars fixty nine cents inliead of the 
22,492,888 dollars 27 cents which 
have been affumed and funded, 
Thus, had the United States wait- 
ed to affume ftate debts till the ac- 
counts had been finally fettled, in- 
fiead of affluming at random be- 
fore a fettlement had taken place, 
the very fame refult which now ex- 
ifts might have been effected, the 
accounts of the umion with the 
individual ftates might have been 
placed in the fame relative fitua- 
tion in which they now fiand, by 
affuming eleven millions inflead 
of twenty two. The additional 
and unneceflary debt created by 
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¢hhat fatal meafure amounts there- 
fore to 10,883,628 dollars 58 
cents.* 

Ir will further appear, from an 
infpection of the fame ftatement 
No. XV. that thofe ftates, which 
laboured under the heavieft bur- 
then otf debts, would have in a 
great degree, been relieved; for 
the amount which, in that cafe, 
fhould have been refpectively af- 
fumed for the ftate of Matfachu- 
fetts, 3,843,573 dollars 74 cents, 
Rhode-Hland 7 
cents’ Connecticut 1,52 
lars 58 cents, and South-Carolina, 
4.603.853 dollars 86 cents; on 


299.892 dollars 


A 
> 4 


22.0 


42 dol. 


Penn- 
and M aryland id, for which 


about 1.300.000 dollars have been 


the other land, the rates ot 
fylvania 
afflumed, would have been placed 
na better relative fituation, had 
, by whic oh " thin; r would 
have been affumed for them, taken 
place; and they were to far able 
and willing to pav their own debts 
that they gave more to their cre- 
ditors than was offered to them by 
eongrefs. The fame ability and 
willinenefs exifted in New York, 
for which 2bout 1,200,000 dollars 


were af'umed, and which was, in 


the iffue, found to be a debtor 
{tate to the amount of more than 
1,700,000 dolWars. 

Tuk deb 
ed, it became Important, ¢ hietly « 
account of the fp: 


toy rare ts mice. as fo Pe | 
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culati ons of ‘te 
ei¢ener 


as poflible, to its ni minal value. 


, 


This was accelerated by the éftab- 
Hi ment ot the finking fund a id ‘ 3 
the bank. 
the commifhoners of the hin 


Che purchafes made by 
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fund, partly with moni ies borrowed 
in Europe, an id partly with the 
domettic revenues, as ftated in ftate- 
ment No. XI. have already been 
mentioned. 

Tuer nominal coperel of the 
bank, incorporated by congrefs in 
179), confifte ‘d of ten millions of 
dollars; two millions of which 
were fubfcribed by the United 
States, but borrowed by them trom 
the bank itfelf at an intereft of fix 
per cent. and payable in ten year ly 
inftalments of 200,000 dolars each. 
Of the remaining eight millions 
fubfcribed by individuals, only one 
fourth part was payable in cath, 
and the other three fourths in fix 
per cent, ftock. hus a demand 
was created for fix millions of dol- 
lars in that fpecies of meh, which 
added to one million of dollars in 
different fecies, purchafed in the 
fame year (1791) by the commif- 
fioners of the finking fund, was 
fufficient to raife the price of the 
fix per 


cent. ftock to its nominal value. 


whole debt cont.fting 


° ? 
indeed than 
was defirable; for private {fpecula- 


It operat ed farther 


tors, excited by the rapidity of the 
Appreciation, launched with fo lit. 


tle caution in the bufinefs that, 


after an artificial rife had takers 
place through their means, the 


lefs than two months, 


iin trom 
vance to its 


Tre eftablifhment of the ban!- 


ftock within 


funk ag 25 per cent. ad 


nominal — 


was alfo beneficial in fome other 
points of view. The accommoda- 
tions which covernment receives 
from that inftitution in almoft all 


its financial operations are not on- 
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# But 703.516 rar Wars 80 cents 
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of this fum arife, not from the af. 


funntion itfelf, Ke — having funded the intereft accrued from 179@ 
alances. 
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ly ufeful when reforted to with 
moderation, but, under our prelent 
fyftem and in our fituation may be 
deemed neceffary. Nor can any 
per 94 doubt that, hke all other 
banks, this is of great commercial 
ecilite by bringing into circulation 
monies, which otherwile would re- 
main inactive, and efpecially by in- 
creafing the rapidity of the circu- 
Jation. Banks, indeed, are per- 
haps ftill more ufeful for this pur- 
pole in America than in Europe, 
There the different nations may be 
contidered as one great cominercial 
people, who can eafily relieve each 
other’s temporary wants of money ; 
whilft here the fudden drains of 
{pecie, to which we are as liable 
as any other commercial gation, 
to which we are perhaps, on ac- 
count of our extenfive trade to 
the Eaft-Indies, more expofed than 
moit of them, cannot, by reafon 
of our great diftance, be replaced 
within any fhort veriod, from the 
redundance im any quarter of Eu. 
FOpPe. 

‘Tur affiflance to be received 
from the bank, may, however, be 
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abufed both by government and by 
individuals ; and it hes cestainly 
been abufed by government. In. 
fterd of 1 iline fufhcient revenues, 
or abftaining from expentes, they 
have, as has already been obferv. 
ed. recurred too freely to loans and 
anticipations ; have, in fome in- 
ftances, paid soo dear for them, 
and now, from the demand mace 
by the bank of the whole of tl 

debt due them by the public, they 


find themfelves in the fame S:ua- 
tion with an individual, w! g 
too treely made ufe of diico ; 
and from whom they are {u " 
withdrawne ‘The fe of * 
abufes, an apprehenti hich 
perhaps, has in fome degree 1 


fome inftances been juftifics 
the bank micht become a polit 
engine in the hands of govern 
ment, and a convidtion with ma- 
ny that congreis had not, by the 
conf{titution, a power t incorpo< 
fate any public bodies, created a 
fericus oppofition to this meafure, 
and has left many enemies to the 
inflitution. 
(To be continued. ) 


— ct 


—= CD ta 


EXTR. whl fre mm an ADDRESS to the 


th ~~ 


ea 


in Virginia; by their Kepresentative 


Citizens of the District of York, 
in Con ETessy FOHN PAGE; 
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But as to the part I have ta- 
ken in congrefs, 1 think mytfelf 
bound not only in juttice to myfelf, 
but to my conitituents who have 
fanctioned it by their repe ated re- 
election of me, to prove that it was 
dictated -by true republican princi- 
ples, and by a knowledge of the in- 
tereft and wifhes of the citizens of 
the United States. 

TnueE members who have been 
called factious in congreis were thoi 


who voted avainft the introduction 


Pee 7 sinmaina fed? . 
of tithes, again{i the funesing jyltem, 


‘ 


the affumption, the bank, and againft 
excile; and who voted for an enqui- 
ry into the conduét of the fecretary 
of the treafury, refpeGting the fo- 
reign loans; and they have been 
charged with adefign to plunge us 
into a War W ith Britain, who voted 
in fuppert of ' Madifon’s » Dayton’s, 
and Clarke’s propolitions, as they 
were refpeQively called. I will 
endeavour as briefly as I can, to 
fhew w hy lvoted with the meme 
berse 








ii 











Mr. 


“ Ann firlt,astotitles. I voted 
figainft the ule of them, not only as 
being prohibited by the conftitution, 
but as having a pernicious tendency, 
(as I remarked at the time the quef- 
tion refpecting the title which fhould 
be given to the prefident was under 
confideration) that is of giving thole 
who poffefs them a legal claim to 
pride and infolence; that is to claim 
a fuperiority over thofe who have 
no titles; and to furnifh fuch of 
thefe latter as are difpoled to be 
mean and fycophantic, with a legal 
apology for their meannefs: pro- 
ducing at one and the fame inflant, 
adouble evil or mifchief in a re- 
public. 

I vorep againft the funding fyf- 
tem, becaufe I thought it unneceffa- 
rily complicated; and to fuch a de- 
ree, as to render it a fource of 
endlefs fraud and impofition to the 
fkilful calculators, and crafty {pe- 
culators well verfed in Englith ftock 
jobbing, and an inexplicable myfte- 
ry toa great majority of our fel- 
low-citizens: and becaufe, had it 
even been in a garb of neat fimpli- 
city, fuited to (what ought to be) 
the character of an honeft infant 
republic, I knew that a funded debt 
in other countries had been attend- 
ed with great difadvantages, and 
that in England it had produced an 
enormous accumulation of debt, an 
aftonifhing degree of corruption, 
and an alarming increafe of the 
royal authority: and therefore I 
wifhed, if poffible, to avoid a fyf- 
tem which might be productive here 
alfo of fimilar complicated evils. I 
knew, that although it were a defir- 
able thing to attach as many as pol- 
fible to our new government, that 
an attachment founded on the for- 
did bafis of avarice, was fuch as 
could not be relied on in the time of 
danger; and that it was diametri- 
cally oppofite to fuch attachment as 
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fhould be precious in the eyes of res 
publicans. It was too evident to me, 
that perfons interefted in the funds, 
would be under a powerful bias in 
favor of the meafures of govern- 
ment; that they would be firongly 
tempted to wink at its abufes, to 
difcountenance free enquiry into its 
conduét, to be pleafed with a per-~ 
petual national debt; that they 
would with for a fleet and army to 
enfure that favorite objea, as well 
as to deter from, or to crufh all op- 
pofition, and to flrengthen the ener- 
getic arm of government. I faw, 
that fhould the American fpirit be 
fuperior to that bias, fuipicions 
would neverthelets be excited, which 
might be attended with mifchiefs 
equal to the fuppofed evil. 
rited fufpicions often produce impla- 
cable refentment. Republican jea- 
loufy operating powerfully on one 
party, and a fenfe of injured honor 
on the other, might procuce fuch 
animofities; as might terminate in 
confufion and anarchy ; or to avoid 
this evil, the lovers of property, 
peace, and order, might unite with 
the enemies of liberty, and eftablifh 
defpotifin on the ruins of our repub-~ 
lic. But we were told that com- 
mon honefly and the public faith 
plighted, called on us to pay the 
debts of the union, or at leaft the 
intereft, till we could pay the prin- 
cipal, and that it was impracticable 
to pay the principal, or even more 
than four per centum as intereft 
thereon, and therefore it was necef. 
fary to fund the debt, and offer fuch 
terms of payment of the intereft 
with its principalas might be fome 
compenfation for the reduction of 
intereft: that on this account the 
fyftem was neceflarily complicated. 
In anfwer to this it was faid that 
the debt of the United States, or 
that debt which had been incurred 
by the confederated ftates under the 
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directi vation cf the old 
conzrefs, or at leait that part of it 
called the foreign debt, and a great 
part of the doimeftie Gebt might be 
paid off, and w:th the ftipulated: ia- 
tereft of @ percent, ina (*A years: 
that the fale of the weflern territo- 
ry and furplus of all appropriations, 
ly as a finking 
fund to the domeflic debt, and the 
faith cf government pledged to 
good its ceficiences ; the 


mM or appr Cc 
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whole of the foreign debt paid off 


by new loans at a lower rate of in- 
tercit, and certificates of the do- 
meftic de 
certain time, for fach proportion of 
the impolt and tonna 
{pared from their appropr iations to 
the p vayment of the initalments of 
the fore 1 vn debt, « as they might be- 
come due, would eileciually fecure 
payment of the domeftic debt, Ina 


eafonable time without funding it, 


bt made payable after a 


re as might be 


- 
A 
7 
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and the foreign debt alone remain 
as a funded debt curing the time 
ftipulated for the payments of its 
intereft and inflalme: itSe _ We were 
however foon deprived cf the argu- 
ment againft the fu dine fyftem 
which was draw n ft “om the fmallne’s 
0 t the national debt, or the facility 
of payment 5 for congrefs wer pees 
fuaded by the fecretary of the trea- 
fury to increafe it by 21,500,000 
dollars by afluming payment of the 
ftate debts. I voted againft this af. 
fumption of ftate debts, not only 
becaufe I thought it injurious to the 
credit of the general government, 
as it increafed its debts fo many mil- 
lions of dollars beyond the fam to 
which any one of its creditors, (or 
indeed any of ¢ts citizens, till the 
fecretary ‘of the treafu ‘y recom- 

rended the affumption,) had fuppof- 
ed it amounted; but becaufe I be- 


lieved that the affumption was not 
authorited by the conftitution, which 
owed its exiftence to the inability of 


the former congrefs to pay the debts 
which had been apportioned amongit 
the feveral ftates, and for which, re- 
guilitions of their refpective quotas 
had been made in vain; debts which 
had been known by the name of the 
continental debt, and had been ce- 
clared by that congrefs to be extin- 
guifhable in twenty-five years: for 
payment of which they required { on- 
ly the fale of the weflern terri iterv, 
and a duty of five per cent on the 
vile of all imports except a mode- 
rate irpoft on a very few enuinerat- 
ed articles of luxury; and which 
debt by fair conftru&ion mull have 
been that, which by the 8th fedéti- 
on of the ift article of the confti- 
tution, congrefs is authorifed to 
pa ye Inot only thought it might 
thock the credit of the general go- 
vernment to afluine payment cf fo 
large adebt. But I viewed it as 
injurious to the credit of the flate 
legifiatures; fince it held them up 
to their creditors as either unwilling 
or unable to pay their own debts, 
for payment of which, they had 
pledged the faith of their refpective 
governments, and that it had a d'- 
rect tendency to excite a fufpicion 
that congrefs were difpofed to anni- 
hilate the authority of the ftate le- 
gillatures; whilft they were aiming 
at the confolidation of government, 
{a much dreaded, as the probable off- 
spring of the new conftitution; and 
eagerly embracing every pretence 
for laying hold on every fource of 
revenue which had been left by the 
conflitution, within the reach of the 
individual ftates! I thought that if 
21 millions of dollars could be {par- 
edto pay a debt which the general 
government did not owe, it ought 
to have been facredly appropriated 
to the payment of thofe debts which 
it confefledly did owe; and to pro- 
vide for which, was the principal 
reafon afligned for the adoption of 
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the conftitution under whicl 


conrrefs ated, and to which it, and 
the general government owed their 
exiftence. 

Havine ftated inas few words 


:s I could the principal resfons 


which induced me to vote againft 
titles, the funding fyftem, .and the 


tate debts, I 


pre 2a ae the 

vill proceed to thew why I objecte ed 
to the ro fhment of the natic onal 
nut ae My firft objeQtion was 


that cengrefs had no authority from 
che conftitutio 1, expreffed or implied, 
for that pirpofe. On the contrary 
I thought, that fuch authority was 
impliedly if not exprefsly denied 
them; for they being prohibited 
from giving any commercial atdvan- 
tages or preference to one port over 
another, and as from the nature of 
a bank, commercial advantages mutt 
arife from it to the city or port where 
eft iblifhed, I conceived that con- 
grefs by the inftitution of a bank did 
aa in oppofit ion to the meaning and 
{pirit of ‘the conftitution. Befides 
had it been authoriled by the confti- 
tution, I knew that if the bank 
fould not, in the United States, 
as in England, prove an engine of 
ftate corruption, it would produce 
fufpicions difgraceful and mifchiev- 
ous to the, republic: that added to 
the funding fyftem it would niultiply 
and variegate the fpeculation and 
facilitate the acquifition of immenfe 
riches, to the unequal and improper 
agerandifement of ceitain charac- 
ers, who might be difpofed to look 
for a fuperiority of rank, and impor- 
tance, to which thev fondly fuppof@ 
their fortune or vatt eftates entitle 
them; fimilar to that which they 
know is enjoyed by thofe who pof- 
fefs fuch fuperiority of wealth in 
Britain, or in monarchies and arif- 
tocracies wherever found, and that 
it might therefore prove a ftrong 
temptation to fome to attempt a re- 
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public, the acquit mn of we 1s 
honeit induftrious lab ur, in agricul 
ture, in man af ictures, In commerce, 
or in works which tend to prom 
3 3? e wnt ice hea laarne 

the if, in ti Dracuce C t the learne d 

rofefiions or il . ehino o3 (> £, } art 
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and fciences, fiould be countenan- 


seh eneart a a ere 
ce I and deemed p riety comuiicene 


j 


with republican } ‘incip! arte th: 
to acquire wealth by mere fpecul!atr- 
ons, as they are called, without la 


y exertion of the mir le or 
body, which can whilft employed in 
that extraordinary 
pofithle advanta 
ought to be difcountenanced, 
that as few temptations as poffible, 
fhonld be permitted to exiit in a re- 

public, to feduce citizens in- 
to idlenefs, avarice, feliithnets a 
pride. Another 
was, that if the circulat’ 

notes or a kind of paper 
to be authorifed by conzré fs. 


hour, or anye 


’ Cc ~ 
work, be of any 


ve to the republic, 





and 


its 


objection T had 
con of bank 
money was 


I faw 


no reafon why an emiffion of ap r 
money might not have been made to 
pay the domeftic de cbt, & which might 


have been diffufed throughout the 
States, to the comfort of the poor 
original creditor, inftead of being 
confined to a few cities and their 
neighbourhood, to the aggrandife- 
mentof the holders of bank ftock, 
bought too often by fpeculators on 
diftreffed foldiers. I know the 
jections to a paper currency are ma- 
ny, and weighty, but many of them 
apply to bank notes: and with this_ 
difference in favour of paper money, 
that its advantages or difadvantages 
are open to all; no preference is gi- 
ven by law to individiegls to make 
an higher intereft than their fellow 
citizens, as is given td thofe con- 
cerned inthe bank. Both kinds of 
paper tend to exclude fpecie from 
circulation, but bank notes lock up in 
the, bank vaft fums, although a finall 
part of what the notes 
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which are in circulation; whilft pa- 
per money locks up in the coffeis of 
mndividuals, fums of fpecie, which 
areaclear giin, impoling no decep- 
tion; the fums which their honeft 
induflry can procure ready for ufe 
in cafe of depreciation of the paper 
money; which however, if iffued on 
good fands would no more depreciate 
than bank notes. Added to thefe 
objeQions, Lt faw no propriety in 
borrowing two millions of dollars at 
5 percent, to fhare with the bank 
in its {peculations and impofitions, 
(fox all banks are impofitions) on our 
fellow citizens, whom it was our 
duty to puard againft fuch treatment 
—it appeared unbecoming the dig- 
nity of a government like that of 
jhe United Srates to join with fpe- 
culators in preying on the neceffities 
of the public creditors: I mean to 
join the bank in buying up the pub- 
lic debt. And to give 5 per cent 
for money to buy certificates of our 
creditors below their real value, to 
whom we had declared, after they 
had been promifed 6 per cent by the 
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former congrefs, we could afford to 
pay but 4 percent, looked too niuch 
like an unworthy individual taking 

advantage of his creditor’s unhappy 

circumftances. And unfortunately 
(from the very nature of a bank open 
to all who could fubfcribe, and within 
a certain time pay up their fhares) as 


members of congrefs might not only © 


own ftock therein, but become direc- 
tors of the bank, it was impoflible to 
prevent a fufpicion that fuch mem- 
bers, though conicientioufly voting 
for meafures calculated to reduce the 
national debt, that ig for applying 
the profits arifing from the bank 
{tock of the United States as a fink- 
ing fund and for increafing thefe 
profits, had their own individual in- 
tereft principally in view.—In fhort 
I wifhed that a fimple fyftem of fi- 
nance might be adopted, and as free 
as poffible from temptations to un- 
worthy actions, or toa line of con- 
du&t which might be fufpected to 
have proceeded from bafe or unwor- 
thy motives. 


(To be Continued. ) 
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FROM CALLENDER’s SKETCHES. 


Remarks on Mr. Alexander Hamilton’s explanation of bis correspondence 


with James Reynolds. 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 94.) 


ON this hypothefis we are to be- 
lieve that Mr. Hamilton, on the 
motive of threats from Reynolds, and 
of his being vifited in prifon by 
Mefirs. Muhlenberg, Monroe, and 
Venable, hafted his enlargement. 
This happened, on the evening of 
Wednefday, the 12th of December, 
1792. Theinterview between Mr. 
Hamilton and the members was on 
the evening of Saturday following. 
The correfpondence muft have Deen 


framed in the interval; anda day 
or a few hours were fufficient for 
that effect. 

In No. IV. Clingman, fays, that 
Reynolds, on the night of his libe- 
ration, fent a meffage to Mr. Ha- 
milton, and by defire waited on him 
on Thurfday morning. In No. V. 


he relates fome particulars, which, 
according to his account from Rey- 
nolds, paft at this interview. Cling- 


Wan; in a fofticript to No. V. lays, 
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that, as Mrs. Reynolds affured hii, 
the letters were fadricated by ber 
husband and Mr. Hamilton. ‘The 
latter, in this publication, takes no 
notice of the allegation by Cling- 
mau, that de, (Mr. Hamilton) saz 
Reynolds after bis enlargement. He 
ought, in conliftency to ‘have denied 
it. But he had already owned jhe 
faét to the three members. Mr. 
Hamilton, a rake, and Mr. Rey- 
nolds, a fwindler, alternately give 
each other the lie. “Ihe probability 
of untruth and fraud upon each fide 
is fo great, that it is impracticable 
to determine between them” 

Ix the appendix, No. XXXIII. 
we meet with aletterto Mr. Ha- 
milton, from Mefirs.s Muhlenberg 
and Monroe, dated 17th of July, 
1797, wherein they write thus: 
“ the explanation of the nature of 
“ your connection with Reynolds, 
“which you then gave, removed 
“ the fufpicions we had before en- 
“ tertained of your be ring connected 
** with him in {peculation.” ‘here 
is another from Mr. Venable to the 
fameefteQ. The ex-fecretary refts 
much upon this admiffion. But eve- 
ry other perfon is now equally well 
qualified with thele gentlemen to 

judge of the evidence; fo that this 
is nothing more than the opinion of 
thre e individuals. 

YET even their opinion is unfor- 
tunately mutilated. Mr. Hamilton 
has printed thirteen letters that palf- 
fed between himfelf and Mr. Mon- 
roe. From thefe it appears that 
Mr. Monroe ftill entertained confi- 
derable doubts. They were groun- 
ded on the information given by 
Clingman, which clofes No. V, and 
bears date the 2d of January, 1793. 


In one letter Mr. Monroe fays,— 


* In the bistory of 1796, it is said by mistake, that 
ceived a copy of the whole documents therein published. 
vations it comes out, that be never saw 
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“ whether the imputations arainft 


“ you as to fj veculation, are well or 
“+ i! founded, depends upon the fad 
“and cireumftances » which appease 
“ againft you upon your defence. If 
“ you thew that they are ill-founded 
“I fhall be contented.” Mr. Ha- 
milton, in a fucceeding letter, 
writes thus: “the refult in my mind 
“is, that you have been and are 
** actuated by motives towards me. 
“ malignant and dishonorable.”— 
The parties wrote on till they were 

at the point of ighting aduel. The 
fecond clafs of doubts excited in 
Mr. Monroe, by Clingman, as to 
the innocence of the ex-fecretary, 
did net take place till fome weeks 
after the three members had recciv- 
ed the explanation from Mr. He- 
milton. The one circumftance hap- 

pened on the 1sth of December, 
and the otheron the 2d of 
January thereafter. Now the ex- 
Culpeteryletiers from the three me m- 
bers refer to nothing fubfequent to 
the former date; and as the fufpici- 
ons of Mr. Monroe were revived ! “ey 
Clingman, it is natural to imag 
that thofe of Meffrs Muhlenberg 
and Venable were likewile excited. 
Whether this was the cafe, or 
appears of little confequence, un- 
lefs, becaufe it fhews the very flip- 
pery nature of the vindication de- 
rived from them. If this was 
the beft defence which they could 
give to Mr. Hamilton, he has bu: 
fcanty room for triumph. 

THE colonel dwells, with much 
complacency, on his own tranfcen- 
dant dignity of character. “ It is 
“ morally impoilible,” fays he, “ I 
“ fhould have been foolifh as well 
“ as depraved enough to employ fo 
“vile an inftrument as Reynolds 
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henifi cant ends as are 
ind cated by different parts of the 
“ ftory itfelf.”? OBSERVATIONS. 

illedeed 


Pe roe ‘Th 
fpeculation the extent of thirt 
Han 
pretends that he employed Reynolds 
as aconvenient hufband. This end 
was infinitely more infignificant than 
the other; fo that the inference in 
the above paflage evidently contra- 
dicts the faa. 

On p. 13, he fpeaks of “ the ge- 
“ neral improbability, that I fhould 
¢ put my felf upon paper with fo def- 
6c picable a pe rfon, on a fubject 
* which ac me ee toinfamy.” 
The improbability has actwally been 
fulfilled. 

“ As to the difappearance’of the 

parties after the liberation, how 

am |] anf erable for it? Ts it not 
prefumable, that the inftance dif- 
covered at the treafury was not 
the cnly offence of the hind of 
Savbich “they were guilty? After 
one detection, is it not very pro- 
bable that Reynolds fled to avoid 
detection in other cafes ?—Rey- 
nolds was coniiderably in debt. 
* What more natural for him than 
tofly from Mas creditors??? OnsEer- 
VATIONS, pe 350 “ Could it be ex- 
‘ pected that } fhould fo debate my- 
felfas to think it neceffary to my 
vindication to be confronted with 
‘a perfon fuchas Reynolds? Could 
‘ [have borne to fuffer my veracity 
to be expofed to the humiliating 
“ competition!” Ibid p. 36. This 
tone does not become Mr. Hamil- 
tone People of regular morals, 
think that the profligate, who de- 
bauches another man’s wife, cannot 
be degraded by confronting her huf- 
band. 

As to the difappearance of Rey- 
nolds, after his enlargement, Mr. 
TIamilton has not even offered to de- 
ny tl en him privately on 
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the fucceeding day at his own 
In No. V. of the decument 
owned to the three members of cot 
ts, “that i -had received a net 
“from Reynolds in the 
the time flated in Clingma 
“ per, and that he had lil 

6 morning foil 

This kk iewhat ni Y neriou Se 
The difmiffion of Reyne 
prifon, without trial, remains to 
find a decent apology; but, if it 
was prefumable that he had been 
guilty of other and fimile uv offer NCES, 
this highly ily ager: ivated the 
‘propriety of dite hanging him. 
tohis running aw r debt, the 
does not appear any seleticaber rea- 
fon for thinking that he fled on this 
account. Reynolds, in his torn 
etter to Clingman, vave.a more na- 
tural and fimple account of his in- 
tended difappearance. “ He has 
“ offered to furnifh me and N 
*€ Reynokls with money to carry us 
“off, Uf I will ga, he will lee that 
“ fhe has money to follow me.” The 
word de can refer only to Mr. Ha- 
milton, which is clear from the reft 
of the letter. He was writing in 
Sull confidence to Clingman, and 
could have no imaginable reafon to 
frame a fiction. 

Tue confronting of Reynolds 
with Hamilton,aiéfore the three 
members of corgrefs, would have 
been more fatisfactory to them than 
the production of any papers. Pe- 
fides, although our ex-fecretary pro- 
felfes fuch difdain of being placed 
in a rer of compariton with him, 
yet the inftinétive indignation of in- 
nocence, would have prompted moft 
people, to drag forward fo perfidi- 
ous an accufer; and, in prefence of 
the gentlemen, to have extorted a 
confeffion of his fraud. ‘The fame 
fhynefs of appealing to the original 
parties, appears in this pamphlet. 
Clingman and the lady have beem 
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narried. They refide now at Al- 
exandriae Reynolds himfelf lives, 
it is faid, in New-York. If the let- 
ters publifhed by Mr. Hamilton in 
the name of Maria are genuine, it 
would be very eafy to obtain her at- 
teftation of the fa&. <A juftice of 
peace, at Alexandria, could difpatch 
the bufinels in half an hour. She 
could be direGed to give a fample 
of her hand; and, by comparing this 
with the letters, it would be afcer- 
tained whether of not they really 
came from her pen. [But ‘amillus 
dares not to meet this teft. 

InstE Ap of fuch an obvious and 
decifive elucidation, Mr. Hamilton* 
brings forward Mary Williams, 
keeper of a boarding houfe in Phila- 
delphias This woman fwears, that 
fhe is well acquainted with the hand 
writing of Mrs. Reynelds, and that 
the is well satisfied of the letters be- 
ing genuine. She gives no particu- 
lars of her acquaintance with Mrs. 
Reynolds, except the declining to 
adinit of her asa lodger. 
is as lame a kind of evidence as can 
well be conceived. Why not ap- 
peal tothe lady herfelf, in place of 
fuch a circuitous method ? 

Turse letters from Mrs. Reyes 
nolds are badly fpelt and pointed. 
Capitals, alfo, occur even in the 
midit of words. But* waving fuch 
excrefcences, the ftile is pathetic 
and even elegant. It does not bear 
the marks of an illiterate .writer. 
The conftruction of the periods dif- 
agrees with this apparent incapacity 
of fpelling. The officer who can 
marthall a regiment, muft know 
how to level a mufket. <A few 
grofs blunders are interpferfed, and 
thefe could readily be devifed; but, 
when ftript of fuch a veil, the body 
ef the compofition is pure and cor- 
rect. In the literary world, fabri- 
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cations of this nature have been fre- 
quent. Our ex- fecretary admits that 
he has been in the habit of writing 
to this family ina frigned character. 
The tranfition was ealy to the writ- 
ing ina feigned ftile. Mrs. ey- 
nolds herfelf may have wrote thete 
epiftles from the dictating of the 
colonel; for * the variety of fhapes 
“ which this woman would affume 
“ was endlefst.” It is natural, then, 
to fulpect, that fhe really may have 
acted that part. But if the colonel 
is not afraid of her {pringing a leak 
in the bottom of his ta le, why docs 
hé avoid her teftimony, and try to 
divert our attention by the prattle of 
Mary Williams? 

But even admitting that the love 
letters and others were genuine, this 
does not take away the probability 
ofa fwindling connection between 
Reynolds aitd Hamilton. The way 
in which the colonel and Maria be- 
came acquainted refts on the fingle 
evidence of himfelf. Reynolds does 
not.appedr to have dropped to Cling- 
maneven a hint of incontinency. 
Mrs. Reynolds} told the three mem- 
bers of comgre{s that fhe had bura- 
ed aconfiderable number of letters 
from Mr. Hamilton to her hufband. 
The dread that her depofition may 
{tumble upon this fact, appears the 
only reafon why the colonel chufes 
to keep her out of the way. 

Hence, if the letters from Mrs. 
Reynolds are in her hand writing, 
this does not prove that they were 
the real effufions of a libidinous 
correfpondence. If that correfpon- 
dence had a being, it does not de- 
ftroy the poflibility of another, of 
a quite different fort, between the 
colonel and the hufband, Specula- 
tion in June may well confiit with 
adultery in December. The whole 
proof in this pamphlet refts upon an 
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Wufions “I ama rake, and for 
“6 that reafon J cannot be a fwindler. 
% } confel; that I flole a horfe; but, 
“if you fay that I ftole a cow, I 
“fcorn to be confronted with my 
“ accufers.”” This is an edifying 
atid convenient fpecies of logic. 
Both Reynolds and his lady affirm 
that there was a fpeculation, and 
until they undergo a thorough ex- 
amination, before fome proper au- 
thority, the doubt never can be res 
folved.. Under fuch circumftances, 
it was proper that Mr. Monroe 
hould fufpend his judgement. 
Mr. Hamilton fays,* that, during 
his difcuffion with the three members, 
he difcovered no fymptom different 
from that of a proud consciousness of 
fnunocence. What pride, what confci- 
ous innocence, any man could feel, 
im the midit of fuch an acknowledg- 
ment, the reader is left to judge. 
Tuus much for the main points 
in Mr. Hamilton’s piece. A few 
epifodes remain tobe handled. It 
now comes out that the improper 
communications from the treafury 
office to Reynolds and Clingman 
were made by Fraunces, a clerk 
therein. This man afterwards pre- 
fented a memorial to congrefs ar- 
raigning Mr. Hamilton. His charge 
was rejected as groundlefs. In a 
note, the ex-fecretary adds, “ would 
“it be believed, after all this, that 
“ Mr. Jefferfon, vice-prefident of 
“<¢he United States, would write 
“to this Fraunces friendly letters? 
“ Yet fuch is the fa&.” In the ap- 
pendix, we find thefe alarming epif- 
tles. Obferve now, to what a de- 
{titution of materials the enemies of 
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Thomas Jefferfon are reduced! The 
firft letter, dated June 27th, 1797, 
muit have been in anfwer to fome 
requeit for money. “ I fhall not 
* have one dollar to fpare,”’ fays the 
vice-prefident. Another, dated next 
day, refufes a certificate of charac- 
ters This is the wonderful friends 
fhip fo fhocking to the nerves of our 
fifeal Atlas! The letters are, in 
themfelves, entirely unimportant. 
They have no reference to any part 
of the ex-fecretary’s budget. In 
what way he got them, or for what 
reafon he printed them, is yet to be 
told. They cannot leffen, by the 
value of one cent, the reputation 
of our vice-prefident. If this cor- 
refpondence is one of the greatett 
faults in Mr. Jefferfon which hatred 
can difcover, and fury reveal, he 
enjoys the pureft character which 
has adorned hiftory. But fince 
Hamilton fpeaks of difreputable 
correfpondence, we may remind him 
of that which he fupported, for a 
twelvemonth, with Mr. Reynolds, 
and of his crouching under the me- 
naces of this precious agentt. If 
any thing, within one million of des 
grees of fuchdifgrace, can be fixed 
on Mr Jefferfon, pray let us hear 
it; for, in that lexicon of lies and 
calumnies, printed by our Portu- 
guefe ambaffador, Dr. Smith, hard- 
ly one article, granting it to be 
true, has the veltige of common 
fenfe. 

InstEAD of inveighing againft 
the republican party, as propagators 
of flander, Mr. Hamilton ought to 
thank them for a degree of forbear- 
ance and delicacy of which his 


+“ Mrs. Reynolds, more than ence, communicated to me, that Rey- 
molds would occasionally relapse into discontent at bis fituation: would 
“treat ber very ill, bint at the assassination of me, and more openly 
46 threaten, by way of revenge, to inform Mrs. Hamilton.” 
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friends have very feldom fet an ex- 
ample. Dur.ng the time of this 
connection, it was known to many 
members of congrefs. If any re- 
publican character had been the he- 
ro of the ftory, it would infallibly 
have been echoed from one end of 
the continent to the other. Yet 
that party, with much good nature, 
obferved profound filencee Mr. 
Jefferfon had received a copy of 
thefe documents. He never fhewed 
them, nor ever {poke of them, to 
any perfon. In fummer, 1797, when 
the vice-prefident heard of the in- 
tended publication, he advifed that 
the papers fhould be fuppreffed.— 
Benevolence could not go farther, 
but his interpolition came too late. 
Mr. Hamilton well knew that Mr. 
Jefferfon was matter of his fecret, 
and had kept it; and yet he took the 
opportunity of this pamphlet to at- 
tack his benefactor’s reputation. If 
the papers had been printed four 
years looner, the beft effects might 
have enfued to America, for the 
prefident would undoubtedly have 
difmiffed Camillus. 

QuiTTine thefe two letters from 
Jefferfon to Fraunces, we come to 
the offence for which Reynolds was 
nnprifoned, and the caufes for which 
he was difcharged. Mr. Wolcott* 
fays, that Reynolds and Clingman 
were profecuted for having suborned 
a person to commit perjury. After 
the profecution commenced, Cling- 
man confeffed that he and Reynolds 
had lifts of the names and fums due 
to certain creditors of the United 
States, and which had been obtain- 
ed from a clerk in the treafury, with 
a view to the forgery of warrants on 
it, inthe name of fuch creditors. 
As to the name of this clerk, Ha- 
milton, in No. V. intimated to the 
members that it was Duer. But 
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Wolcottt affirms, that Duer had no 
concern with it. Thus, the two 
gentlemen contradict each other, 
and on a point which muft have been 
equally well known to both. Mr. 
Wolcott explains the reafons for 
withdrawing the profeeution, which 
was, that the offenders gave up the 
lifts of creditors obtained from the 
treafury, and told the name of the 
unfaithful clerk. This he ca'ls “‘an 
‘“‘ important difcovery.”” As for de~ 
livering the lifts, thefe were only 
copies, and not original papers. It 
was quite eafy for the parties to 
keep other copies, and proceed to 
fabricate warrants; indeed they 
might withhold and conceal part of 
thefe very lifts which they had got 
from the treafury. 

Mr. Hamilton, {peaking of this 
difmiffion, fays, *¢ it was certainly 
‘- of more confequence to the pubs 
“lic to detect and expel from the 
* bofom of the treafury department, 
“an unfaithful clerk, to prevent fue 
“ ture and extenfive milchief, than 
“ to difgiace and punifh two worth- 
“ lefs individuals.”—OsBsERVATI« 
ONS, p- 34. But the ex-fecretary 
fhould have proved that the difmif- 
fion of the one was neceffary to 
wards the difcovery of the other; 
and this he has not done. The 
“ culprits were compelled to give 
“arealand substantial equivalent 
“ for the relief which they obtained 
“froma department over which I 
“ presided.” Ibid. The fubftanti. 
ality is verydoubtful. As for pre- 
siding, the comptroller is indepen- 
dent. Either Mrs Reynolds was 
the real and ultimate caufe of this 
difcharge, or it refulted from fome 
invifible machinery, which the mo- 
vers do not choofe to bring forward. 
It revolts again{t propriety, and the 
official judgment of Mr. Wolcott, 
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to fay, that he would difinifs two 
¢viminals for fo triflin: ra realon—— 
Clingman, of himfe If, “confeffed to 
Wolcott, the affair of the flolen 
iikks of names Raga the trealury. 
the certificate of the latter* 
nderfto Rood. that he tiade 
the  eiakedion. un olicited, and e- 
ven untuipected. But adds the comp- 
troller, * both Clingman and Rey- 
* nolds obitinately refufed, for fone 
* time, to deliver up the lifts, or to 
“aifclofe the name of the perfon 
* throu, h whofe infidelity they had 
“been obtained.” All this mutt 
clearly be a fham. ‘The culprits 
were under pretecution for another 
crime, the fubornation of perju- 
ty. Their defpair is evident, from 
the voluntary confeflion of Cling- 
nan. The delivery of the lifls, and 
the difelofure of the name of their 
affociate, were matters of courfe. 
The comptroller had only to proceed 
with his fuit, and could, at any pe- 
riod, have enfured the prom wulgati- 
on of every fecret which they had. 
When a public officer, tike Mr. 
Wolcott, conjeres up an abfurd ex- 
cufe for having deferted his duty, 
thole who pay his s falary havea right 
to criticife hime Mr. Wolcott difs 
miffed, withimpunity, two offend- 
ers that, as he fays, he might reach 
Fraunces, a clerk in the treafury. 
Had the comptroller been a boy or 
a fool, realon might have fmiled at 
his frivolity of triumph, But fince 
he is a man of long experience in 
bufinefs, and tree frown the fallies of 
a florid imagination, it is juft to in- 
fer that fomething deeper than va- 
nity lies at the bottom of the pool. 
OTHER pafiazes in this pamphlet 
might admit of remark, but the a- 
bove appears to be a fufficient {pe- 
cimen. The arguments and the tef- 
timony produced by our ex-fecreta- 
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ry até alike unfatisfatory. He lays 
much wei ight Upon the purity and 
elevation of h's perfonal charaéter. 
Hs own performance explodes tte 


_ He triumphs in an exculpation from 


the three members of congrefs.—- 
Yet, as to Meilrs. Monroe and 
Mublenberg, his auxiliary writers 
conflantly reprefent them as traitors 
to their country. According to 
Mr. Hamilton's own defefi iption of 
Jacobins, thev muft be the vileft of 
mankind; and their attcftation can 
deferve no credit whatever; but yet 
it fills him with pride. An impar- 
tial byfander might addrefs him 
thus. 

“Ir Muhlenberg, and his two 
“¢ friends, are the fire-brands of face 
* tion, which you reprefeft them to 
* be, then it was unworthy of your 
* innocence to afk a vindication 
from them. The oak dees not 
lean upon the bramble; nor 
ftrength court the protection of 
weaknefs. But fince you have 
appealed to thefe gentlemen, in 
defence of your charaéter, you 
betray an evident confcioufnefs 
that they have a charaer to lofe. 
‘ This earneft recourfe to their ho- 
nour difcovers that you difbelieve 
your own general portrait of Ja- 
cobins ; and the peculiar reproaches 
that your feribblers have poured 
“ on Meffrs. Muble nberg and Mons 
roe. A veftal does not prop her 
purity by the evidence of a bawd; 
nor a Sully wafh his hands while 
Cartouche holds the bafon. You 
arraign thefe men as calumniators; 
and, on the fame page, you refer 


“ 
“ 
be 
“cc 
““ 
‘+4 
be 


- 


¢ 


a 


“ 


-_ 7 fF & 
Pn ee ee 


“to their veracity in defence of 
“yours. This is a contrad Gion. 
(<4 


You placed yourfelf in a delicate 
fituation. Ifthey had refufed, as 
“they well might have done, to 
“take notice of your application, 
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“ vour fame was, by your ovn ar- 
“rneg:nent, n adangerous wav. 
“ The confidence that you repofed 
“ inthem, and the alacrity which, 
“in fpite of all provocations, they 
“have manifefted to ferve you, re- 
‘* fute your clamours againft them. 
‘| The firft ftep in fupport of your 
“fame, fixes you in detected ca- 
 lumny. 

“ You give an infufiicient reafon, 
“for the releafe of Reynolds from 
“jail, You received ‘a vilit from 
“‘ him before funritie on the enfuing 
“morning. He then dilappeared ; 
“and when the three gentlemen 
* waited on you refpectine his accu- 
“fations, you tell a long hiltory of 
“ an intrigue, aud produce a bun- 
“ dle of letters concerning ite— 
‘¢ That they are the real hand writ- 
“ing of the parties we have no 
“ proof but your word, and a depo- 
“ fition from the miftrefs of a board- 
“‘inz-houfe. On the contrary, 
* Reynolds never fpoke to Cling- 
«¢ man of any thing but fpeculation, 
“ His wife adds her fufpicion; and 
“ affirms, that the love epiftles, and 
“ receipts for money, are a fabrica- 
on by her hufband and yous The 
® whole collection would not have 
** required above an evening to write 
“them. At the diftance of four 
“years and an half, and when 
s warned and challenged to produce 
“the parties themfelves, you {till 
§ avoid a pertonal reference. You 
“‘ fpeak as if it was impoflible to in. 
“vent a few letters. Yet, upon 
* this very bufinefs, you wrote in a 
“ feigned hand. And what is your 
 molehill appendix, all together, to 
“ the gigantic fabrications of Pfal- 
® manazar and of Chatterton? Send 
“ for the lady, or pay her a vifit. 
“ Take her before a magiftrate, and 
“let us hear what fhe has to fay. 
“ Your avoiding a public meeting 
“ with her, holds out a ftrong pre- 
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¢ fumption of her innocence. Try 
“all>, to find out Reynolds. Ne- 
“ ver »ctend that you {corn toc n- 
6 front.accuferse The world will 
“ belicve that you dare not.” 

Tothis addrefs the ex-fecre 
would be puzzied to make a found 
aniwer. Some of his iriends. are 
leis fore than he is on the fubiet 
of f{peculation. In fpring, 1794, 
commodore Gillon, replying, in con- 
grefs, to Dre William Smith, faid, 
“ what mikes the gentleman angry? 
“ Did I fpeak a word of pilot boats?” 
The doctor pocketed this hint, 
which was equally well underftood 
by every man in the houfe. Te 
Smith has always been among the 
foremoft in the battles of the ex- 
ecretary; and no fac is better be- 
lieved, than that many others of 
the federal members did fpeculate 
in certificates to the amount of mil- 
lions. Of this party, Mr. Hamil- 
ton was the centre and the foul. He 
not. merely planned, but dictate 
their meafures; a circumftance efta- 
blifhed by the uniform correfpon- 
dence between his reports. and the 
ftatute book of the firft and fecond 
congrefs. Now if he really did not 
touch a cent of their earnings, flill 
he muft own that he kept forry com- 
pany. If Mr. Hamilton fhook 
from about his ears the galden fhow- 
er, and trampled under foot th 
wages of {peculation, he can be 
nothing lefs than a fecond Abdiel. 

“ OF all the vile attempts which 
“ have been made to injure my cha- 
“ racer,” fays Mr. Hamilton,— 
“‘ that which has been lately revived 
“in No. V. and VI. of the hiftory 
“ of the United States, for 1796, 
“is the most vile—A juft pride, 
“ with reluctance ftoops to a formal 
“ vindication againfl fo defpicable 
“ acontrivance, and is inclined ra- 
“ther to oppole to it the uniform 
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“ Tuts would be my concu& on 
“ the prefent occa’on, did not the 
“ tale derive fome fanction from the 
“names of three men of tome 
“weight and confequence.” Os- 
SERVATIONS, Ps 9- 

As for the vilenefs of the aitempt 
&c. it is as fair as any thing 
canbe. In committing the docu- 
ments to prels, the publifher exer- 
cifed a right and a duty. It did 
not appear, from any thing on the 
face of thefe papers, that the three 
gentlemen were fatisfied with Mr. 
Hamilton’s explanation. And he 
knew that they were not unanimous 
in the acquittal. The enquiry was 


CONSTITUTION 


a public concern, and the public 
were entitled to judge jor t.em- 
felves. 

Witn reg rd to unifor: th 
rightness of character, there is no 
man in America, whofe good name 
has encountered fuch violent oppo- 
fition as that of Mr. Hamilton. If 
he is to anfwer every charge againft 
him, that has been made on refpec- 
table authority, this piece does not 
complete the tafk. 
his hittory of the weftern infurrec- 
tion, has urged many accufations, 
as bad as that of jobbing in certifi- 
cates. Mr. Hamilton has not at- 
tempted to deny any part of thems 
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CONSTITUTION OF CONNECTICUT. 
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CONNECTICUT is divided in- 
to fix counties, and each county is 
divided into a number of towns. 
Each town has a right to fend two 
reprefentatives to the general court 
or aflembly. The general court 
confifts of two branches, called the 
upper houfe and lower houfe. The 
upper houfe is compofed of the go- 
vernor, deputy-governor, and twelve 
affiftants or counfellors; and the 
lower houfe, of the reprefenta- 
tives of the feveral towns. This 
court has the fole power to make 
and repeal laws, grant levies, dif- 
pofe of lands belonging to the ftate, 
to particular towns and perfons; to 
ere&t and ftile judicatories and offi- 
cers, as they fhall fee neceffary, for 
the good government of the people; 
alfo to call to account any court, 
magiftrate, or other officer, for any 
mifdemeanor and mal-adminiftrati- 
on; and for juft caufe, may fine, 
difplace, or remove them, or deal 
otherwife, as the nature of the cafe 


fhall require; and deal or a& in an? 
other matter, that concerns the 
good of the ftate, except the elec- 
tion of governor, deputy-governor, 
affiftants, Treafurer, and Secretary, 
which fhall be done by the freemen, 
at the yearly court of eleétion, 
unlefs there be any vacancy, by rea- 
fon of death or otherwife, after 
the election, which may be filled up 
by the general court. This court 
has power alfo, for reafons fatisfac- 
ory to them, to grant fufpenfion, 
releafe, and jail delivery upon re- 
prieve, in capital and criminal 
cafes. The general court has two 
ftated feffions annually, on the 
fecond Thurfdays of May and Oc- 
tober. 

The governor, or in his abfence 
the deputy-governor, may call the 
affembly, on fpecial emergencies, 
to meet at any other time. The 
governor, deputy-governor, aflift- 
ants, and fecretary, are annually 
eledted, on the fecond Thurfday ia 


Mr. Findley, in. 
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fay, The reprefentatives are new- 


ly chofen for each ftated fedflion. 
The judges and juftices are annually 
appointed by the general court; the 
fame perfons are commonly re-ap- 
pointed, from time to time, during 
their capacity to ferve, unlefs guil- 
ty of mifbehaviour. The theriffs are 
eppointed by the governor and coun- 
cil, without limitation of time; but 
may be fuperteded, by the authority 
that appoints them. The governor, 
for the time being, is captain gene- 
ral of the militia; the deputy-gover- 
nor, lieutenant-general; the other 
general officers, and the field off- 
cers, are appointed bv the general 
court, and commifficned by the go- 
vernore The captains and fubal- 
erns are chofen by the vote of the 
company and houfeholders, living 
within the limits of the company ; 
the perfons, fo chofen, muft be ay- 
proved of by the general court, and 
commiffioned by the governor, be- 
fore they have power to execute 
the'r offices. All the military offi- 
cers hold their offices during the 
pleafure of the aflembly; nor can 
they refign their commiflions, with- 
out leave of the captain-general, 
under penalty of doing duty in the 
ranks as private foldiers. The mode 
of eleGing the governor, deputy- 
governor, affiftants, treafurer, and 
fecretary, is that the freemen, in 
the feveral towns, meet on the mon- 
day next after the firft Tuefday in 
April, annually (being the day ap- 
pointed by law, for that purpofe, 
and choofing reprefentatives,) and 
give in there votes for the perfon 
they choofe for faid offices refpea- 
tively, with their names written 
ena piece of paper, which votes are 
received and fealed up by a confta- 
ble, in the freemen’s meeting—the 
votes for each of faid offices, in a 
different paper—writing on the out- 
fide the name of the town, and the 





office, for which the votes are give 
enin it; which are fent by the re- 
prefentatives, to the general court, 
to be held on the fecond Thurfday 
in May next enfuing,at which time, 
after the houfe of reprefentatives 
have chofen a {peaker and clerk, a 
committee is chofen of members of 
hoth houfes, to fort and count the 
votes, and declare the n=-mes of the 
perfons chofen to faid offices. Any 
freeman, qualified to vote for re- 
prefentatives, &c. mav he elected 
to any office in the government. In 
choofing affiftants, twenty perfons 
are nominated by the votes of the 
freemen, given in at their meeting 
for choofing reprefertatives in Sep- 
tember annually, and fealed up and 
fent to the general court, in Ofto- 
ber then next; which are counted 
by acommittee of both houfes, and 
the twenty perfons, who have the 
ereatefl number of votes, ftand in 
nomination, out of which number 
twelve are to be cholen afiifants, 
hy the freemen, the next April, in 
manner before defcribed. 

THE qualifications, requifite to 
entitle a perfon to vote in elections 
of the officers of government, are, 
maturity in years, quiet and peace- 
ably behaviour, a civil conve Any 
on, and forty fhivlings freehold, o 
forty pounds perfonal eftate; if he 
feletinen of the town certify a a pers 
fon qualited in thofe r refpeas, he is 
admitted 2 freeman, on his taking 
an oath of fidelity to the ftate. 

THE names of all, that are thus 
admitted, are enrolled in the town- 
clerk's office, & they continue free- 
men during life, uniefs disfranchifed 
by afentence of the fuperior court, 
onconviction of a mifdemeanor. 

THE governor, or, in his abfence, 
the deputy governor, in the upper 
houfe—and the fpeaker, in the low- 
er houtle of affembly—have a caift- 
ing voice, when the members of the 
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refpeiive houfes, including the 
governor and fpeaker, are equally 
divided in opinion on atiy queftion. 


Turre is, in this fate, a fu pe- 
rior court, confitliny of one chief 


judge and four other judges, who 
have authoritv in all criminal cafes, 
extending to Ife, limb. and banifh- 
ment, and to hear and determine 
ali civil a@ions, brought by appeal 
from the county Courts, or on writs 
of error. This court alfo has au- 
thority in all matters of divorce. 
There are two ftated feffions of the 
fuperior court, in each county an- 
nually. 

Turre are alfo county courts 
held in the feveral counties, confilt- 
ing of one judge and four juftices 
of the quorum, who have jurifd.c- 


tion in all criminal cafes, arifing 
within their refpe@ive counties, 


where the punifhment does not ex- 
tend to Ife, limb, or banifhment. 
Tire county courts alfo have origi- 
nal jurifdidtion, in all civil actions, 
wherein the demand exceeds forty 
fhill ngs. 

Tue fupericr and county courts 
try matters of fact, by a jury, ac- 
cording to the courfe of the com- 
mon law. 

Justices of the genes have au- 
thority to hear and determine civil 
actions, where the demand does not 
exceed forty fhillings. They alfo 
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have authority, in fome cafes of @ 
criminal nature, punwheble by fine 
not exceeding forty fhillings, or 
whipping not exce eding ten flripes, 
or fitt.ng in 1 th e flocks 

Tuts ftate is alfo divided into a 
number of probate diftri€s, lefs 
than counties; in each of which, 
is appointed a judge, for the pro- 
bate of wills, granting adminiftra- 
tion on inteflate efiates, appointing 
guardians for minors, ordering dif. 
tribution of inteftate eflates, &c. 
An appeal lies, from any decree of 
this court, to the fuperior ccurt. 

THE fuperi or, county, and pro- 
bate courts, appoint their refpedlive 
clerks. 

Tue general court has, till very 
lately, been the only court of chan 
cery inthis flate. But by a late 
law, the ceunty courts determine 
matters of equity, from five pounds 
to two hundred pounds value; the 
fuperior court from two hundred to 
eight hundred pounds value; and 
the general affembly, all cafes ex- 
ceeding the laft mentioned fum. 

ALL attornies at law are admitted 
and {worn by the county courts: 
there is no attorney general, but 
there ufed to be one king’s attor- 
ney in each county; but fince the 
king has abdicated the government, 


they are now att ornies to the gover- 


nor and company. 
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NATIONAL MINT. 
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[From Callender’s American Annual Register, for 1796.) 


—=~—— 


(Concluded from page 100.) 


THE report fays, that ‘ the 
remaining clerk counts the “4 coin 


issued from the mint.”*. The depth 


of his calculations will not put 
him in danger of a head ache. 
There was a great deal more tol¢ 
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about the duties and exertions of 
thefe clerks, and the ovtficers of 
the mint, but no labyrinth of words 
could hide the abfurdity of pay- 
ing fourteen thoufand dollars, be- 
fides the price of copper, for the 
coining of feventhoufand. As to 
the new additional fourth clerk, 
this report gives no reafon for em- 
ploying him, and indeed the com- 
mittee had found fufficient exer- 
cife for their ingenuity, in eking 
out fomething to do for his three 
elder brethren. In faét their re- 
port implies that he was ufelefs, 
for they fay, p. 12, that ** the ac- 
* counts of the mint appear to be 
“ faily checkedagainft every avenue 
* ofdeception.” In the bill of ap- 
propriation for 1795, this addition- 
al finecure pafled without objec- 
tion. In this way public money 
goes, while the nation can hardly 
pay the intereft of its debts, and 
while hundreds of the brave men 
who fold their certificates for a 
fhilling per pound, are annually 
heaping the table of congrefs with 
waite-paper petitions. No blame 
can or ought to be attached to the 
gentlemen accepting thefe dona- 
tions. To look behind every defk 
for an Ariftides, or a Sully, is to 
demand from human nature what 
neither experience nor candor en- 
title us to expe’. When calh is 
to be caft away, every byftander 
has an equal title to pick it up. 

Tur committee alfo gave in a 
ftatement of the whole expences 
of the mint up to the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1794. 

Dolis. Cts, 

Lands purchafed, 4,266 66 
Buildings, apparatus, 

machines, &c. 
Purchafe of copper, 
Salaries to officers, 


22.720 45 
15,815 51 
15,591 99 
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Dolls. Ctss 
58,394, 62 
15,815, 51 


42,579, 10 





Deduct the copper, 





Dollars, 


Tnuvus the wages and expences 
of the mint had coft, at that peri- 
od, forty two thoufand five hun- 
dred & feventy-nine dollars. At the 
fame time, the country was fully 
fupplied with excellent Spanilh 
filver coin, and as for cents, Mr. 
Boudinot affirms, that they could 
have been had in New-Jerfey, at 
one fortieth part of the expence 
incurred by the mint of Philadel. 
phias The committee farther me. 
nace us with the neceflity for a 
refiner and melter. ‘This battalion 
of penfioners afford one, among 
many good reafons, why the pub- 
lic, in fea-port towns, have beea 
paying a fhilling per dozen for 
onions half rotten, and halfa crowa 
for a couple of chickens, that a 
hungry cat would pick to the 
bones, without rifk of a furfeit. 
Thus affayers and coiners get each 
of them fifteen hundred dollars for 
an employment which cannot ma- 
terially interrupt their other buf. 
nefs; if they have any. At the 
fame time, perfons of real ufe are 
but reafonably rewarded. When 
a reprefentative to congrefs comes 
eight hundred or a thoufand miles 
from Georgia or Kentucky, to re- 
fide tor fix months in Philadelphia, 
an exile from his family and his 
private affairs, he receives but a 
thoufand and eighty dollars for 
the expenditure of his time ; and 
commonly does not fave any part 
of the money. Many lawyers fa- 
crifice large fums annually, by hold- 
ing feats in congrefs. A member 
cannot, like a Britith leviflatur, 
afford to kifs the wives of his elet- 
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ors with guineas in bis moutb.* 
On the 27th of January, 1795, a 
motion was made in the houfe of re- 
prefentatives for a general reduc- 
tion of falaries. On this occation, 
Mr. Boudtnot ftated that he had 
been originally oppoled to the fix 
dollars a day to secede: but after 
{pending three feflions at New- 
York, he found on cafting up ac- 
counts, that he had either gained 
or loft, tor he forgot which, the 
fum of forty-three fuillings and 
four pence. Mr. Muhlenberg, 
while {peaker to congrefs in that 
city, fultained during one ietiion 
a confiderable deficit. Moft clerks 
in public offices have a difliculty 
in making the two ends of the vear 
meet; and extra afliftance is often 
granted to thei by the legifllature. 
Within the thort fpace of fifteen 
months, Mr. Jefferfon, Mr. Ha- 
milton, and Mr. Knox, fucceflive- 
ly gave up their places, as fecreta- 
ries of flate, of the treafury, and 
of war; and each of them aflign- 
ed as one reafon the narrownels of 
his faiary. While effective ofhcers 
of tlic union have thus their faces 
held to the grindftone of cecvono- 
my,it is unaccountable to be fup- 
porting fuch charges at the mint. 
From this long digrefiion, we now 
return to the motion of Mr. Wil- 
liams, on the 19th of January, 
1796, for firiking out the grofs 
fum appropriated to mint officers. 

Tue fpeaker thought the refo- 
lution too extenlive. He would vote 
to firike out the ten thoufand dol- 
Jars for the purchafe of new cop- 
per. Mr. Williams agreed to re- 
ftrict his refolution. He mention. 
ed that the cents are iffued from 
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the mint at a cheaper rate than 
the price of the copper itfeli ; { 
that if a perfon chutes to melt 
down a pound weight of cents into 
alumpof copper, and takes this hump 
back again to the mint, he will re~ 
ceive more money for it than it was 
worth in cents. Thus the whole 
expence of workmanthip is caft 
away. The refolution as amended 
was Carried in the committee, and 
reported to the heufes Mr. Liv- 
ingiton then moved, that the whole 
appropriation for the mint fhould 
be ftruck out. A member expre(f- 
ed his hope that the refolution 
would prevail. He had occafion 
to go to this mint on bulinefs for 
a bank which he named, in the 
ftate of Maryland, and had feen 
the way in which bafinels was 
managed. ‘The inititution, he faid, 
was a bad one, and badly conduct- 
ed. It has been most scandalouslp 
carried on; and with very little 
advantage to the public. If not 
to be better managed in future 
than it has been, it ought to be 
thrown afide. The debate was con- 
tinued next day; Mr. Livingfton 
having excepted from his refolution 
the falaries to the officers of the 
mint. His motion was loft, ayes 
40, noes 45. The amendment for 
ftriking out the ten thoufand dol- 
lars for copper, which had been 
pailed in a committee of the houfe, 
was loft, ayes 34, noes 44. ‘Thus 
the mint efcaped, after numerous 
reflections of the fevereft kind. 
The gold and filver coinage had 
now begun. Mr. Williams read 
a ftatement by which it appeared 
that the total iffues of the mint 
from its cftabliihment up te that 
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* Vid. Burgh’s Political Difquifitiony 


















time, was four hundred and fifty- 
three chouiand, five hundred and 
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fixty-one thoufand, five hundred 
and thirty-twodollars, b ng more 
than thirteen per cent. for coinage. 
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Copy of a Lesser fren a k esa an in Richmond to bis friend in Gooch« 


dand Count) Ve 


> 
t : forty-one dollars, and its expence 
) e 
i 
4 FOR THE } 
li 
aaa Richmond, Sept 11, 1799. 
iz St pr, 
ie Havine a lcifure moment, I 


have thouzht it my auty to give 
you, in as few words potlible, 
a comprehentive and = impartial 
fketch of the preteat itate of Ame- 
rican politics. 

! seein with the ftanding ar- 
my. It is not io senerally known 
as it ousht to be, that, on the 
weftern frontier of Tenneffee, and 





‘, Georgia, the behavior of this body 
rq of men has, for years pall, been 
£ d if A bal ae — 

a readful. A wmubdlication is now 
af in the prefs at Richmond, in which 
fe this fubject will be explained at 


fome length. 

On the more confoicuous thea- 
tre of the Atlantic coatt, the fame 
troops have been diftinguifhed by 





independent newfpapers, fuch as 
the Reading Eagle, the Philadel- 
pia Aurora, and the Baltimore 
American. A clergyman had been 
caft into the jail of Litchfield, in 
Connecticut, for a debt due to Oli- 
ver Wolcott. The real crime of 
the parfon was, his having wrote 
paragraphs forthe Aurora. A par- 
ty of foldiers went into the jail, 
and were narrowly prevented from 
tarring and feathering him. Se 
great a multitude of brutalities 
hive been acted by the new levies, 
that even an abridgement of them 
woull require feveral theets of pa- 


i ae 





heir attacks upon the erinters of 


per. The troops at Richmond form 
an honorable exception to this cena 
SUP Ce 

Yur late march of a federal are 
my into Northampton, in Penn. 
{ylvania, was merely cafting moun- 
tains upon a wart. A trifling dif 
turbance afforded an excellent pres 
teuce for embodying the troops, for 
accultoming the country to the 
horrors of a aneeny government, 
~" wafting public money, and for 

giving birth toa multitude of jem 
P: ‘ifoners were loaded with hand- 
cuffs that weighed seventeen pounds, 
and that rubbed the flefh olf their 
wrilts. Schneider, the printer, was 
P iblicly whipt at the market-place 
in Readine, and the foldiers who 

committed this outrage, have juft 
now been fined in ten dollars 2 
piece, for whipping him. So much 
for the ftanding army. 

What regard to the navy, the 
expence of this eftablilhment will 
foon require more money than 
all which is now raifed in the Uni- 
ted States. The Britifh navy re. 
guires, for the prefent year, befides 
the expence of building veffels, 
about fourteen millions sterling, 
and yet the commerce of that cou'i+ 
try is not half protected. With 
what face, then, can we expect 
that ten or twenty American fhips 
of war are to protect ourcommerce ; 
when more than fix hundred fhips 
caanot protect theirs? You might 


aoe ee 

































BS 


res" 
- 


te ay a 4 oo 
it ee 





as well propofe to cover the fky 
with a handkerchief. Eternal ad- 
ditions to the navy will therefore 
be wanted. 

As for France, you wHl fee, by 
an extra Examiner of laft Friday, 
that the French direGiory, more 
than thirteen months ago, indeed I 
might fay more than sixteen months 
ago, made the moft candid, and 
almoft fubmiilive offers for a re- 
conciliation, firlt to Gerry, and 
fince to Murray. At the time when 
they did fo, they were conquerors. 
They have now received a check 
that will make them if poffible, 
more anxious for peace than they 
were even at that time. As to an 
invafion from France, it is juft 
fuch a ftory as Mahomet’s journey 
to the moon, too ridiculous for any 
argument it. What then is the 
ufe for cafting away five, ten, or 
twenty millions of dollars a year, 
for a ftanding army,. pretendedly 
to resist a French invasion? This 
is a pretty reafon for numbering 
your windows and your flaves ! Is 
it not citizens? 

Ir appears very odd that there 
fhould be fo much money funk up- 
on a ftanding army, wlien we have 
a militias In the latter eftablifh- 
ment men of character and pro- 
perty will enlift themfelves. But 
whenever aman goes into the rank 
and file of a ftanding army, it is 
always ten to-one that he is good 
for nothing elfe, that he is a nox- 
ious reptile crawling at the bot- 
tom, nay in the very mud and 
flime of fociety. What. man of 


any reputation would pledge him- 
felf to fhoot his fellow creatures, 
nay his fellow citizens, for five 
dol!ars per month; unlefs he was 
compelled by fome infringement of 
the rights of man, or by fome very 
wmpreflive circumftances ¢ 
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THE principal ufe of a ftanding 
army feems to be that it is a kind 
of moveable correction —houfe, 
which, wherever it goes, licks up, 
into the rank and file, the chaff 
and {weepings of the human fpe- 
cies. Ten of this illuftrious body 
were lately advertifed in one of 
the eaftern newfpapers, as having 
deferted, and ten dollars per head 
were promiled for catching them. 

As for the cafe of Jonathan 
Robbins, on which I had defigned 
to fay fomething, the topic has al- 
ready been very much exhaufted 
in the newfpapers. As far as I can 
learn, there is not fearcely fuch a 
thing as a diffentient voice from 
the general reprobation of judge 
Bee. 

Our annual expences exceed 
our income. Our loans are nego~ 
ciated at an enormous intereft. Our 
commerce is plundered, almoft eve- 
ry where, by the Britifh, in fpite 
of Jay’s treaty, and of the new 
navy. France withes for peace, 
and in order to promote it, we have 
made an alliance with Touffaint, 
a rebel negro, who is in arms 
againft her ;—and after fixteen 
months of invitation, we have not 
yet fent ambaffadors to Paris. 

Compare the bold pretenfions 
that America made during the re- 
volution to fuperior fentiments of 
freedom, compare this, I fay, with 
the fedition acd. You may then 
compare the boasted hospitality of 
our shores, with the ftatute againft 
aliens, and judge for yourfelves 
whether there has not been a de- 
plorable falling off. The fhort re- 
medy for all thefe evils is to be 
found in a recurrence to the genu- 
irz principles of the federal con- 
ftitution, by a new cenfus of the 
people. The country will then be 
equally reprefented, whereas at 





































~pefent we are precifely upon the 


road to the rotten borough fy{tem 
of England. Within the laft ten 
years, moft of the ftates have ac- 
quired one third of additional po- 
pulation ; and all thefe new citi. 
zens are deprived of a reprefenta- 
tion. J¥ the ftates were all fairly 
reprefented in congrefs, as fome 
of them are, we flould in place of 
an hwndred and fix members in 
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congrefs, have at leaft an hundred 
and forty. A very large majority 
of thefe would be on the republi- 
can fide of the queftion. 

Excuse me for addreffing you 
with thefe loofe and hafty hints. 
They will perhaps be found to con- 
tain fome ideas that deferve attcn- 
tive notice. 

I am, fir, 
Your moft obedient fervant. 
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In my first Number, I mentioned a manuscript volume, written by the 


author of the Political Progress of Britain; and I gave, as a speci- 


men of the work, an account of the condemnation and sale of the 


Schooner Fair Play. 


nall 


1. 


The atténtion and indignation which that nar- 


rative bas excited, were my reasons for making, by the author's 


mas —_— 
permission, @ second extract from the same work, whith bas now 


been advertised for publication by subscription, price one dollar. 


] /] 


From the following specimen, the reader will be able, in some 


measure, to form a judgement of its value] 
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FXTRACT FROM 
THE PROSPECT BEFORE US; 


A NEW POLITICAL WORK, NOW READY FOR THE PRESS. 


——_- 


An answer to the late counter address from the minority of the House 


of Delegat« £ 


ON January 4th, 1799, the 
houle of delegates of Virginia, by 
an hundred and three votes againit 
fifty eight, agreed to certain refo- 
lutions, wherein they condemn a 
{tanding army as unneceflary.— 
Thefe refolutions pafled through 
the fenate by eleven votes againft 
five. The affembly likewife framed 
an addrefs to their conftituents. 
They caufed it to be publithed at 


of Vi “CiNide 


the expence of the ftate. This pa- 
per contains a comprehenfive cen- 
fure of the federal 


Several delegates who had voted 


gvoverninent. 
for the refolutions ‘acainft a ftand- 
ing army, oppofed this meafure of 
an addrefs to the people, as unpre. 
cedeuted and improper. Hence, 
it was only carried in their hounfe, 
by eighty votes againft fifty eight. 
Of the dfenate, eleven veted fer, 
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and five againft it. Thefe latter 
proceedings of the affembly deferve 
a more particular explanation. 

A motion had been previoufly 
made in the houle of delegates for 
deferring the further confideration 
of this addrets to the people, until 
the 16th of March follewine. 
This delay would have amounted 
to a poftponement for that feilion. 
The motion had almoft fucceeded ; 
for it was re pte d only by feventy 
nine votesavaintt fixty two. 

Tne minority then produced a 
counter They propoted 
that it fhould be pub lifhed at the 
expence of the late, along with 
the addrefs of the majority. Their 
motion was rejected by ninety two 
votes againft forty two. The great- 
nefs of this majority dees not re- 
fle much folendor on the judg- 
ment or confiftency of fome oi its 
members. Sixty two delegate: 
had juft before voted fora del yy 
that would have extinguifhed the 
addrefs itfelf, But if they were 
thus difpofed to put an entire end 
to it, they certainly had little con- 
fidence in its contents. They 
muft have regarded this addrefs to 
the people, asa performance of ve- 
ry queftionable merit. On that ac- 
count, the minority of fixty two 
fhould have unanimoufly voted for 
the publication of the counter ad- 
drefs, as a kind of antidote to 
what they confidered as the dan- 
gerous doétrines of the addrefs it- 
felf. Inftead of this, only forty 
two voted for the joint publication 
of the two papers. This refembles 
an inconfiftency in thofe members 
who deferted the minority. You 


aGCTE1IS. 
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firft vote that a paper is dancerous 
and ought not to be publithed ; 
and then you declare that, fince 
the poilun must be d:fributed, it 
fhall eo into the world without the 

antidcte 
As an excufe for the fugitives 
ena the minority, it may be al- 
that although they d:ap- 
proved oi the addreis, yet they 
counter addrels in ten- 


held the 
fuid reprobation ; that they regard. 


4 
‘ 
} 
‘ 


lea, CC, 


ed the antidote as wore danger 
ous than the poifon; that they 
chofe rather to fee the ccntagron 
¢f dilcontentment Iprcad than to 


check at by fe detpe sate a remedy. 

"bus vinarcation van:fhes tiem 
before us. The third quefiien be- 
Wig put in the heuie ct de legates, 
the addrefs vn peflec, as above 
ftated. by eighty votes againft fife 
tv cy ht; the latter number 
immediately ftubferibed and pub- 
liflied che counter addrefs ina hand- 
b'il,* and inthe newfpapers. Now, 
if it was proper to circulate the 
counter addrefs by itfelf, it was 
undoubtedly as defenfible to print 
it along with the addrefs to which 
it was to be oppofed ; vet of thefe 
two motions, which both refied 
on the very same principle, fifty 
eight members voted for the one, 
and only forty two for the other. 
All thefe votes were taken, and 
the addrefs was agreed to by the 
delegates, upon January 22d, 
1799. ‘The fenate paffedit on the 
following day. 

Tue refufal of the majority to 
publith the counter addrefs, provo- 
ked, of courfe, the {pirit ef con 
tradiction. The piece was circus 


ana 


———axt * GD : te 
NOTE. 
* In the firft fet of hand-bills, this paper, with a view to impofe upe 
om the public, bore the following usurped title, * The Addrefs of the 


‘‘ General Affembly,” &c. 

















jated with that chearful and vigor. 
ous indufiry which arties from the 


firm expectation pat its efforts 
will meet with a generous reward. 


Jiu this reipeet, the ariftocracy pot- 


“9° 2 ¢ | “ey » + ; 
feig a preat and permaneiit advan- 


tave. he tederal government has 


aun extenitve patronage; and its 
bounties are reierved for its moft 
active partizanse On the contra- 
ry. the afic ry¥ 
alinoft nothing 
the falaries of the 


ot the executive council, prel nt 


mbly of Virginia has 
o beltow. Even 
cover rT, and 
no temptation to men of inacpend- 
ert fortunes, and of perfonai tad- 
ents. The latter efpecially are 
much lefs than they fhould be. This 
is one reafon why fuch fitmations 
have fomctimes fo indiffer- 
ently filled. A chef magiftrate 
ef Virginia has more than once 
aed rather lke the humble vice~ 
roy of the federal government 
than as the firft citizen of a pow- 
erful republic.  Arthority can- 
not long fupport itleif when it 
has loft the right of conferriag 
benefits. ‘Ihisis, at prefent, al- 
molt exadAly the cafe with the af- 
fembly of Virginiae Int ( 


been 


-courie 
that matters have now taken, a 
few years will moft likely, reduce 
that body to as much infienificance 
as the cortes of Caitile, or the 
fenate of Ruflia. One of the bef 
methods for averting this ignomi- 
ny is to raife the lalaries of execu- 
tive officers. “Vhey will then find 
it their interefi to cultivate more 
heartily the approbation of their 
conttituents. By receiving at 
home a tuitable reward for their 
fervices, they will have the great- 
er chance to be deterred from re- 
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pairing tothe federal market. It 
is not worth while for any coun. 
try gentleman to quit his 1 ‘t- 
dence, and become a mem) r of 


the «xecutive council at Piche 


) 1 
mond, for the fake of em lit hune 
ded and thirty three dollars a vear. 
ai 


lu, and the 


Phe interett of Vire 
views of the general zover ment 
have already been at variance ;* 
and if the executive c 
ever fee) a difootition to 
blefome to a federal or@fident, he 


will endea or to purcha maiore 
ity of the members. Lhe p elent 
{cantinels of t'v ir falaries will oe 
fure to promote his prop reise 

We retunn to the counter ad- 


drefs. Befides i culation in 
this flate. an edition was print d 
at Philadelphia for gratuitous dif 
tribution, and it i fiid to have 
confilled of ten tl and copies. 
All this gives to the counter ade 


drefs an air of tmporte ce. The 


i 


detien of this, and the fuceeeding 
chapter, is examines its argue 
ments, and expole 1 t Jlaciese 
The cafk will not be difficuit. The 


iported an inumenfe 
Tertions, for which 
they did not. enu conld not give 
on’ foarx of proof. Tey fay no- 
thine t> the public. bus what they 
had previoudy faid ia che houfe of 
delerates. Vheir arcuments fail- 
ed with the latter; aod when fair- 
ly explained, they muft alfo fail 
with the former. 

A Great part of this addrefs 
conhiifls of ttuths univerfally ac- 
knowledyed, and which, therefore 
I thall not contradi@. Thus the 
minority day that ** the fallibility 
“of man prohibits the hope of per- 


minority h 
number of 


———=b > @ ae 
NOTE. 
* For example, fee the late act of congrefs prohibiting intercourfe 


With France. 
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“ fection, in his works ;”’ and that 
“the beit rule for freemen to 
“adopt, in the epinion of our an- 
“ cestors,* was that which incul- 
‘cates obedience to laws enacted 
“by a majority of functionaries ap- 
“* pointed by the people.”+ The 
infertion of fuch trite maxims can 
only be defigned to make an unwary 
reader imagine that their operation 
turns in favor of the minority ; 
and that the addrefs of the majori- 
ty fiands in oppolition to them. 
When a public {peaker delivers a 
number of particulars which are 
known to be “ti tue, he flands a bet 
ter chance for being believed, when 
he covertly introduces one which 
as falfe. The general truths that 
are fo plentifully fcatrered Nein 
the counter addrefs are like a bag- 
ful of good dollars, in the midf 
of which their owner endeavors to 
pafs off a number of bad ones. 
This artifice of the minority is ve- 
ry ftale, both in converfation and 
compofition. It merits no farther 
notice in this place. 

THE counter addrefs is introdu- 
ced by a preamble that begins thus: 
the awfullcrifis, which has arrived, 
“ muft be felt by usall.” To this 
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the majority of delegates will a- 
gree; for they feel, and very dif- 
tincthy, the direct tax of two mil- 
lions of dollars, the ftamp duty, 
the exorbitant intereft of eight 
percent. for the prefent loan of 
five millions, and the 
of printing what the upper fer- 
vants of the nation diflike. We 
perceive other [ymptoms of an aw- 
ful criis. For inflance, on De- 
cember 24th, 1798, Mr. M‘Hen- 
ry ide a report to the prefide: ty 
and Mr. Adams, in a {pecial mef- 
fave, recommended it to the con- 
fideration of congrefs. In that 
paper the fecretary has thefe words: 
““ to be on fafe ground, our prepa- 
‘s ought to con- 
ty thous 


prohibition 


“rations and fupplic 
“template an army of jf; 
“ and-men.” 

Ow A reafonable eftimate from 
the prefent expences of three thouf- 
and, the larger body would coft 
fort y, or perhaps hity mul lhhons of 
dollars a year. The wages of their 
labour as tradefmen, or farmers, 
and the profit of thofe who might 
be fuppofed to hire thefe fifty 
thoufand men as labourers, when 
taken together, would come to at 
leaft forty or fifty millions more. 


—— Da 
NOTES, 

* This is a ftrange phrafe, as ufed here; for the next fentence fhows 
that, in this place, the minority are referring to the authors of the 
federal conftitution. This very counter addrefs was prefented by gen- 
eral Lee, who was a member of the convention of Virginia which 
adopted the new fyitem; fo that the general is one of ois own anceftors ! 

¢ As a general rule, this do@rine is excellent; but it may be over- 
ftretched. The great ufe of a conftitution is, to prevent the temporary 
violence of a faétious majority. In the midfts of profound peace, 
three fourths of the citizens of Athens once formed a fudden con{pira- 
cy againft the remainder, feized them, and a€tually fold them as flaves, 
So much tor a majority! When congrefs pafs laws in direct breach of 
the conftitutien, and fuch a cafe is possible; they are not legiflators, 
but ufurpers; and were both houfes unanimous to the lafl man, this 
would not leffen the magnitude of their guilt, or the danger of the 
precedent. 
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Add to all this, the monftrous ex- 
pence of the recruiting fervice, 
the price of tents, of horfes, and 
of waggons, which are effential 
in the outfet of a military eftab- 
lifhment. You will then fee that 
an hundred millions of dollars 
would not defray the actual lols to 
the country, that muft be incurred 
by the very firft year of this army. 
In the fecond year, matters would 
be infinitely worfe. No money 
could by that time, be borrowed, 
at any intereft. Congrefs might 
attempt to iffue paper currency, 
as they did during the revolution ; 
but the people have already been 
caught in that trap; and the ftra- 
tagem can hardly be repeated. 
When a fecretary at war throws 
out fuch terrible intimations, the 
majority muft acknowledge tha 
this is an awful crisis ! 

In a letter to congrefs, dated 
December 29th, 1798, Mr. Stod- 
dert recommendsa navy, the charge 
of which no man can foretell, with 
any fort of exactnels. In Europe, 
it has been computed that one man 
in the navy cofts as much as four 
in an army.* The ftile of Mr. 
Stoddert is manene: itfelf. He ob- 
ferves that this eftabliihment m ay 
be neceflary for preferving the 
general government. * Whether,” 
fays he, “the union of all the 
“ {tates can bong be preferved with. 
“ out it,is a queion which merits 
“ the moft ferious conliteration.” 

Tre fecretary of the navy here 
foeaks like an honeft man. He 
does not refort to the hobgroblin of 
a French invation, as an apology 
for this bottomlefs gulph of expen- 
dituree He boldly fays that the 
new feventy fours will foon, per- 
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haps, be neceflary athome. They 
will be neceffary [mark his words!] 
for preferving ‘the union of all 
“the flates.”” It is impoflible to tell 
us in plainer terms that we are dif- 
pofed to be rebels, and that we 
{hall foon beeome flaves. All this 
indicates, undoubtedly, an awful 
crifis; but the danger feems to 
commence among ourfelves. 

A NUMBER of Americans im-~ 
agine that the Britifh nation does 
not underftand the true princi- 
ples of liberty. But no Britith 
fecretary of the navy durft have 
ventured upon language like that 
of Benjamin Stoddert. Suppofe 
that Pitt, all powerful as he is, 
were to come down to the houfe of 
commons, and to inform them 
that he wanted twelve additional 
fhips of the line. “ They may 
“ foon be required,” fays he, “ not 
“ to engage the French or Dutch, 
“but to block up the Thames and 
** the Severn, to burn Whitehaven, 
‘* or to bombard Briftel.”” Onhear- 
ing of fuch an harangue, the peo- 
ple of England would look upon 
their premier as only fit for Bed- 
lam, or the block. 

In the alarm ot fummer, I798, 
which fucceededithe publication of 
the bribery dilpatches, fome field 
officers of the militia of Bath coun- 
ty prefented an addrefs to Mr, 
Adams. His anfwer is dated July 
21{t, and it fhews that the prefent 
crilis is indeed awful. ‘** More 
“depends upon Virginia,” fays he, 
“in the prefent moment, than fhe 
“may be aware of, It depends up- 
“on HER to fay whether this coun- 
“try has in it @ faction to crush, @ 
“faction to be humbled in pusT and 
‘asHES, before the indignant 
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NOT 
* See Sir Johit Dalrymple’s Memoirs of Great Britain and Ireland. 
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és frow 4. 
S and oderded covntry.” 


c of their iniuved, infulted 


i Hrat the queition arifes of 
whor: does this faiion confift? 
"Tbciriends of Mr. jefferfon ure un- 
) ‘hi, ‘ qu: ionably the fi it and moit pro- 

7 m nent objeSs vfindionation. The 
; ‘ provocation was iLurcad very preat. 
f. £ They wanted to exclude Mr. Ad- 
; 4 ars from twency fi ‘e thoutand 

ba be Collars a year, enu trom acing a 

Loe piri, thourh bur an humble one, 

} in che hoveful comb:nation arainit 
Fiance. Such an exaoiple of ven- 

- yeance as that here announced, 
ae would indeed be fl: éy us ali; and 
es wile the prefident has fchemes 

" like this in agitation, we cannot 

f fail to be alarmed at the profped 


before us. 
Bur it we look to Eurone, there 
is nothine fo terrible in the 


| i pre- 


os fent appearance of American af- 
; it tGairs. The vrefident himiclf con- 
t : feffes that France has made fatis- 
| factory propofals for peace. The 
mw, marine of the republic is, for the 
A 5 4 prefent, almoft ruined. By land, 
oe French armies have been, tor fome 
a i; time fully matched, both in Italy, 
y and upon the German frontier. 


With fo much work upon hand, 
the republic has not leifure, even 
if fhe had inclination, for a war 


ba th % ; 

4 a with the United States. 

a; In January, 1799, it was bare- 
pa ly poflible that an American of 


common fenfe might apprehend an 
invafion of this country by 4 French 


-army. At prefent fuch fears are 
| extinguifhed, On the 7th of June 
i Jaft, Mr. Windham exonrelsly de- 
£ clared, in the Britifh houfe of com- 
er mons, that the French monarchy 
ips must be restored. Mr. Pitt faid 
G a fomething to the fame effeA. While 
Hy England fpeaks in this ftile, it is 


ny the height of impofture to fubject 
the United ftates to the expence 
and infolence of a flaading anny, 


ore 
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under the pretended fear of «& 
French invafion. ‘This eftablifh. 
ment affords an excule for afking 
large fums of money. The new 
levies are, with a very few excep- 
tions, as diforderly, and as much 
detefted in the middle ftates, as the 
old fianding army has long been, 
upon the frontiers of Tennefice 
and of Georgia. ‘ The awful cri- 
“fis,” therctore, to which the mi- 
nority of delegates refer, does not 
contitt inthe probability of an at- 
tack from France, but in the def- 
perate ambition of a domettic fac- 
tione One principal uie of the 
ftanding army, proves to be, to 
bully republican newfprinters, An- 
other is to promote the intereft of 
Mr. Adams, at the next eleciion 
fer prefiient, by the diitribution 
of military commiiions. This 
matter is very well underftocd. At 
the laft Marvland election for cone 
greis, Gabriel Chriftie, the repube 
lican candidate, loft feveral votes 
in that way. Promifes of prefer- 
ment were made to fome of his 
friends, and each of thefe had 
around him, a petty circle of fol- 
lowers. But the actual gift of coms 
millions was kept back until the 
election fhould be over, that the 
wings of hope might expand them- 
felves as widely as poflible. ‘This 
example is ouly one out of num. 
bers. The prodigious fums of mo- 
ney requilite for fupporting an ar- 
my, and a navy, prefent inexhautt- 
ible fources of patronage and of 
plunder. Such eftablifhme nts muft 
of courfe, plunge the United States 
into all the corruptions of a Britifh 
monarchy. 

For thefe and other reafons, 
the afflembly of Virginia refolved 
“ that our fecurity trom invafion, 
‘¢ and the force of our militia, ren- 
“der aftanding army unnecessary.” 
They were juilly of opimon that 
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ry e prefent danger does not confift 
in the military force of any foreign 
nation. ‘They confidered the fole 
danger as arifing from the numer- 
ous breaches of the federal coufti- 
tution to which they have been wit- 
neffes, from the endlefs desmands 
for money to fupport armies and 
navies, for which they cannot per- 
ceive an honett neceflity, from the 
multiplication and enormous ex. 
pence of foreign embaflies, fuch as 
thofe to Prufia and Turkey. The 
majority , obferve ne deteftation 
the growing load of finecure offi- 
ces, fuch as thofe of ecommiffion- 
ers at eight dollars per day, exclu- 
five of travelling expences, for 
treating with Indians. , They are 
fhock ed at the Swarm of incendiary 
newfpapets, profeffediy patronized 
by government, and which tend 
only to. deceive, exafperate and di- 
vide the people. - The major ty 
feel not .Alarm for imvafion by 
French fieets, which are blocked 
up, chafed or deftroyed. They fear 
not devaftation from French ar- 
mies; but they feel deep and perma- 
fhent apprehen fi ions from the gigan- 
tic ftrides of domeftic defpotitm, 
from the factious and infolent 
charges given to grand juries, trom 
the military riots, and opppreflive 
profecutions excited again{t inde- 
pendent newfprinters. They liften 
with horror to the fentence fo 
ftrangely pronounced, and fo ty- 
rannically executed upon one of 
the members of congrefs; becaute 
this citizen faid that he would not 
fupport the prefent adminiftration, 
when he confidered it as acting 
wrong. They regard Mr. Lyon's 
trial as a pofticript, to that of John 
Hampden. In his perional futfer- 
ings, they contemplate the pre- 
lude of their own. 

On this head it may farther be 
ebferved that no fuch indignity, 
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or outrage, has been perpetrated 
upon a member of aa Englith houfe 
of commons, fince the reign of 
Charles the firft. Yet, the repub. 
lican party in congrefs, did not 
venture to take the {malleft official 
notice of this infult upon their be- 
dy. Their abject lilence places them 
upon a level with the parliaments 
of the fixteenth century... England 
has not, for the kaft two hundred 
years, been difgraced by the meet- 
ing of any legiflature that with- 
out remonitrance, would have en- 
dured fuch.a decifion. , Put the 
cafe that Mr. Sheridan fliall write 
a letter to a friend, wherein he 
declares that he wil! not fupport 
an Englith miniftry when he confi- 
ders their meafures as culpable. 
An Englith attorney. general durft 
not found an indictment upon fuch 
a letter; nor does England contaim 
twelve men who durft find Mr. 
ridan guilty. “The dumb fubmiffi 
of the American minority was toe 
the laft degree defpicable. It 
amounted, upon their part, to @ 
ratification of the fentence. 

On this miferable emergency, 
there was juft one member of con 
grefs, and not a second, who beha- 
ved with Spartan firmnefs and dig- 
nity. Stevens Thomfon Mafon 
caine {ingly forward in order to exe 
pote the enormity of this decifion. 
If fenfe and truth are criminal, the 
whole offences of Mr. Lyon taken 
together, do not approach to the 
ruilt of general Mafon's adimira- 
ble letter. If government had 
pretended to confiftency, the fena- 
tor of Virginia fhould have been 
profecu ted as well as the repre- 
fentative of Vermont. 

Tur preamble to the counter 
addrefs of the minority betrays 
the genuine fpirit of the fedition 
act. After ftating the awfulnefs 
of the crifis, this party condema. 
Aa 
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the affembly for having publifhed 
an appeal to the citizens of Virgi- 
fia. They fay that this meafure 
is ** outraging the rules of the le- 
“ giflature, and derogating from 
the difcernmmcent of their confli- 
“ tuents, by a laboured detail of 
“ the reafons which induced the 
“ legiflative adoption of the refo- 
“ lutions.” All this is directly 
the reverfe of the plaineft common 
fenfe. By an exprefs appeal to 
the people, the majority paid the 
higheft compliment to popular dif- 
cernment. In effect, they fpeak 
thus: * fellow citizens! you de- 
“ fired us to pafs laws for you. 
© But the times are critical ; and 
“ we are anxious to make you as 
‘ well acouainied as poilible with 
** your own bulinefs. For that end, 
‘we publifh a fummary of our 
“ opinions ; and we fubmit them 


a 


® to your fuperior judgment.” 


Tur minority detire, it feems, 
to ftop up the ears, as their friends 
have already tried to muzzle the 
lips of mankind. ‘They with, but 
vainly with, to reduce a lively and 
intelligent people to the gloomy 
filence of an orientel haram. The 
minority here advance the old and 
detettable doétrine of conceal. 
ment, by which, from April 789, 
till December 1796, the fenate of 
congrefs kept their doors bolted. 

THE minority commence their 
counter-appeal with a fuperficial 
and partial review of the hiftory 
of the federal government. It 
would be endlets to contradict eve. 
ry mifreprefentation which they 
make. But a few leading paffages 
thall be extracted and examined. 
Of the notable proclamation of 
neutrality, the minority fpeak in 
the following lofty flile. 

“ Tnx prefident of the United 
“ States, a citizen the moft tried, 
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and the moft beloved, weighing: 
all the difficulties to which our 
“ relation to the belligerent pow- 
“ ers expofed us, ; “omulgated by 
“‘ proclamation the exifting ftate 
“of things, and warned his fellow 
citizens of the pernicious con- 
fequences which would follow 
the dereli€tion of their neutral 
condition. An adherence to this 
fituation was enjoined by law, 
“and approved by the general 
plaudits of our country.” 
Tuts proclamation has been de- 
fended on the moft abfurd grounds. 
It was a meafure of the greateft 
importances It was the feed-bed 
from which hath fprung the fuc- 
ceeding harveft of our maritime 
misfortunes. I thall, on that ac- 
count, endeavour to place the tranfs 
adlion in a clear and convincing 
point of view. This paper was 
publifhed by Mr. Wafhington, on 
April 22d, #793. It had thefe 
words: ‘ whofoever of the ci- 
“tizens of the United States 
‘fhall render himfelf liable to 
“ punifhment, or forfeiture, under 
* the law of nations, by commit- 
“ing, aiding, or abetting hoftili- 
* ties againft any of the faid pow- 
“ers, or by carrying to any of 
“them thofe articles, which are 
“ deemed contraband by the mo- 
“ dern ufage of nations, will not 
“receive the protection of the 
“ United Statess”’ The prefident 
adds, that he had ordered the pro- 
per officers to profecute fuch of- 
fenders. 

On this head, I fhal! endeavour 
to prove three points, 
_. Frrst ; the proclamation broke 
through two exifling treaties with 
France. 

SECOND ;. it violated that very 
law of nations which it afleGed to 


defend. 
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Turn; admitting that this ftep 
was in itfelf {tri€ily proper, the 
prefident had not authority for 
taking it. 

J. LeeGin with the French trea- 
tics. By the eleventh article of 
the defenfive alliance between 
France and the United States, each 
party guarantees to the ether, their 
reipective dominions in America, 
as they were to exilt at the peace, 
which afterwards took place in 
1733 
1793 broke out between France & 
England, the republic was author- 
ifed to demand the aid of this 
country. She did not do fo; but 
nang if individuals chofe to enlift 

1 her fervice, it feemed very hard 
t» hinder them from doing as for 
themfelves, what the nation at 
large was legally bound to do, 

Paciricus, alias Mr. Hamil- 
ton, defended the proclamation in 
a feries of newfpaper eflays. Nerve- 
lefs, drawling, fophiftical, he has 
feldom appeared to lefs advantage 

han in this performance. He ar- 
gued that America was not bound 
to fulfil her guarantee to France, 
becaufe the treaty of alliance hed 
been made with the king of France 
and his fuceeffors only, and of 
courfe expired with the monarchy. 
But this argument proved too 
much ; for by the fame reafoning, 
all the other treaties, or Conven- 
tions with France, mult have per- 
ifhed at one time. Yet with the 
wildeft abfurdity, Mr. Hamilton, 
and his friends, compla rined of 
French perfidy; whereas if Ame- 
rica was not hound to obferve her 
obligations towards France, it is 
equally clear that the diffolution 
muft have been reciprocal, In this 
ftate of things, France was no 
Jonger bound inobligations towards 
America. If faith was mutually 
extinguifhed, it was ridiculous for 


- Hence, when the war of 
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either party to upbraid the other 
for a breach of treatics, which had 
been buried under the ruins of the 
French throne. 

Tae argument of Pacificus in- 
volves fuchextravagant confequen- 
ces, that it canaot be iupported. 
The federal government has always 
acknowledged the exiltence of the 
treaties with France. They were 
formally diffolved by an act of 
congrets of the 7ch of July, 1798. 


A sreconp reafon was advance: 


ed by Mr, Hamilton for not fup- 
porting the guarantee of the 
French dominions in America. 
He alledged that, in her war with 
England, the republic was the ag- 
greflor. The affertion was utter. 
ly falfe; but evenif it had been 
true, this afforded ne pretence for 
the United States to refule their 
gcuarantee. The treaty is couched 
in politive terms, without one 
word of qualification, or excep- 
tion. 

But there was a third and fate 
isfatory reafon why the United 
States were not bound to fulfl 
this guarancee. The reoublic did 
not require the ex ‘cution of it. 
Yet the forbearance to enforce a 
rizht does not deftroy it. The 
A phir ger ernmeat itfelf being 
thus under ftinulations of the mot 
Tlemn ” ture to guarantee the 
Freach dominions in America, the 
procl: mation of neutrality, in fo 
far as it refpe Ys France, was un- 
gracious, ungrateful, and fubftan- 
tially uojuft. This paver prohibite 
ed private citizens from enlifting 
in the fervice of the republic, al- 
thouch the nation colle tively was 
pledged to come into that fervice, 
if called upon for ach’ a purpofe. 

Instead of affiftine France, 
America did her a mon eVential 
mischief by fupplying with provi- 
fions the Britifh colonies and ar. 
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mies in the Weft Indies. With- 
out fuch fupplies, thefe armies and 
colonies could not poflibly have 
fubfifted ; and famine would have 
made England as pacific in 1793, 
as the fame caute had rendered 
France in 1748. This has been 
fully explained and eftablithed in 
the hiftory of 1796. “There is no 
other market, excepting the Uni- 
ted States, from whence the Bri- 
tith in the Weft Indies can derive 
fubiiftence, ; 

Brsipxs the treaty of guaran- 
tee, there was a commercial treaty 
between France and America. An 
unreftrained intercourfe was eftab- 
Jifhed; and the prefident, by his 
own authority, undertakes to fof 
pend it. Let us now put the cafe 
that a Britifh admiral was to have 
Jaid fiege to Guadaloupe.’ The 
French governor is in want of 


powder. He reads'the commercial 
treaty, and he’ knows nothing 


about the proclamation of neutral. 
ity. He dilpatches an agent to 
the United States to buy the am- 
munition of which he is in want. 
The agent is told that he cannot 
get an ounce of powder, and that 
the federal government will profe- 
cute any one that offers to fupply 
him. By this means the French 
government is compelled to give 
up the land ; and thus the com- 
mercial treaty is broken at that 
fole and critical ‘moment when 
its prefervation was of any real 
confequence to France. We may, 
if we think proper, call this an 
impartial neutrality; but the 
French will entertain a different 
opinion. 

II. I wow take up the fecond 
point, and fhal! prove that the pro- 
clamation violated the law of na- 
tions, as well as the indefeafible 
tights of mankind. 
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In Europe, it is a fettled point 
that an individual is always at'lib- 
erty to engage im the military fer- 
vice of any nation whom he «pres 
fers, with this only refervation that 
he fhall not fight againft his native 
country. Thus the Swifs for ex. 
ample, lave been in the habit, for 
feveral 
their troops to any foreign power, 
and this cuftom has never embroil- 
ed them with their neighbours. 
Jn the reion of Charles the fifth, 
the cantons had, upon one ccca- 
fion, troops in the fervice of the 
two oppofite armies of the empe- 
ror and the king of France, both 
at the fame time,’ Yet this did 
not embroil them with either pare 
ty. Onthe contrary, they were 
courted, If the Swifs cantons 
might hire ten thoufand men to 
France without offendirg a nation 
at war with her, affuredly the Uni- 
ted States of America may do the 
fame thing, unlefs our national 
independence is of a nature infe- 
rior to theirs, For feveral ages, 
the kings of France maintained a 
body of Scots guards; but this was 
never held up as the pretence for 
an Englifh declaration of war 
againft Scotland,’ The king of 
Pruffia relates that, on fucceeding 
his father, he found a ftanding ar- 
my of ‘feventy eight thoufand 
troops, of whom one third were 
foreigners. It would have been a 
ftrance affair if an Auftrian court 
martia], had attempted to hang ev- 
ery Saxon, Polé, or Frenchman, 
who might be found among Pruf- 
fian prifoners. It would have been 
yet more furprifing, if the capture 
of fuch perfons had been made the 
bafis of a war between a German 
emperor and a Saxon ele@or. 

In the war of 1767, between 
Turkey and Ruffia, England was 


centuries, of hiring’ out 
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at peace with both of thefe gov- 
ernments ; yet fhe permitted EJ 
‘phinflone, a Scots officer, to com- 
gnand the Ruffian fleet, which at- 
‘tacked the Archipelago.” He was 
accompanied by other Britifh jour- 
peymen butchers ; and {mall pro- 
‘prefs could have been made with- 
out them. In the late war be- 
tween Ruffiaand Sweden, Greig, 
a fecond Scotfman, wasjat the head 
of the Ruffian navy ; while fir 
Sydney Smith ferved on board of 
the Swedith fleet, and, for his 
bravery, was knighted by the king 
of Sweden. During the latter of 
thefe two wars, England was on 
the point of attacking Ruflia. She 
did not, however, attempt to recalj 
Greig; nor did either Sweden or 
Turkey affect to complain of En- 
gland, for permitting Elphinftone 
End Greig fucceflively to com- 
mand andtoconquer. It was not 
underftood that thefe officers, by 
entering into foreign’ fervice, for- 
feited any part of their rights, as 
fubje&ts of Britain, While a 
Scotfman was attempting to force 
the paffage of the Dardanelles, Ba- 
ron de Tott, a French ambaffador, 
was teaching the Turks how to 
defend them. When Fayette, Pu- 
Jafki, and baron Steuben, fought 
for the United States, nobody 
fuppofed that fuch petty circum- 
flances gave Britain a right of de- 
claring war again{t France, Po- 
Jand, or Prufiia.. At this rate, 
and with the pureft and moft ami- 
cable intentions, there 1s nota na- 
tion upon earth which could be 
certain of living in peace, even for 
afingle day. Any vagabond dif- 
poted to cut throats, could. upon 
thus doétrine, involve his country 


in the rifk of a foreign war. The 
twenty firit article o1 the treaty 
of commerce between France and 
America. prohibits an American 
from taking a commiflion of letters 
of marque in the fervice of a third 
errts to cruife againft France. 
The fame prohibition with regard 
to American commerce is impoted 
uponthe French. But no reftraint 
is attempted as to the admiflion 
into navies and armies; nor, ex- 
cept as to captains, even in the 
manning of BaVSSee Tae 

It is geedlefs to multiply far- 
ther evidences of the abfurdity of 
the prefident’s manifefto, in fo far 
as it ref{peéis the law of nations. 
Its principle has been exprefsly ne- 
gatived by an American lawyer of 
the frt eminence. * Neither the 
* laws of nations,” fays Mr. Dal- 
Jas, “ nor our municipal conftitu- 
“tion, and laws, prohibited our 
Citizens from going to another 
country, and there, either for 
“the fake of honor, reward, or 
“ inflruction, ferving in a foreiga 
navy or army.’’* 
Tue facts above recited, prove, 
beyond all contradition, that, by 
the practice of nations, an Ame- 
rican failor might have entered in- 
to the French navy without incur- 
ring any penalty or forfeiture. If 
the king of Sweden had made a 
prifoner of Greig, he would not 
have attempted to punifh that of- 
ficer as atraitor. Ifthe Ruflians 
had taken Smith, he would have 
been as well treated, as if he had 
been anative of Sweden. Ifcouns 
Saxe had been captured at Fonte- 
noy, cr Marfhal Keith at Hoch- 
kirchen, it is not fuipe&ted that 
the one would have been punithed 
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Sor treafon, asa Pole, or the other 
as a Scotfman. Such abfurdities 
were referved for the corrupted 
heart and the hardened front of 
Mr. Wafhington’s preceptor. 

Tue proclamation of neutrali- 
ty does not, therefore, deferve 
that title. It was a proclamation 
6f ignorance and pufillanimity, 
"This un y paper told the whole 
world th e federal government 
refufed to its citizens that free- 
dom of adventure, and that Jati- 
tude of prote ion, which is granted 
by every other government to the 
perfonswho liv eander ii its authority. 
Jt was at once diverting and me- 
Yancholy to hear an Aacvein pre- 
Adent advertifing that he would 
profecute his fellow citizens for 
breaking the fmugeling laws of 
foreign nations. He might have 
teft that tafk to thofe nations them- 
felves. 

Tue clamour of applanfe which 
met the prociamation, arofe from 
pacific motives. But it betrayed 
im fome people the ardour of their 
attachment te England, and in 
others their total unacquaintance 
with the ufages of Europe. The 
paper might have been defenfible, 
rf it had aimed only to hinder large 
bodies of armed men from affem- 
bling, within the United States, 
with adefign to attack St. Domin- 
go, or Canada. If admiral Greig 
had bought a fhip of the line a 
Portfmor ith, and if he had beat up 
for failors to man her, with the 
profefied defign of bombarding 
Gottenburg, the Swedifh envey at 
London would have interpofed, 
and his operations muft have 
been flopt. But the prefident 
went much farther. He ftruck at 
the inviolable right of migration 
pofiefed by individuals, A few 
weeks after the appearance of his 


manife f Oy Gideon Henfield, and 
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John Singletary, two Americam 
mariners, were arrefted in the Dee 
laware, on board of a French pri- 
vateer. They had entered as of- 
ficers with her captain. Genet 
complained. Mr. Randolph, then 
attorney general replied. He faid, 
that Henteld had, by this enlift- 
ment, violated, as fay as in hin 
lay, the treaties of peace between 
Spain, England, Holland and Ame- 
rica. Singletary fiood on the fame 


ground. 
THE propofal to punifhan Ame- 
rican citizen for having entered 


into the French fervice, excited 
much indignation. The fervices 
of France, during the laft war, 
were not yet forgotten. Many 
perfons who had, upon theory, ap- 
proved of the proclamation, could 
not bear to think of its being redu- 
ced to practice. Henfield was foon 
after tried at Philadelphia. The 
day of his trial was a day of fuf- 
pence and folicitude to the citi- 
zens. To the great mortification 
of the court, and the ariftocrats, 
he was acquitted by the jury. 
Their verdiét formed afource of ve- 
ry general exultation. Singletary 
was, not long after, difmilfed with- 
out farther notice. 

Ii]. It has now been afcertain- 
ed that this proclamation broke 
our treaties with France, and that 
it violated the natural and inde. 
feafible rights of mankind, as well 
as the practice and the law of na- 
tions. The third objection to its 
legality, is that the prefident had 
no title to interfere with the quef- 
tion. It was only his bufinefs to 
have affembled congrefs. The pro- 
clamation amounted to aright of 
fufpending treaties, and there is 
not a wordinthe conftitution which 
entrufts the pretident with that 
power. Neither has it given him 


uthority for defining what a the, 

















fights of a citizen with refped to 
enlifiment in the fervice of a for- 
¢ign nation. 

Tuer quibbling ftile in which 
Mr. Wafhington himfelf fpoke of 
this proclamation, difcovered that 
he was confcious of having exceed. 
ed his lawful powers. In December, 
1793, congreis met, and he men- 
tions the proclamation in the tol- 
lowing remarkable terms. “ It 
“ seemed therefore to be my duty, 
to adinoniih our citizens of the 
“ conlequences of a contraband 
“ trade, and of hoftile acls to any 
“ of the parties; and to obtain, 
“by a declaration of the exifting 
6 legal flate of things, an easier 
“ admission of our rights to the 
“‘ immunitities, belonging to our 
‘fituation. Under theie imprefl- 
‘ions, the proclamation, which 
« will be laid before you, was if- 
“ fued. 


ca 


“Iy this pofture of affairs, both 
& new and delicate, I refolved to 
“ adopt general rules, which fhould 
*“ conform to the treaties, and af- 
‘“ fert the privileges of the United 
“¢ States.” 

Aumost every fentence of this 
Whole {pe ech deferves contradic. 
tion; but we fhail principally con- 
fine ourfelves to the above pallage. 

Tre applaute with which the 
proclamation met arofe froin the 
commendable defire of preferving 
peace ; but this applaufe betrayed 
the ftriking unacquaintaace of the 
people at large, with regard to the 
exiting practice of the laws of na- 
tions in Europe. America was 
induftrioufly deceived into the be- 
lief that this proclamation was in- 
fallibly to prevent a foreign war. 
As for te consequences of a contra- 
bdnd trade, the fequel hath fhewn 
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that the prefident was egregioufly 


wrong in his interences. France 
and England have feized many 


hundreds-of American fhips upor 
an accufation of fmuggling; but it 
has never been hinted, by any par- 
ty, that thefe nations wouid conf- 
der this intrujion as a pretence for 
regular hoftilities. If a fmuggling 
vellel fhall be armed in the United 
States for the purpofe of forcing an 
illicit trade with France, or the 
Britifh empire, any other nation 
which thinks itfelf aggrieved will 
Capture and confifeate her. But if 
the equipment has been made 
without aflifance from the fede- 
ral government, the latter cannot 
be confidered as, in any fhape, ac. 
countable for fuch proceedings. 

Wira refpect tothe dostile acts 
of which Mr. Wafhington has alfo 
taken notice, and which, as he fan- 
cies, might produce a foreign war, 
lis is another topmait of abfurd- 
ity. The enlistment of the indi- 
viduals of a neutral nation in the 
service of any belligerent power is 
a practice univerfally admitted and 
auttorifed. The court of Lon. 
don, with all its matchless intre- 
pidity of face,* could hardly com- 
plain of a cuftom indulged in every 
part of Europe. But this point I 
have already fixed by a feries of 
facts that fuperfede the need of alf 
farther reafoning. 

‘THE prelident then mentions to 
congrefs the proclamation, as fit- 
ted for obtaining * an easier ed 
“© misston of our rights to the im. 
“ munities belonging to our fitua- 
“ ticn.” We have jult obtained 
fuch an admission as might have 
been expected. The flagrant, uns 
provoked and precipitate defertion 

f France produced its natural ang 
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deferved confequences. Hiftory 
does not record, and imagination 
cannot invent a more complete and 
finifhed pifture of maritime igno- 
miny than that which America 
has, for the laft fix years, exhibit- 
ed to the pity and the fcorn of Eu- 
ropee During that whole time, 
our ariftocracy have been making 
humble but aukward advances for 
being admitted into habits of con- 
fidence with the kings of Europe.’ 
This far-famed manifefto was like 
the firft flep in that minuet of hu- 
The Britifh and ftock- 
jobbing fation well knew that 
they could not, for any length of 
time, hold their places in the gov- 
ernment of America without the 
countenance of England. Their 
party in the feaport towns, in Bof- 
ton, for inftance, in Charlefton, 
in New-York, Baltimore and Phi- 
fadetphia, is chiefly fupported by 
Britifh’ merchants, by the agents 
of Britifh houfes in this country, 
or by American adventurers, whofe 
credit and importance in life de- 
pend on the continuation of peace 
with England. The court of Lon- 
don is confcious of its afcendency, 
and accordingly treats our mafter- 
fervants exactly as it thinks pro- 
per; while the latter, for the fake 
of preferving their power, are 
obliged, through all forts of falfe- 
hood and infamy, to vindicate En- 
gland, andtorevile France. We 
proceed with the fpeech of the pre- 
fident. 

“ Trefolved,” fays he, “to adopt 
general rules, which fhould con- 
“ form to the treaties, and affert 
“the privileges of the United 
“ States." Thefe are hardy af- 
firmations ; for as to treaties, it is 
certain, and it has been already 
proved, that Mr. Wathington broke 
through the whole intention and 
{pirit of thofe with France. With 
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regard.to the assertion of priviles 
ges, the indifcretion and infolence 
of Genet, afforded room for difpu- 
ting with him; and in this conteft, 
the federal cabinet borrowed a 
momentary {plendor from the pof- 
feffion of Mr. Jefferfon’s talents. 
But this fpeech has a chafm that 
completely unmafks the hypocrify 
of Mr. Wathington; and thews 
in what way he was likely to affert 
the privileg¢s of his country. 
Through the whole fummer of 1793, 
the Britith had filled the Atlantic 
with barbarous piracies on Ame- 
rican commerce. The fpeech bas 
not one syllable upon this subject ! | 

WueEN thé violent conteft be- 
tween Wilkes and Luttrel filled 
England with uproar, a multitude 
of addreffes|were prefented, to. 
George the third. In his next 
fpeech to parliament, the king 
avoided all notice of them. His 
filence was refented by the popu- 
lar party as 4 fludied infult; and 
the voice of indignation refounded 
through every parifh from Tweed 
to the Jand’s end. But Americans 
have feldom, br perhaps never been 
heard to complain of this omiffion 
in the fpeech of Mr. Wafhington, 
though the latter was, by a thouf- 
and degrees, _more unpardonable 
than the former. It isa mortify- 
ing, but a certain fa&, that the 
fenfe of political freedom, and of 
national dignity, rifes upon a me- 
dium, infinitely higher among the 
fubjects of Britain than the citi-: 
zens, of Arreticae This affertion 
will be confirmed by the teftimony 
of every candid and intelligent 
man, who fias enjoyed an oppor 
tunity of refiding in England. 
Suppofe, for example, that France, 
or Spain were, inthe midft of pro- 
found peace, to turn loofe on the 
commerce of England, twoihundred 
corfairs, and to act even an hun- 








dredth part of thofe enormities on 
Englifh commerce, which, in fum- 
mer 1793, were committed upon 
the fhipping of the United States. 
Every ploughman, every footman 
in Britain, would feel that injury, 
like an arrow barbed in his vitals. No 
premier, in manufacturing the next 
royal fpeech for parliament, would 
dare to forget a ftatenient of the ins 
dignity. An over fight fo abje@ 
would fend him to perdition. Again. 
If fuch corfairs were to imprefs an 
Enalith tailor, and were this man to 
efcape by killing his oppreffors, the 
people of England would not fuffer 
him to be fent back like Jonathan 
Robbins, to be hanged as a crimi- 
nal, at a French yard arms They or- 
der thefe things better, in Liver- 
pool, and Portfmouth. 

Ow this head we cannot difcover 
a diftinction between the fraternal 
characters of the firft and fecond 
prefident. Mr. Adams has only 
completed the feene of ignominy 
which Mr. Wathington began. The 
tame fubmiffton of 1799 to the Bri- 
tifh blockade of Holland, rivals the 
prefidential oblivion of the piracies 
of 1793» Henfield, as well as 
Robbins, would have been trani- 
mitted to the gibbet, if the temper 
of the times had been fuppofed capa- 
ble ofenduring that enormity. The 
nomination of Ellfworth as an am- 
baffador to France is a prompt and 
fuccefsful imitation of the choice of 
Jay; and a certain expedient for 
corrupting the courts of juftice. 
The exceffes of the federal troops 
in Northampton are inferior in num- 
ber, but equal in atrocity, to thote 
ef the weftern excife army.* The 
dust and ashes denounciation of 
Virginia feems to be copied from 
Hamilton's ejaculations for the 
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burning of Pittfburg.t The expe- 
dition of St. Clair, as well as that 
of 1794, was projected during the 
recefs of congrefs. The expences 
of each army were fucceffively ab- 
trated from the treafury by Mr. 
Wathington, without the fan¢tion 
of a ftatute, and in exprefs breach of 
theconftitution. Inboth inftances, 
mr. Wathington difdained to make an 
apology for this violation of hisduty 5 
and in both, congrefs were too mean 
to demand it. ‘The charges of the re- 
cent tour to Northampton mult have 
been obtained in the fame way,becaufe 
congrefs were not in feffion when 
that affray broke out. This laft 
prefidential trefpafs will be buried 
in the fame fawning filence as its 
predeceffors. 

But though Mr. Wathington had 
not leifure to mention the Britifh 
piracies, he expatiated,with his won- 
ted complacency, on the progrefs of 
his friendthip with the Creeks and 
Cherokees. Obferve his own wordse 
“ An anxiety has been alfo demon- 
“* trated by the executive for peace 
“with the Creeks and Cherokees. 
“ The former have been relieved with 
“ corn and with cloathing, and of- 
“ fenfive meafures againft them 
‘prohibited during the recefs of 
* congrefs.”” From this paflage it 
appears that the United States were, 
at this time, carrying on a war with 
thefe tribes. And here the prefi- 
dent comes forward boafting that he 
had fupplied the Creeks with food 
and cloaths. In other words, he 
fupplied the enemies of his country, 
favages who were in arms againft 
her, and who, as faft as they 
could, were extirpating his con- 
ftituents. At the fame time, he 
would not permit the French to re- 
ceive fupplies, although the United 

B b 
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* Sketches of the history of America, Chap. vt. & vit. 


¢ See the History of 1796. 
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States were bound by. treaty to 
rant them; and although fuch fup- 
plies had been paid for before haud 
by motiey lent to this country in 
the hotr of her diftrefs. It has 
been a fteady principle with the lea- 
ders of the fix per cent faction, to 
check,as muchas they decently can, 
the march of population into the 
weltern wildernefs. ‘They would 
rejoice to hear cf the utter defela- 
tion of the ftates of Tenneffee and 
Kentucky. The whole tenor of 
their laws, of their {peeches in con- 
grefs, and of their conduct. proves 
this tobe the cafe. But that point 
has already beei explained at fome 
length.* 

Tue anfwers from congrefs to 
this fpeech were, as ufual, pitiful 
echoese To have mentioned one 
word of the ruin of our merchants, 
and the impreffment of our feamen, 
would have been confidered as the 
height of rudenefs. When peo- 
ag chutes to fet up a political idol, 
it is proper that they fhould fall 
pee wn and worfhip it. 

To conclude, Mr. Wathington 
has notin his fpeech to congrets, 
{tated his authority for publifhing 
this proclamation. He _ neither 
quotes the law by which he was di- 
rected, nor does he appeal to the 
conftitution. He leaves all this to be 
inferred as his opiniones His mani- 
fefto amounts to the prerogative of 
fufpending, and even of annulling 


ren 


treaties, without the ceremony of 


confulting congrefs. Setting afide, 
therefore, its grofs ingratitude and 
perfidy towards France, this procla- 
mation was in every point of view, 

——aeD : 


NO 


* Supra: chad. ad. Mr. Adams i 


thy to the extension of the westers 
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an act of the moft culpable ufurpa- 
tion and defpotifm. ‘The republi- 
can party detefted this meafure; and 
their cowardly aceguiefcence under 
its voke renders them entirely as ex- 
ceptionable jas Mr. Wathington 
himfelf. 

I wave now eftablifhed the three 
pofitions, which had been laid down. 
1. That the manifefto violated the 
two treaties with France. 11. That it 
broke through the law of nations, & 
the indefealible rights of mankind. 
111. That, whether it had been right 
or wrong, /the prefident acted in de- 
fiance of legal authority. 1 have 
been the nore particular upon this 
part of American hiflory becaufe it 
is of fundamental importance, a and 
becaufe it feems to have been uni- 
verfally mifunderftood; or at leaft I 
never met with a fatisfaory expla- 
nation of it. The faétion are in 
the habit of appealing to this procla- 
mation, as a a of unqueflion- 
able propriety. On the other hand, 
our h¢n-hearted republican orators, 
and writers, are afraid of commit- 
ting /themfelves by condemning a 
meafure that has been fealed with 
the ynviolable name of Mr. Wath- 
ington. , 

Notuine in our treaties with 
France could have authorifed a de- 
claration of war by England, unlefs 
republic had required the execu- 








tipn of the guarantee, of her Weft. 


Indian territories. And as no fuch 
equilition was ever made by France, 
merica was never brought into 
anger by it. 

THE true purpofe of the procla- 
mation was to prevent American 
a 


“Ee 


known to entertain a violent antipa- 


settlements. It is reported, as bis 


opinion, that the new settlers should be checked by force. This anecdote 
was current among the members of] the last Congresses I cannot affirm it 
a@s true; but it seems to be sufficiently probable. 
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sailors from enlisting in the French 

avy; ani to cast as much edium as 
Hossthle uson the Prench revolution. 
Tur pretident,“ a citizen the 
** moft tried, and the moft beloved,” 
(Vide the counter addrefs) has in- 
deed officially declared that “ the 


se 


‘ 
‘ 
? 
, 

Aa 


events of the French revolution 
* have produced the deeneft folici. 


“ tude, as well as the hiche% admi- 


* ration;” and that * thefe glorious 
‘events’? met with his “ fincere 
é “An cera? nee I . 

*congratulations.”” But unfortu- 


nately, there it not one man in A- 
mstrica that believes, or that everdid 
believe the fincerity of his affertion. 
Mr. Wathington entertained a pri- 
mitive and inflexible hatred for the 
French r car in all its prin- 
ciples, andin all its circumftances. 
This hatred broke out at the fame 
time in other meafures, as well as 
in the proclamation of neutrality. 
This we {ball immediately perceive 
in returning to the counter addrefs. 
Of Genet the minority fpeak as fol- 
lows. 
A foreign minifter’s contume- 
‘ lious appeal from the acts of go- 
* vernment to the people, whofe 
“ honor and comfort alike com- 
manded their fupport of that go- 
vernment, was ‘maintained with 
affection to the foreign agent, and 
with acrimony againht the conf{ti- 
tuted aut bortiion of the nation. 
The fubje& became familiar to 
the whole people; and their voice 
foontaneouily uttered, funk into 
temporary and contemptuous ob- 
livion, the abettors of this wick- 
“ ed effort. Smothered for a while 
only, the unextinguifhed fire re- 
“ kindled, as occafion afforded.” 
In wperen | cafes, before a fire 
can be rekindled, it muft firft have 
been put oute But here we have 
the rekindling ofa fire which had 
never beenextinguifhed. This paf- 
fage conveys, in every line, a vile 
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3 . ; ie 

milreprefentation. Phe minority 
ae eS “C4 

are regueft Lto tell, if the to 


what acts of government they refe: 
upon what occafion this. i Tee us 
appeal was made, to what audience 
it was addreffed, and in what lan- 
guage it was written? If t} 

able to anfwer thefe queries to t 
fatisfaction of a fingle rational be- 
Ine, I thall fur 
ftion. But th 


ther any fuch acts, 


‘ ‘ve 
the whoie queé- 
a 





peal, ever had ane 
total fum of the accufation is a fiéti- 
on as wild and palpable, as the voy- 
ares of Gulliver, or the b attles of 
Don Quixote. If one word of tef- 
timony could be produced in fup- 
port of this charge, that word would 
long fince have echoed, for a milli- 
on of times, through every key in 
the gamut of the party. ‘By con- 
juring up, at the di ftance of almoft 
fix years, this contemptible fiion, 
the minority demonftrate the non- 
éntity of their information, or 
the 5 rie in which they hold, 

the underftandin and even the 
memories of the. ? peers of Ame- 
ricae The molehil! upon which this 
mountain has been erected, was 
hortly as follows. 

In May, 1793, Genet arrived at 
Philadelphia, as an ambaffador from 
the F renchrepublic. H He wasamanof 
fome abilities; but he wanted difcre- 
tion. His inftru&ions have fince 
been printed by himfelf. They 
breathe a {pirit of manly confide Nee, 
and of unfufpecting integrity. They 
vere tinctured with that liberal en- 
thufiafm, which, to 2 cold fufpicious 
mind, alternately prefents itfelf as 
the moft formidable of ail virtues, 
and tie moft inexpiable of allcrimes. 
This tone of the difpatches was pro- 
bably an affeation ; yet it muft be 
obferved that beposé: was the agent 
of the Briffotine party, 
was by far aa moft 


and that this 
refpect ab! 4 
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groupe of leaders which has hitherto 
France. The manners 


governed 
Genet harmonized 


and condu& of 


with the feelings and expe@tations of 


thofe who fent him. 

Iw the dark and jealous foul of the 
late fecretary of the treafury, the 
American cabinet prefented an irre- 
concileable reverfe. The hideous 
vindication of himfelf, which this 
man has printed, fuperfedes all en- 
quiries into the reCtitude of his cha- 
rafter. Inthe convention of 1787, 
he, and fome other con {pirators, had 


planned the foundation of an Amerie . 


can monarchye Their fyitem has 
lately been expofed to the world,* 
and Hamilton’s confidential printert 
has admitted of its authenticity. A 
defign fo hateful fhould have de- 
barred him from the confidence of 
the new government. He is the firft 
and only favourite, whom General 
Wathington ever had. He became 
inftantly dictator of the federal ad- 
miniftration. Onevery queftion be- 
fore Congrefs, he vanquilhed the 
Virginian Reprefentatives. In fpite 
of them, he {welled the national 
debt toa diftempered and fwindling 
magnitude. In {pite of them, and 
of his oath as acitizen, he eftablifh- 
ed a newnational bank, which ated 
under the controul of his minions 
in Congrefs, and which was, in fub- 
ftance, the cellar ftory of the ftock- 
jobbing fabric. For the fake of 
raifing a ftanding army, as the firft 
ftep in the ladder of defpotifm, he 
wantonly provoked a war with the 
North Weftern Savages. To fup- 
port it, he abftracted from the trea- 
fury, without permiffion from Con- 
grefs, and in contempt of the con- 
ftitution, fome hundred thoufands 
of dollars. Hamilton has never, in 
commou converfation, pretended to 
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deny his invincible averfion toa Re. 
publican government. Asaneceflary 
confequence, he has on every occafi- 
on, right or wrong, efpoufed the Brit- 
ifhintereft. He neverattempted ta 
conceal his inveterate abhorrence of 
the entire French revolution, from 
one endtothe other. He foretold 
that the new government cf France 
would not lafi for fix weeks. Since 
the firlt dawn of the revolution, 
fome proftituted new{printers, under 
his direCtion, had inceffantly calum- 
niated the French nation. Profli- 
gate and infolent in his private man- 
ners, but plaufible ma goers in 
his financial projects, an Ariftocret 
from the dictates of his underftand- 
ing, as well as from the views of his 
ambition, this man had then obtain- 
ed, and fiill feems to poffefs an ab- 
folute afcendancy over our public 
councils, 

In theeye of fuch a man, it was 
not poflible that Genet could a& 
without giving offence, The news 
of his arrival in America was, to 
Hamilton, as a fignal for lighting 
the torch of difcord between France 
and this country. Before the French 
envoy had time tohave acted wrong, 
or indeed to have difplayed any fea- 
tures of his future proceedings, the 
Secretary had determined to fubvert 
the purpofes of his miflion. A few 
dates will aicertain the precifion of 
this idea. Genet landed at Char- 
lefton (S.C.) on April 8th, 1793. 
On the 18th, only ten days after 
his arrival, the Prefident fent to the 
three beads of departments a circular 
letter. He inclofed thirteen que- 
ries. They tended to enquire what 
kind of condué fhould be obferved 
with refpe&t to France. They de- 
monitrate beyond all contradi€tien, 
the hoflile feelings of their author, 


* Sketches of the history of America, chap. Iv. 


t The late Fobn Fenno. 


Vid. Gazette of the United States. 
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Mr. Hamilton. The fecond, and 
the twelfth queftions, are among the 
moft remarkable. ‘They ase as tol- 
lows. 

tt. © Syantt a minifter from 
“ France be received? 

x11. “SHOULD the future® regent 
“ of France fenda miniter to the 
United States, ought he to be 
“ received?” 

Ir was rather too late to be de. 
ciding fuch points, after Genet had 
actually landed in this country. 
Notwithftanding the ofenfive beha- 
viour of Morris at Paris,the French 
had not offered to fend him buick 
again. To refufe Genet, therefore, 
would have been an ad of rudenels, 
as well as abfurdity. It was fure 
to have produced an immediate rup- 
ture with France, and a general at- 
tack from her privateers, which 
were then both numerous and fuc- 
cefsful. It was to extinguifh at 
once our whole commerce with 
France, or at beft to place it onthe 
moft precarious footing. It was to 
produce one of the greateft poffible 
evils, without fo much as the chance, 
or pretence, of its being to produce 
the fmalleft poflible advantage. 
And all this deftru&tion was to be 
courted for the fake of infulting the 
young republic, for the fake of 
{yueezing America into the tail of 
the confpiracy of Pilnitz. A navy 
would inftantly have been wanted ; 
and the public debt muft, by this time, 
have extended to two, three or four 
hundred millions of dollars. Much 
has been faid of Hamilton’s politi- 
cal'wifdom. But the'very idea of 


- 
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fuch a rejection looked like perfec 
lunacy. Contidering what tyrants 
at that time governed irance,y ana 
the extreme impertinenceon our part 
of fuch a refufal, the firft news to be 
expected was an univerfal feizure and 
confifcation of American property, 
to the utter ruin of many thoulands, 
As Mr. Hamilton has defended him- 
felf with such surprising success, a- 
gain{t the imputation of paper-jol- 
bing, we cannot fufpe& that he 
wrote thefe wild queries under the 
impreflion of a Britifh bribe. The 
only alternative then is to fuppofe 
that they were the pure dictates of 
ignorance, of ftupidity, and of en- 
thufiafm in favour of royalty. 


Anp here, by the way, it 
ought to be obferved that the con- 
duct of the prefident was, upon this 
occafion, widely unconftitutional. 
He is authorifed to “ receive am- 
“baffadors,” but not to refuse them. 
If he had the power of refufal, it 
would come to the very fame thing 
as a right of declaring war! 


TuHEsE queftions do not even 
hint that France had in any point 
broke the treaties between her and 
America. Nota word appears con- 
cerning embargoes, legal adjudica- 
tions, or any fort of maritime felo- 
ny, whatever. If any fuch outrages 
had been heard of, they would moft 
certainly have been brought forward. 
Indeed the negle& of fuch an ex- 
hibition of French piracies mutt 
have been very culpable. The cir- 
cular letter which inclofed the thir- 
teen queftions begins thus: 


—ap : 2 

NOTES 
* The méanifig’of this word bere is not obvious, unless the secretary 
éontémplated, as a certain profpect, the future restoration of the monarchy. 
t Phe chiefs of’ this party were arrested on the 31st of May, 1793, by 
the faction of Robespierre. They were beheaded, on the 30th ef October 


following. 
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ae SIF 
“ The pofture of alairvs in Europe, 
* particularly Getweei France and 
ball €; DiliGiliy | es the Uni i 
é S$ in a delica {itr mL 
"The prefident then ret the que- 
i 1 
ries, and <lefires the ccntiemen to 
forin opinic ns» But he fays not 
aw of the treaties having been 


and fuch being 
nce of the repub- 
id to perceive an honeft 
reaion ¥ hy the United States « ught 
to have fet th 
fraction. 
Tur fourth of thefe 


proves t 


gs P ; 
violated by France; 
the admitted innoce 
y e - ' 
ic, 1t is Dd 


. -_ es 
frit ¢ sti) iC OL ille 


CS ad ~ > 
tnirteen 


cueitions clearh France 
even fulpected of a 


to break the good underftandine 


Was No 


which then fubiifted between her 
and Americae The words of the 
cueltionarethefe: “are the United 
* States obliced by rood faith tocon- 
* fider the treaties heretofore made 
“with France, as applying to the 
“prefent fituation of the parties ? 
© May they renoynce them or hold 
* them futnended,” [which was the 


very fame thine as renouncin: 
41 as 
them, | > ti] 

j 


* France fha 


| the government of 
| be eftablifhed?”’ 

THE t confidered as 
in themfelves beneficial to both par- 
ties. The obfervarce of them, 
therefore, on our fide was a matter 
of intereft. We had no concern by 
whom France was governed, provid- 
x that the ftrongeft party gave no 
caufe of offence tothe United States, 
The word established in the clofe ot 
the queftion, feems to be founded up- 
filly conceit that the French 
reflored. All 
this demonftrates the utter infatua- 
tion of Hamilton, and the gulph of 
deftruction-into whichthis couutry 

was on the point of plunging. 
eads of ¢ lepartments thus 
disetied to meet 
April 1793; 


eaties were 


on the 
was to be 


monarchy 
1 
i 


were 


91% ee 1, 
hRExt morni 15) TOQius, 





ROM 


THE 


« “a? ] 

at the pre fident’s houfe, to deliver 

! ’ ‘ ta n « 

then opin ' . as A l ts AS 
+ s 

LOI bor resutin > re LENE Le 


Phe influence cf 
was fubordinate. but not 
hed; & to that benefaGor of 
America this country flancs indebt- 
ed for having, at that period, efcap- 


prefident 


ours 


ture Wii 


ful- 


“ _ sen a6 - Te teil , 
ed from an immediate ruj 


France ! When the directory re 


ed to receive Pinckney , they pre- 
tended at le aft to have received 
fome provocetion. But Hamilton 


. 
wanted to rejedt Genet, without any 
mg tence of tha at nature. 7 he guilt 
of having quarrelled with England 
is Pei nly circumftance which Mr. 
Wathington {pecifies in his letter, 
of thefe que- 
He had no titie to put them, 
and his fecretaries had jone to an- 


’ 
iwer tuem. 


as the caufe thirteen 


“ 
LiONS. 


utrality 
whether 
righ t or otherwife, urded as 
he tray} r {ymptoms not favourable 
At the date of the que- 
ries, and of the proclamation, Ge- 
net could not be charged by Mr. 
Wafhington with aGing improperly, 
becaufe it was not known in what 
wav he had conducted himfelf. The 
refult of an impartial obfervation 
muft be, that Hamilton was _previ- 
oufly determined to embrace the firft 
opportunity which fortune fhould 
prefent, for undermining the repu- 
tation of the French envoy, and 
the intereft of the French re public. 
Genet reached Philadelphia, on 
May 16th, 1793. His impetuofity 
had been raifed to the higheit pitch 
by the tumult of welcome with 
which he was univerfally faluted. 
He wanted prudence to fee that 
fomuch noife abouta foreign envoy, 
whofe credentials had not yet been, 
recognized, was fure of being at beft 
unpleafant to the chief magiftrate. 
Ile might well have forefeen thai, 


The proclamation of n 
appeared on April 22d, and 


was rega 
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an excels of popularity in one quar- 
ter was of itlelf, to render him un- 
acceptable 12 another. He for- 
got the modxfty which becomes a 
firanger, and the circum{pection re- 
quired from an ambaffador. He 


forzot, for he muft have known, 
that England retained, im the fea- 
port towns, a powerful and inflexi- 
ble body of friends; and that al- 
thouch they might bend to the cur- 


rent of the day, they were itil! 


+ 


tO 
. , ‘ 
“das dangerous enemies. 
Genet. overlooked all this. From 
his firft landing, he aTumed various 
liberties that caution will not jufti- 
fy. He acted } precifely as his ene- 
mies would - ave defired. He ruth- 
ed headlong over the precipice that 
hi 


‘ +} 
near 


he rev rarde 


A SHORT refidenes in Philadel- 
phia convinced Genet that Ameri- 
cans, like the reft of mankind, were 
{plit into parties; and he could per- 
ceive that he was not 
that party in whom the prefident 
placed his exclufive confidence. He 
gave way to fretfulnefs and impati- 
ence. His adverfariés were anxi- 
ous to feize tl ity f 
turning the 
gainft him; and mutual mi 
derftandings multipli ied 

Ir was then that this phantom 
arofe, which the Virginian minority 


arreeable to 





{tre am of popularity Aw 


have embodied into ** a contul nee . 
6 ous appeal’? Abouttwo mont 

after Genet came to Philadelphia, 
John Jay and Rufus King out a 
card to the newfpapers. In this 
they faid that, in fome difcuflion 
between the Prefident and the 
French envoy, the latter had threa- 
tened to make an appeal to the peo- 
ple. The accufers refted their ¢ a 
on information received from Mr. 
Dallas, fecretary of the fate of 
Pennfylvaniae Mr. Dallas was a 
witnels above exception; but un- 
happily his explanation did in effect 
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‘ yen 
deny the charee. Genet himfelf 
wrote alettertothe prefident. He 


i 
Woothi 


therein called upon Mr. W 
ton to fay whether he had ever cait 
Mr. Jefferton 
returned a very thort anfwer. The a- 
mount was that the prefiden? 


out fuch a menace. 





give himfelf the leaft concern whe- 
ther fuch a threat had been throwin 


‘ 4 m Tf sh a: 14 ; 
out or not. lt the tact could have 


been fixed upon Genet, that would 


hawe heer n UY } ] ey 
have veen ‘done. We fhould allo 
have met with it in the letter of im- 
nancy ant At As } (1 - 
peachment of Auguit 16th, 1793, 
7 7 . ’ 

wherein Mr. Jetlerfon requefted the 
French rovernm y recall Genet. 
whined,’ 

nat letter 1 4 word < bout 
th menace oF Mn Dx al. Gene t 


wanted to eget King anc 
for defamation. But Mr. Randolp 
] 


refute a to ce ncufre 


ridic culous itory into *°a contumeiious 


appeal,” and a crofs and icanda- 
lous can nny on the republican par- 
tyetlarege. The following compas 
rifon may helnvtoilluftrate thi pointe 
You fav that one of your neighbors 
threat {to killyou. The perfon 


Ee ag 
denies the acculation. You try to 
prove it, and you cannot. After 


all this, a third P ‘rion afarms that 
you are actually affaffinated by the 


party accufed. He fays this, with 
teitimony before his eyes, that even 
the menace of murther never was 
made. Such is the cafe before us. 
That third perfon is the faithful pic- 
ture of the fenfe, caitdour and vera- 
city of this minority of Gelegates. 
[ could fele&t trom their counter ad- 
drefs an hundred other val 
which, like that here explained, have 
not even a rag of plaufibility to fhel- 
ter the nakednefs of their fhame. 
Tuts affair of Genet deferved the 
greateltattention. The ti 
tionsalcertain thatin 1793,there was 
an atrocious confpiracy for involv- 
ing the United States in a war with 
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France, being long before that repub- 
lic had furnifhed a caufe or pretence 
for quarrel. An ambaffador from 
“the future regent,’’ would indeed 
have beena precious acquifition. The 
minority proceed in their fummary 
of paft.events. They fay that, by 
Jay’s embatly, “ peace was preferv- 
“ed with honour.” That tranfac- 
tion is now fo generally defpifed and 
detefted, that I fhall here pals it over. 
The minority take not the leaft no- 
tice of Monroe’s miflion, and this 
faves them from the painful and ha- 
zardous tafk of explaining why he 
was recalled. They go forward 
to the embafiy and rejeftion of 
Charles Cotefworth Pinckney. But 
they forget that citizen Adet, the 
French minifter at Philadelphia, had 
been loaded with the vileft treat- 
ment. Newfpapers, in the profef- 
fed fervice of government, had, for 
four years together, heaped all forts 
of calumny upon three fucceflive 
ambaffadors from France. The mi- 
nority then {peak of the triple 
embafly. They are wife enough 
to fay nothing of the pretended 
bribe demanded by the dire&ory. 
They are fenfible that the grofs im- 
pofture of that ftory begins to be 
underftood. They fay that this tri- 
umvirate miflion “ was returned by 
“ increafe of insolence and affront.” 
Gerry tells no fuch tale. 

THE minority next undertake to 
vindicate the ftanding army ordain- 
ed by congrefs. From along and 
empty rhapfody, a few lines are 
here extracted. “ Can that army 
“be called mercenary, which is 
“ compofed of our brothers and fons, 
“ levied by law, paid by law, and 
“ embodied to defend their and our 
“ common rights?’ [The armies of 
Louis x1v, of Julius Cafar, and of 
almoft every other ufurper, who has 
enflaved his country, confilted of 
the brothers and fons of the nation 
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whom they pillaged and betraved. 
\ This argument goes to a general 
defence of all ftanding armies. That 
of Cromwell did not perhaps contain 
fo mach as a fingle foreigner.] 
“ Would your Wafhington lead a 
“ mercenary army? [Hamilton cer- 
tainly would be glad to lead any af- 
femblage of mea, who could enable 
him to revenge himlelf on his ene- 
miese He is the fecond in com- 
mand of the propofed army, and 
Mr. Wafhington. may die or be dif- 
miffed to-morrow, by Mr. Adams 
“Is he not again your general?” 
[He was general in the Weftern ex- 
cife expedition, and he could not 
prevent infinite diforders.] *“ Why 
* then thefe unfounded fulpiciens ?”’ 
[They are not unfounded.} “ and 
“€ this opprobrious unwarranted epi- 
“ thet, but to inflame your paflions, 
** and to miflead your judgement.” 
What can the minority mean by an 
unwarranted epithet? The new ftand- 
ing army muftbe paid for its trouble. 
Hence, it is as truly a mercenary 
body of men, as any one that eve: 
the world faw. The prefent army 
is not entirely formed of “ our bro- 
“thers, and our fons.” A great 
part of it confifts of Irish emigrants. 
This is fortunate for the honour of 
the country, becaufe the behaviour 
of that army has been often, and to 
the laft degree fhameful. Witnefs 
the recent meflage from governor 
Jackfon to the aflembly of Georgia! 
We therein learn that the troops 
pofted in that flate have been in- 
ftru€ted by their commander, colonel 
Gaither, to difgnife themfelves like 
Indians, and to murder the very peo- 
ple whom they are paid for pretending 
to protect. A copious communicati- 
on that head has been tran{mitted to 
congrefs from the afflembly of Geor- 
gias This fhews what mult be cx- 
pected from a ftanding army. 
The minority defend the eftas 
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flifiment of a navy, becaufe it will 
protect our commerce. The anfwer 
is fhortly this, that the expence ex- 
¢ceds, in the proportion of forty to 
one, the benefit which can be de- 
rived from it; that the Britifh navy 
colts more money than the trade of 
England is worth; in a word, that 
the iyfiem leads to an immeafurable 
expence, and to an augmentation of 
éxecutive authority, w hich no frietid 
of the conftitution defires to fee. 

Tur counter addreis proceeds to 
defend the alien a&. ‘The obiecti- 
ons to it are {tated thus: 

“ 1. Ir tranicends the powers of 
“congrefs. 2. It violates that ar- 
* ticle which reftrains ‘the prohibi- 
“ tion of migration till 1808. 3. J+ 
* unites legiilative, executive, and 
« judicial powers in the chief ma- 
& giltrate. 4. It deprives aliens 
“ of the conflitutional right of the 
“ trial by jury. ” 

THE minority undertake to an- 
{wer each of thefe bj LIONS. 
They begin with the firft of them, 
and on this they heap up fuch quan- 
tities of words which have no coh- 
nection with the queftion, that vou 
turn abfolutely tired. At laft, af- 
ter a moft circuitous march, they 
come out with this quotation from 
the conftitution, that * congrefs 
“has power to grant letters of 
> — and |: ool They 
next affert that, in 1794, the fame 
members of robe who now 
Oppofe the alien act, were advo- 
cates for the fecueftration of Bri- 
tith property. But that propoted 
meafure had no relation to an ali- 
‘en bill. Mr. Dayton, and his fiup- 
porters, did not fuggeft thet the 
property of Britith emigrants, re- 
fiding in the United States, was 
to be confilcated. An idea fo in- 
famous never entered into the im- 
avination of any one member. 
Even the fequeflration of Brith 
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debts was rather a bugbear thana 
meafure detigned for practice. A 
compromile would unqueltionably 
have taken place. ‘The minority 
try to confound this affair of the 
fequeftration with their own aliey 
a&i; and, with a ftudied obicuri- 
ty and prolixity of ftile, expatiate 
on the right of congrefs to make 
reprifals ov the persons, as well as 
property of aliens. By the prac. 
tice of natioms, no man’s perfon is 
fubjeet to reprisal, unlefs he is a 
foldier beariag arms in an enemy’s 
fervices When a prifoner of war, 
he is liable to be treated in the 
fanse Way, in which the troops of 
his nation treat theirprifoners. But 
an Eneglifhman, who comes here 
to refide with his property, his 
wife and his children, is not fure- 
ly to be confounded with the crew 
of an Englifh man of war, who 
vifit America to rob and murther. 
In the reft of this claufe, there is 
nothing but a wildernefs of fophi« 
firy, which can never reach either 
the underftanding, or the heart of 
any mane 

fuk counter addrefs goes on 
tothe sEcoNnD objection againit 
the alien bill, vize that it violates 
the conftrtution, article It, fec. 
tion 9th, which fays that “ the 
+e Lie ‘ration or im; portation of fuch 
‘““ pe os as any of the ftates now 
“ exifting fhall think proper to ad« 
‘init, fhall not be prohibited by 
‘* the congrefs, prior to the year 

1808,” &c. Here again, the 
counter addrefs, to fpeak in the 
ftile of Mr. Pope, has dlundered 


round abvut a meaning. Atter a 


“4 


creat deal of barren tautology, 
the mi inority fay, that the fulpen- 
lion of this authority till 1808, 
“ furnithes a ftronge argument in 
“ favor ot the general power of 
* congrefs over the fubje&.” This 
yemark fhail be admitted as plaufi- 
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ble, becaufe it ?s needlefs to fuf- 
pend the exercife of a nght, which 
does not exift. I fhall grant the 
general right, fince they will have 
it fo; but then I fhall deny the 
power of interrupting the ftipulas 
ted fufpenfion. Here the minoris 
ty are compelled to beg the quef- 
tion, to take for granted, what 
they do not fo much as attempt to 
prove. The right,” fay they, 
* of ordering aliens to depart from 
‘the United States, is confined 
“to thofe who are dangerous.” 
They do not tell on what. part of 
the conftitution, this laft pretend- 
ed right is eftablifhed. They flip 
away from the real aueftion. But 
others alledge that this right is 
founded on that {weeping claufe, 
which gives to congrefs ali pow- 
ers neceffary and proper for carry- 
ing the fpecified powers into ef- 
fe&. By the way in which the 
fweeping claufe has been inter- 
reted, allthe reft of the conftity- 
tion becomes a nullity. Congrefs 
are authorifed to act certain meaf- 
ures, and to accomplifh them, that 
body is warranted to do uny thing 
else. Thus every limitation is at 
once diffolved, and our boafted 
conftitution fubfides into an ele&- 
ive ariftecracy. 

Tue power of fending off aliens 
at difcretion comes exactly to that 
of prohibiting importation, or im- 
migration. A fleve is certainly an 
alien. And by the alien bill, the 
prebaent, of his own. authority, 
might fend a cargo of flaves back 
to Africa, whenever they fhould 
be landed in this country. He 
may alfo fend away every slave 
that is now in it ! Such are the 
monftrous implications of this law. 
The minority quote an obfervation 
that *“ the power of ordering fuf- 
‘© redted aliens to leave our coun- 
try, may be fo ufed as to deftroy 
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“ fubftantially the power of tofete 
“ ating their migration; and it is 
“ granted,” fay they, “ that it may 
* be fo ufed; but” [now obferve 
what they grant, }* the pos sibility of 
“ abusing a principle is never tu p- 
“ pofed to be a correct argument 
*“ againflits ufe.” 

Ip the above paffage the minority 
admit that, if this act fhall ever be 
converted into an inftrument for 
preventing immigration, it will then 
have been abused. Such is the 
plain and profeiled meaning of 
what they fay. This identical 
abufe has already taken place. A 
body of Irifhmen, concerned 
the late infurreftion of that op- 
prefied people, had agreed with 
Pitt that they fhould be conveyed 
to this country. Rufus King, our 
ainbaffador at London, tmterfered 
and prevented the tranfaction. For 
this both he, and thole who gave 
him fuch orders, deferve to be im- 
peached, and moft feverely punifh- 
ed. Thus the abufe, as defined by 
the minority, has, at this éarly 
period, arifen from the a&, and 
their own fuppofition {trikes direct- 
ly againft them. The alien law is 
actually employed as an inftrument 
for preventing immigration. At 
leaft, it feems to hold out the only 
pretence upon which King aged. 
Yet even its inhofpitable ftipula- 
tions only authorize Mr. Adams 
to fend people back again, but not 
to hinder them from coming here. 
This improveme nt upon congreff- 
ional barbarity is, perhaps, referv- 
ed for the nextedition of the act. 

Anp here it may be remarked 
that the whole Irifh emigrants in 
America feem to have incurred the 
indelible indignation of govern- 
ment. The newfpapers paid by 
the Britifh ambaffador, and thofe 
under the patronage of the federal 
treafury, conflantly load them, and 
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their entire nation with abufe, Du- 
ring their late ftrugele for inde- 
pendence, the ariftocratica] news- 
printers were conitantly wifhing 
that the te of Ireland might 
be maffacred by hundreds of thon- 
jands. ‘he “te wretches are fre- 
y menacing the republicans 
of this country with utter extirpa- 
tion. jad -e then what mult be the 
condition of Virginia, under a 
ftandiug army of fitty 


thoufand 
ynen, felected bv ** prominent cha- 
. ‘ 
 racters.”’ and conducted upon 
. e./ . ”* n "Se 
Britifh pri nciplese Oe 
uk counter adcrefs proceeds 
4 9 T° ee } } 
to fay that Virginia does not * ad- 
Sintt the micration of fuch per- 
“% fons as the alien law enjozi 
* depurt. Wo law of 
‘sc 


is to 
this ftate 
authorifes the migration into it 
6 of perfons of the 
“ comprehended under the act of 
“the United States.” This is 
mere found. It would be a very 
ftrange law indeed, which fhould 
explicitly countenance the intro- 
duction of foreign confpirators 

againtt the ftate. Neither Virgi- 
nia, nor any other country upon 
earth, has, or ever had fuch a law. 
But Virginia permits the indifcrim- 

inate admifi yn of all forts of emi- 
grants. With equal juftice and 
hofpitality, fhe confiders them as 
innocent, until the verdict of a ju- 
ry fhall prove them to be guilty. 
The general abhorrence and alarm 
which this law has excited, prove 
that the fyftem, which it exhibits, 
is an abfolute novelty, at leaft in 
this ftate. I vroceed tothe THIRD 
point of attack and defence of the 
alien bill. 

‘ Tuts law is alfo objeMed to,” 
{ays the counter addrefs, “ becaufe 
“it unites legiflative, executive 
and judiciary powers in the pre- 
 fident of the United States.” 


defeription 
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Tuk minority then remark that 
“ leriflation is the act of making 
* or viving laws; congrefs, theres 
“ fore, in-making this law, per- 


195 J 


* formed the part of the legisla- 
Uhus the minority get 
over one of the objections ; and 


°6 gure.” 
if the law had, in its internal con- 
ftruction, been framed like the 
common mafs laws, I fhould not 
contradict this part of their arg 
ment. Hadcongrefs foecified and 
th diicre- 
tionary degrees of punifhment, 
lefs or more, annexed to that of 
I the legiflative part 
would have been performed by 


-. . ' } 
defined an otfence, and t 


them, and the affertion of the mi- 
nority mult have remained inyinci- 
ble. 

3urT the fingularity of the alien 
act confifts in this, that no man 
can tell, or even guels, whether 
the moft innocent aétion of his 
life fhall not come within it. The 
felling of | 
ing of his dog, may provoke the 
fufpicion of the prefident. That 
fuficion, again, conftitutes the 
crime, a fufpicion of which no 
mortal can conjecture either the 
beginning, or the end, whence it 
comes, or where it is going. In 
the fecond place, the punifhment 
of this imaginary crime is involy- 
ed in the fame terrible ambiguity. 
Thus the alien a& is not, fo pro- 


{peaking, alaw, as an unlime- 


his horfe, or the fhoot- 


perly tf 
ited delegation to invent crimes 
and funishments. It i 
or imitation, of the o! 
mous French Lettres de cachet. 

Hence it follows 
riflative power is, in effect, trans- 
ferred to the pretident. 

Tur counter addrefs next re- 
marks that “the commiflion of 
‘* the execution of this haw tothe 
‘ perfon charged by the conftitus 
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¢* with the execution of all the 
** laws of the union, is certainly 
** in itfelf unexceptionadble.”’ 

To this pofition all parties will 
agree. But, in the very next fen- 
tence, the minority relapfe into 
their former wildnefs. ‘* Nor does 
** this adt,”’ fay they, ‘* transfer 
** to the prefident, powers belong- 
*¢ ing properly to the judiciary. It 
“¢ does not invelve the decifion 
“that its obje& has committed a 
6 crime.’’ [What {fplendid moral- 
ity does this alien act inculcate! 
A man isto be punifhed, although 
the judge dares not to fay that he 
has committed a crime. What 
follows is yet more impudent.] 
Tt is a meafure of general fatfe- 
‘¢ty, in its nature political, and 
“not forenfic, the execution of 
‘which is properly entrufted to 
“‘ the department which reprefents 
«¢ the nation in all its exterior re- 
«Jations.”” Whata forensic mea- 
fure is, I do not affect to know, 
having never till now met with 
that aflemblage of fyllables— 
The reft of the fentence is mifera- 
ble jargon. Let the minority re- 
turn to the old beaten track of the 
Englith language, a track that is 
yet wide enough to comprehend 
ideas more Capacious than theirs. 
I next entreat them, in the name 
of the living God, to tell a plain 
min, for what reafon he is to be 
punifhed before he has committed 
a crime. Mankind have always 
detefted ex post faeto laws, that 
is to say, laws which, after the 
commiffion of acrime, are made in 
order to punifh it, and which, like 
the crabs, are to advance back- 
wards. But even thefe are of in- 
finite merit, when compared with 
this ftrumpet of jurifprudence, 
which rufhes upon futurity, that it 
may chaftife crimes which have 
not yet comme into being. 


° 
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Some of the defenders of thig 
slaw have had the audacity to fay 
that the penalties which it enjoins 
are not, in proper terms, a punifh- 
ment. The minority are not ab- 
furd enough to repeat this affirma- 
tion. But, when we fpeak of 
the alien law, its peculiar and 
monftrous barbarity ought not to 
be forgotten. By the ned of our 
prefidential Jove, a man may be 
hoifted on board of a tranfport in 
the midfl of a fever, ora confump- 
tion, on the dav aiter be has bougat 
an eftate, or broke a ler, or when 
he ison the point of recovering 
judgment for a fum which, by dii- 
charging his debts, is to reftore the 
peace of his contcience, or, by fe- 
curing the independence of his fa- 
mily, is to lull the folicitudes of 
a father and a hufband. Itis no 
punifhment, forfooth! to be drag- 
ged at midnight from your bed, 
amidit the tears of your wife, and 
the carefles of your children, to 
be abruptly torn from every cone 
nection that makes exiftence toler- 
able, and that can foothe and re. 
concile a rational being to the 
emptinefs of life. You are then 
jammed into the held of a fhip, 
into a dungeon of ftench and filth, 
and darknefs, befide which the 
worftnegro cabinin Virginia might 
be the palace of a Lucullus. <Af- 
ter feafting for two months, upon 
black bread and ftinking water, 
after enduring all the impertinence 
and brutality which are to be exe 
pected from the chara@er and fit- 
uation of your jailors, you are 
vomited out again upon the ice of 
Nova Zembla, or the burning fands 
of Africa. This infernal ftatute 
makes not fo much as the {malleft 
provifion for your perfonal fafetye 
In fuch a condition, no alien can 
be fure but that he fhall be convey 
ed to Algiers, er Morocco, and 


























there be fold for the expence of 
his paflage. This is that code of 
certain oppreffion, and of probable 
diavery and murder, which the 
minority labour to defend. Mr. 
Adams is fond of recommending a 
national fall, aninterval of grim. 
ace and canting, of idlenefs and 
diffipation. In the catalogue of 
American political fins, the alien 

at fhould ftand foremoft. Pu! 
pit eloquence ought to roufe all its 
energies in begging forgivenefs 
for this chief of sinners. 

The Minority advance to the 
Fourtsa objection, viz. that * this 
6 act deprives the alien of, his 
“ right of trial by jury. To this ex. 
* traordinary allegation,” [which 
yet the minority do not attempt 
to deny,] * it has again and again 
¢* been an{wered that this is a mea- 
“ fure of preventive [that is of 
pr -opbhetical] * and not of punifh. 
*ing juftice.” The minority fhould 
have told us what preventive juf- 
tice means. It feems to fignify 
juftice operating upon a nonentity. 
Hitherto it has beenunderftood that 
nothing can offend when it does 
not exift. But preventive juttice 
can, by its very nature, operate upon 
nothing elfe. It was faid of an an- 
cient warrior® that his fword cut 2 
yard before the point! This is the 
beft explanation which can be giv- 
en of the alien ad. 

In the next fentence, the coun- 
ter addrefs puts the following quef- 
tions. * Who would require yee 
“a jury should be impannelled, 

“ order to decide whether a nation 
“had or had not canfe to fufpect a 
#* particular alien of dangerous de- 
“ figns againft its peace ?” [The 
minority well know, and they have 
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been told a thoufand times, that 
fuch a jury is pofitively required 
by the fame conttitution for which 
they pretend to fuch pious and ex~ 
clufive adoration. Butthey betray 
a con{cioufnefs of the weaknefs of 
their caufe; for, under this head, 
they fhun fo much as the moft dif- 
tant reference to the rock of the 
conftitution. I return to the que- 
ries. } ** Who would require that the 
‘* pretident fhould unfold to juries, 
“throughout the United States, 
“all the intelligence he may have 
“received, perhaps trom perfons 
‘* within the reach of thole employ 
“ ing the aliens, which eftablifhes 
in bis mind the realitv of the dan. 
“ ver to be apprehended,” 

Anp who is this prefident that 
he fhould mot unfold his reafons 
to | ? Is he not a man like 
themfelves? If he thall be convict. 
ed of thef t, or murder, the vere 
dict of twelve men will fend him, 
as well as the humbleft of our fpe- 
cies, to the jail, or the gibbet. 

AND who or what is that fore 
midable character, an alien, for 
fear of whom every principle of 
hofj pitality, of humanit y, and of 
juftice, is to be trampled under 
foot? If I knew nothing more of 
the matter than what appears from 
this counter addrefs, 1 fhould infer 
that only fix or adozen foreigners 
had ever been feen in this country, 
that, like Candidus in the king- 
dom of Eldorado, each of them 
had drop: upon this hallowed con- 
tinent by fome kind of miracle. 
But that is fo far from being the 
cafe, that we are compofed of or 
defcended from the quotas of eves 
ry corner of Europe. Buffon fays 
that the planets were formed by 


juries 
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fucceffive explofions from the fun. 
In the fame way, has America 
been occupied by fuccetlive explo- 
fions from the population of the 
ancient world. In fome of the 
middle flates, we can hardly affem- 
ble fix men, without involving 
the fragments of three or four dif- 
ferent nations. Thus, in the file 
of Defoe, the Pennfylvanians may 
exclaim, 


Keligion, Lord we thank thee! fent ws hither, 


~Pr.cfis, protefants, the devi!, and all together. 


Wren Manly, in Tbe Plain 
Dealer, is raving at the whole fe- 
male fex, * Hold captain,” cries 
one of the company, “ your mo- 
“ther wasaqwomaen.” An anfwer 
of the fame kind ought to filence 
the prefent racket againft aliens. 
This abominable confpiracy to rob 
them of atrial by jury, to ruin 
them without even the farce of an 
accufation, this confpiracy, I fay, 
has only roufed the natives of Ame- 
rica to the defence of the deftined 
vidlims. ‘To the perfidious and fa- 
vage croaking about political fafe- 
ty, the farmer of Virginia, like 
the farmer in Terence, replies with 
a fentiment, inflead of a fyllo- 
gifm. “ An alien is a man; and 
“J, as one likewife, take an intereft 
«in the univerfal happinefs of 
«* mankind.” 

Immiediately after the laft cita- 
tion, the counter addrefs goes on 
thus. ‘ Certainly a vefted right 
“ is to be taken from no individ- 
“ual, without a folemn trial ; but 
‘the right of remaining in our 
‘ country is vefted in no alien ; he 
* enters and remains by the cour- 
« tefy of the fovereign power, and 
** that courtefy may at pleafure be 
“withdrawn.” Every line of this 
paflace affirms a notorious and di- 
yeti falfehood. An alien enters 
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and remains in this country, by vire 
tue of the confiitution, which ex. 
plicitly torbids congrets to meddle 
with him. He is entitled to flay 
in this country, as much as any 
other man, until he fhall be con- 
vicied of a crime, that renders him 
a fit object of expulfion; for the 
j lment of the conftitu- 
that, “in all criminal 
accufed fhall 
enjoy the right to a f{peedy and 
public trial, by an impartial jury 
of the flate and diltrict where 
the crime fhall have been ¢om- 
mitted, which diftri@ fhall have 
** been previoufly afcertained by 
** law; and to be informed of the 
“ nature and cause of the acculas 
** tion, to be confronted with the 
** witneffes apainft him, to have 
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*. compullory precefs for obtaining 
‘ 


and to 
“ have the aifliftance of countfel 
*¢ for his defence. j 

In his fpeech to congrefs, on the 
alien bill, Mr. Livingflon quotes 
the above paflage, and then puts 
this query. “ Now, fir, what mi- 
“ nute article in thefe feveral pro- 
‘‘ vifions of the conftitution is 
“there, that is not violated by 
this bill? All the bulwarks which 
“ it oppoted to encroachments on 
“ perfonal liberty fall before this 
“ engine of oppression.” 

THE minority proceed, in the 
next fentence, to an audacious at- 
tempt for involving the chara&er 
of Virginia in defence of this ftat- 
ute. 

By the fecond fection of the 
fixty fecond chapter of the laws of 
this ftate, the governor, with the 
advice of the executive council, 
is authorized to apprehend all fufs 
picious perfons, who are the fub- 
je&ts of any foreign government, 
with whom this government fhall 
be @t war, or upon the foint of 


witnefles in his favor, 
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bostilities. Thefe perfons, may 
be fecured, or compelled to depart 
out of the country. All this is 
rigid, but not very unreafonable. 
The advice of the council of {tate 
is neceflary, and hence an alien 
cannot be fubjected to the caprice 
of an individual magiftrate. This 
forms a re confiderat tion in 
favor of t alien act of Virzinia. 

THERE “is a ftatute of congref’s 
dated July 6th, 1798, entitled An 
act respecting alien enemies, which 
has the fame object with that of 
Virginia, and avainft té/s alien 
bill, no complaint bas yet bren 
made. Itis the law {pecially enti- 
tled An act concerning aliens, which 
has been {fo iuftly reprob ated by th 
leviflature of Vir; riniae The whole 


o 


remarks that have crouded fo many 
memorials and remonflrances to 
congrefs, refer folely to this Act 
concerning aliens. ‘Lhe minority 
have endeavored to confound into 

one, two ftatutes that are efien- 
tially different. 

Osserve their own words. “* No 
‘* law of this flate author ifes the mi- 
*< eration into it of perfons of 
¢ defertption comprehended in the 
© at of the United States.” (T 
is mere noife without meaning 
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There never was and there tievercan 
be a ftate that would by law, in- 
vite into it people who were profefs- 
edly to overturn its government. * ] 
«© On the contrary, our laws ex- 
“6 prefsly authorife the executive to 
“‘ apprehend and fecure, or compell 


“to depart this commonwealth, 


‘all fufpicious perfons, being the 
“ fubjects of any foreign power or 
6 — ey from whom the presedent 
Uni Rited States {hall appte- 
designs again the 
The words ot | 


ject 7 any ' Soaktorn power, or 
te, who hall have made a de~ 


es 


“ commenced holtilities again{t the 


** fhall apprehend 
* avaintt the faid ttates.’ 

, 1 . . + . 
r the mode in which the minor- 
to think that is 
was formed entirely for the preti- 


chiefly contemplates a ftate of ac- 
The only objection ta 
the law is that it depriv es aliens of 
a trial by jury. But then it has 
very important claufe, 
feStion, which see? dy gr 


o 


-cinning of the 


eges allowed dy 


nprehenfive Pe 
an “s chereti re mt te bus 


—at! : Do 


NO’ 


® The difficulty of catching a hare lies notin fairly outrunning her, 
but in tracing her doudlings. That of refuting the minority is fome- 


gve 


thing like it An erroneous, yet 


may foon be laid 
to hide his ideas under a mais 


andid reafoner, 


upon his vere but when a writer tric 
ef words, it is fometimes not eafy to ferret him 


¢ This is not the proper words 
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could have emboldened the minor- 
ity to run a parallel between two 
laws that are fo effentially differ- 
ent. The act of congrefs has in. 
deed one pretended refervation in 
favor of its victims; it is in thefe 
words : 

“¢ Sec. 5. And be it further en- 
** acted, That it fhall be lawful for 
“any alien who may be ordered to 
«be removed from the United 
« States, by virtue of this ad, to 
‘stake with him fuch part of his 
& goods, chattels, or other proper- 
« ty, as he may find convenient,; 
«< and all property left in the Uni- 
ted States, by any alien, who may 
« be removed, as aforefaid, fhall 
«be, and remain fubje& to his 
«* order and difpofal, in the fame 
<* manner, as if this at had not 
** been paffed.” 

Tuts, to be fure, is a moft gen- 
erous exception. Congrefs declare 
that, after wantonly kicking a man 
out of the country, they will not 
likewife rob him of his property. 
This is juft as if a private perfon 
fhould advertife himfelf thus: ™ I, 
«« A. B. am not a pickpocket, or 
** a horfe ftealer.” Such a ratifi- 
cation would not be the fhorteft 
way to eftablifh his character, and 
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this is exadily the method which 
congrefs have taken in order to 
eftabliih theirs. The cecafion of 
this claufe was as curious as the 
thing itfelf; and the {ftipulation 
is, all together, fo much out of the 
common road of thinking, that it 
well deferves a particular explana¢ 
tion, When thofe alien bills, to 
the number of feven or eight, 
were firlt brought into congrets, a 
general panic feized all foreigners 
tefiding in Philadelphias Thefe 
original bills contained a variety 
of articles, which are perhaps more 
oppreflive and atrocious than even’ 
the prefent a& itfelf.* The repub- 
licans gave them battle in both 
houles, with the greateft obftinacy, 
and, as I think, with impropriety. 
When an aét fo radically and irre- 
parably wrong was to be paffed at 
all, it was defirable that its de. 
formities fhould be as numerous 
and as monftrous as poffible, in ors 
der that its authors, and itfelf, 
might be the more readily and the 
more deeply detefted. The great 
er hardthips and injuries that were 
to be authorifed by the ftatute, 
the more fudden and, the more fore 
midable was to be the burft of puly 
lic oppofition. 


(To be continued. ) 


— : @ so 
NOTE. 
* A collection of them has been made, and I defign to print fome 
of their principal features, witha commentary. They teach us whet 


the faction would do, if they had all in their own wav. 
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Gxtract of a letter from a Gentleman in Georgia, to the Editor of the 
National Magazine, dated September 2, 1799. 

«SiR, 

** T READ with great pleafure your propofals, inthe Aurora, for a 
National Mzgazine ; it is a publication which is very much wanted, and 
I hope it will be fo conducted as to give flrength and {pirit to the re- 
publican party. By reading your propofals one would be lead to think 
that you had determined to ftep forward, and, at the hazard of executive 
difpleafure, attempt to arreft the progrefs of the numerous evils which 
have for a time been driving liberty and virtue out of this once happy 
country. I wifh you fuccefs, and defire to become a fubfcriber.—I 
have no doubt but you will have a numerous lift in this fate.” 

a DD oa 

ON the cover of the firft number of the National Magazine, propo- 
faJs were printed for an elegant Edition of Volney’s RUINS or EM.~ 
PIRES: That work is wholly through the prefs, and would long finge 
have been delivered to fubfcribers ha@ it not been for the tardy opera- 
tions of the engraver; the plates could not be executed this fide of 
Philadelphia, (a delinquency in the arts which it is to be hoped Virgi- 
nia will not long be curfed with) the approach of the fever forced the 
artift from his fhop, and thus the whole impreffion is at prefent under 
an embargo; it will not be many weeks, however, before the books 
will be ready for fub{cribers. 

—— 

ON the fifteenth of May laft I publithed propofals for a Weekly Paper 
to be entitled Tue LADY anv GENTLEMAN’s MUSEUM— 
A confiderable number of fubfcribers have been ohtained to fupport it, 
a number of whom have requefted that the defigu fhould be changed, 
and inftead of a weekly fheet, that it fhould affume the form of a monthly 
pamphlet, comprehending 4 or 5 fheets, I have therefore determined on 
the alteration. The obje& and general features of the work will not 
be changed, but valuable acquifitions will be gained by this arrange~ 
ment.—The matter will be better preferved—it will give an opportu- 
nity to introduce elegant engravings,—and render it convenient to take 
notice of all new publications, fomething in the ftile of areview. It 
is owing to the intervention of unforefeen events, and not for the want 
ef fupport, that this work is not already begun. 

- Bichmond, Q&. 10, 1799— J. LYON, 





PROPOSALS 
FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, 
A NEW WORK 
ENTITLED, 


The Profpect before Us ; 


Ay IMPARTIAL EXAMINATION or HE PRINCIPAL FEA- 
TURES or rxzk FEDERAL GOVERNMENT; inciunine 
4n EXPLANATION or rut INSTANT WNE- 
CESSITY ror a NEW CENSUS. 
; = 
BUT, SIR, IT HAS AN AWFUL SQUINTING; IT SQUINTS AT 
MONARCHY ! Ps HENRY. 
SSS ee ee ee 
—CONDITIONS.— 

I. The work will be printed in an oftavo volume, confifting of about 
ten fheets; on good paper, and with a new and elegant type; and will be 
delivered to fubfcribers in boards. 

Il. The price will be one dollar per copy, to be paid at the time of: 
fubfcribiny. 

III. The volume will be put to prefs as foon as a thoyfand copies have 
been fub{cribed for. 

IV. A liberal allowance will be made to Bookfellers, and others who 
take quantities. 


Subfcriptions for this publication, are received by the Author, at the 
office of the Examiner; by S. Pleafants, junr. at the office of the Virgi- 
nia Argus; by J. Lyon, at the office of the National Magazine, in Rich- 
mond; and all others intrufted with propofals. 

From the encouragement which this work has already received, no 
doubt is entertained that the ftipulated number of copies will be engaged 
for ina {tort time. The-wolume will be ready to be delivered about the 
firft of December next. 

a 3) 5 Ds a 

Part of the contents of this volume refer to fubjects but little knowa 
to the citizens of this country; and moft Gf rhem are fuch as cannot fail 
to excite furprife and indignation. For infftance, I will print the name 
ofa Senator, who, at the difcufhion of Jay’s treaty, in June 1795, {poke 
thus to one of his brethren:—‘“ Damn THE TREATY. I deteft it as 
“ much as you do; but you know my fituation with Mr. Jay. I am o- 
§ bliged to vote for it on account of my friendship fir bim!" 











‘I fhall alfo give the name of a Senator who harangued ia the Senate of 
Congres for feveral days, againit the Sedition act. He then voted for it, 
and deciared to two of his brethren, that he itill held that a€tas uncon- 
stitutional, but that it was neceflary to KEEP DOWN THE DAMN’D PRIN- 
TERS. 

When examining a multipligity of complicated fubjects, it is diffieult 
toelcape the probability of being fometimes miftaken. In relating a fuc- 
ceflion of facts, where every Rep excites contempt or deteftation, it is 
difficult to avoid an occafignal feverity of expreflions Even this will be 
pardoned, if it cannot be defended, when I am to defcribe {cenes of plun- 
der, which might force a bluth into the beak of the moft hungry Cormo- 
rant that ever took his flight from Conneéticut to rooft on the federal 
treafury, 

JAMES T, CACLENDER. 


Richmond, September 3d, 1799. 


————— : GD: ae -” 


Extract of a letter to the Editor of the Nationat. Macazine, from 
bis Agent in Connecticut, dated August 26, 1799. 
“ FrriEnp Lyon, 

“ Havine difpofed of the greateft part of your Magzines, and con- 
eluding there is a profpeé& of felling more, I request you, on receipt of 
this, to forward me twelve more eopies, by the firft- water conveyance ; for 
there is fuch a fyitem of privileged pilfering carried on, that it is un- 
fafe to truft them by poft; I fent on thofe directed to Mr. , in Bof- 
ton, who received them, but not having obtained fubfcribers, didnot 
know what to do with them. As foon, however, as it is known that 
he has them, I have no doubt of his finding asmarket for them. If he 
could advertife them, he would not, perhaps, keep them a week; but 
thef@is no paper eaft of here that they could be advertiled in ;—-and 


f. te 


this is New-England liberty of the preis }:” 
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